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Sunday School, St Alban’s Youth Club, Searchlight Magazine and St Juliana’s Sewing
Club: Mary Kisliakova: mary0170@yahoo.com

St Joseph’s Construction Club: Martina Colto: coltomarian@yahoo.com

Russian School: Sophia Bown: safi@mail.ru

Church Bookshop and Publications: Audrey Body: abody(@st-albans.suffolk.sch.uk

Icon Painter: Elena Khmelnitskaya: darrat@ukr.net

Russian Orthodox Camp (Ages 9-16): Fr Stephen Platt: fr.stephen.platt@googlemail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stjohnsorthodoxcolchester

Youtube: http:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=rE2T2sYTy8s

Website: www.orthodoxengland.org.uk
Pacnucanmne borocay:kenunii / Timetable of Services

Sunday 1 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxecTBeHHast IUTyprust

Saturday 7 September
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6ienue
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Sunday 8 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yackl u boxkectBennas autyprus. Service for those
going back to school or studies / Kparkuii MonieOeH it yqammxcs

Saturday 14 September
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6ienne

Sunday 15 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u BoxxecTBeHHast IUTyprust

Friday 20 September
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6ienne

Saturdav 21 September: Nativity of the Most Holvy Mother of God / PoxnecTBo

IIpecBsToii boropoauubl
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxecTBeHHast TUTYprus

Saturday 21 September
2.00 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6eHme

Sunday 22 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxecTBeHHast TUTYprust

Thursday 26 September
5.30 pm: Vigil for the Exaltation of the Life-Giving Cross / Bcenomrnoe 61eHue mpasgHuka
Bosznsuwxkenus Kuoropsiero Kpecrta ['octionnst

Friday 27 September: Exaltation of the Life-Giving Cross / Bo3aBuxeHue

AKusorpopsiuero Kpecra I'ocionust
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxecTBeHHast TUTYprust

Saturday 28 September
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomuoe 6aenue

Sunday 29 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxecTBeHHast TUTYprus

Baptisms in July and August
4 July: Nikola Kostadinov
6 July: Peter Burridge

7 July: Daniel Leonte

9 July: Mark Machniov
13 July: Arsenie Pahomi
14 July: Andrei Bolat

18 July: Emma Gaftea

18 July: Patricia Bolea
20July: Fabian David

20 July: Gabriel Buta




20 July: Laura Kecheva

17 August: Sofia Kelpsaite

17 August: Anastasia Maria Cingureanu
17 August: Maria Blashkevich

24 August: Andrea Nikolau

24 August:Gabriel Surkus

25 August: Dennis Arhip

25 August: David Doroshcan

Wedding in August
5 August: Dmitrii Britchoi and Tatiana Belaia

Church News

This year’s Parish Feast took place on 28 June, with many pilgrims from London, including
our old friend Fr Yaroslav Gudymko, who is originally from the Ukraine.

Our Bishop Irenei moved to London permanently on 5 July and we look forward to his next
visit in the autumn. At present he is busy visiting our parishes in Western Europe, especially
in Switzerland, Luxembourg, Belgium, France and Italy.

At the beginning of July we had the old worn carpet in the Church nave removed and new
carpet laid. Although this cost £5,500, it has been a great improvement and this quality of
carpet should last 20 years.

In July we had the new towelling wallpaper hung along the sides of the main Church, in all a
length of some 45 metres. It has been a beautiful improvement.

In July we had six new windows put in the Hall, as the old ones were completely rotten. This
work will be completed in September, all being well.

AYIITA OCTPOBA: BCIIOMUWHAA CTAPIIA
HUKOJIAA T'YPBAHOBA

NcToyHukK: [IckoBckas JleHTa HoBocteu



https://pln-pskov.ru/church/chpu/353803.html

3TO KaTeropu4yeckun apyrovi Myup, ocobbivi, C 0O4E€Hb AOMALLUHUM YKJ1a40M,
roe AevCcTBUTENIbHO KaXXAblv Apyr aApyra 3HaeTt. [laxe cewivac, B XXl
BeKke, € UIHTepHETOM B KaXX4OM KYPATHUKE U MJIaHLWETOM Y rpyAHNYKOB.
OTtua Hukonas lNypbsiHoBa He cTasio 17 net Ha3ald, HO OH HEe MOKWHYJ
CBOV J1l06UMBbIVI OCTPOB: B CKPOMHOM 3€/IEHOM [AOMUKE, rae HUYero He
N3MEHWJIOCb 3a 3TO BPEMS, B LUyMe AEepPeBbLEB Ha Kaaabulye, KOTopbie OH
cam caxaJs, B uepkBu Hukonas Yypotsopua, benewlievi CTPOVNHOW
KOJIOKOJIbHEW, B BoOJIHaxX [ICKOBCKOro «mops», «bbrowmnxca o 6opT»
COBpPEMEHHOW MOTOPKU, - MOBCKAY €ro aAylua. A rnpexae BCero - oHa B
JII051X, KOTOPble HECYT B cepALe U 4TyT ero gesa v c/10Ba.

CerogHs, B AeHb naMsaATh otua Hukonas [ypbsiHOBa Mbl MOMPOCUIN
pacckasatb O TOM, Kakum bbl1 cTapeld, J0AEN, KOTOPbIe JIMYHO 3HaJsin
ero.

«He yHbIBan!»

...OH BApYT NPUMOAHSIT 32 4yO MOIO TOJIOBY M BHUMATEIHHO IIOCMOTPEI MHE B IJ1a3a.



— To1 monax? Het eme? A xopoiro 061 TeO¢ B MOHACTHIPH!

B Monacteips?! S He BbAEpKal M MPOCTO pacxoxoraics emy B nuno! Hy u crapuk, 4yTo oH
rooput? [la y MeHs ckopo cBaanba! S xoren ObL0 ckazaTh eMy 00 3ToM, HO otell Hukomai
NPUKPBIT MHE POT PYKOH, Kak OyJITO M Tak 3HAII KaXKJI0€ MOE CIOBO.

— Momuu, mommuu! A xopormro 6b1 TeOe B MOHACTBIPE! Sl cHOBa paccMesiics.
— Jla et xe!.. — HaAJaI 5.
Ho crapen onsaTe He 1aja MHE HIYETO CKa3arTh.

— CmMmortpu, ['eoprutonika, korna Oyaenb B MOHACTBIPE, CIIYYUTC Y TeOs ucKyiieHue. Ho Th
HE yHBIBai!..

(N3 KHurn «HecBsTble CBATbIE», MUTPOMOANT [NCKOBCKMU 1 [TOPXOBCKUM
TuxoH)

ITo ybexaenuio MUTpononutTa [lckoBckoro u [lMopxoBckoro TuxoHa,
Oarromka Huxomaii rypBSIHOB OBLIT YEJIOBEKOM COBCPIHICHHO OCO6CHHBIM, JKUBYIIUM «HU B
HamieM, U B COBCPIICHHO JAPYIrOM MHPC» - B STOW CIIOCOOHOCTH H KpbUICA HUCTOYHHK
MHOTOYHUCICHHBIX HCIMOCTUXHUMBIX IJIsA 0OBIYHOTO yMa CJlIy4dacB, CBA3AHHLIX C JKHU3HBIO H
CJIY?KCHUEM CTapua.

«Oren Hukonaii, B nepByto ouepeib, Ob11 0ECKOHEYHO JOOPHIM U JIFOOSIIMM BCEX YETIOBEKOM,
- BCIIOMHUHAET MUTPOIIONUT THXOH, - a Ha JIIOOOBb YEIOBEYECKYI0 OTBeyaeT M bor, KOTophbIii
Toxke ecTb JIto6oBb. [loaToMy mMenHo uepe3 orua Hukomas bor momoran oyeHb MHOTUM
JIOASM U OTKpBIBaJl OYEHb MHOIO€ M HEOObIYaiHO Ba)XKHOE IJIsl HMX, HayMHasi OBITOBOM
KHU3HBbIO KOHYAs BBICOKUMH BONpOCaMH. OTO ObLI MOJBHUI CIyXEHus, noasur JIoOBu u,
caMoe€ INIaBHOE, - TIOABUT Bepsl B boray.

«Tbl OTCIO4Q He ye3)XaWn»



pin24.ru

Hatanba CblueBa - KOpEHHas1 JKUTEJIIbHUIIA OCTPOBa. Kak m 11d BceX OCTalIbHBIX,
Oatromika ObUI A1 Hee HEOThEMJIEMON YacThiO MOBCETHEBHOM JKU3HHU, K HEMY MOXXHO OBLIO
3a0ekaTh I03740pOBAaThCS, CIPOCUTh COBETAa M OJArocioBeHUs. MBI CO3BOHWINCH C HEH
BEUEPOM - B TEUYEHUE BCEro JHSA Yy JKUTENEeH OCTpOoBa OUEHb MHOTO 3a00T, CBOOOIHYIO
MUHYTKY HaWTH CJO0XKHO. YCHIbIIIAB, YTO TOTOBUTCSA CTaThsl KO JIHIO MaMATH OaTIOILKH,
Haranbs Havyana cBoii paccka3-BoclloMUHaHME UMEHHO ¢ 24 aBrycra 2002 roxa.

«Kaxk HM cTpaHHO, - XOTSl, MOXKET, U HE CTPAHHO ATO ObLIO, - B HOUB MEpel] €ro YX0A0M ObLI
oueHb CcwiIbHBIH Tymad. OT o3epa CaHTUMETPOB JAecsATh. Ha crmenyrommii AeHh TymaH
CTYCTHJICA elle OOoJbllle - HENpOITISIHO. B 3TOT neHb HaMm, MECTHBIM, YAajloCh MOJOUTH K
OaTiolIKe MOMPOIIATHCS - U KOTJIa Mbl BCE€ K HEMY MOOILIN, CTaJI0 OTKpbIBaThCs HeOo. Ctanu
MpHe3KaTh MATOMHUKH COTHSIMH. A BOOOIIE IIEN Pa3roBOp, YTOOBI B 3Ty HOYL €TO YBE3TH B
[Tewops! Braiine. [ToaTomy Takoe uyno OaTroIIKa COBEPIIMI - M3-3a TyMaHa BBIBE3TH €r0
OBLIIO TIPOCTO HepealbHO. Ha moxopoHax OBLIO THICSAYM YETHIPE HApPOJA - BCE MEPETOIHEHO,
T€, KOMY HE XBaTUJIO KOMHAT B IOMax, HOYEBAJIM B Xpamey.

Haranbst TOMHAT MHOKECTBO MEIKHX OBITOBBIX HeTaHeﬁ, KOTOPBIC TAaK HECHHBI IJIA TCX, KTO
HC YCHCI MNO3HAKOMHUTLCA C YIAWBUTCIIBHBIM CTApUCM, HO XOTCII OBl npeaACTaBuUTL Cro,
IIOYYBCTBOBATH €I'0 INPUCYTCTBUC. Omna BCIIOMHMHACT, KaKk OH XOAWJI U3 JOMa B A0M - 3HAJ, I'ac



Oomsilye Jiekat, KOro MoIepKaTh HaJo, KOro UCroBenoBarh. Korna BeTpeyas MIKOJIbHHKOB
Ha yJHIE - BCErJa Tpenas 3a 4y0 W TOBOPWI: «YUHTBCS, YUUTHCS M YUUThCs». [IbsHHIIAM,
€CIIM TIOMAaAyTCsl Ha MyTH, BEYHO pa30uBai OyThUTKU. TeM, KTO YXOIUI B 03€pO - YaCTEHBKO
nepeberan gopory. ['oBopui, Ha yady.

Ecnmu nexnuchk muporu B cembe Ha TamaOcke - mepBblii mupor orna Hwukomas Obut. A emie
OuYeHb JIOOWJ HaJIMMa - U MECTHBIE HUKOTAa 00 ATOM He 3a0bIBajid, BCETAa YTOIIAIH: TO
PBIOOH, TO YXOH.

CropammBaro: KakuM OH OblT yenoBeKoM? «COJIHBIIIKOM, - HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO MBI C
Haranweii roBopum 1o TenedoHy, s MIOHUMAr0, 9TO OHa yibioaeTcs. - CBETIbIN, JOOPHIA ObLI,
HUYETro HE MMEI: MOAPSCHUYEK INTONAaHHBIM-NEPeITONaHHbIi, BaJJCHOUKH OOpe3aHHbIe - Y
HEr0 HOXKU OOIleNH, TMOATOMY OH M OCEHbIO, W JIETOM, ObIBajio, B HUX MPOCKOYMT...».
CenoBiachlii, ¢ HEBEPOSITHO CEPACUYHON YIBIOKOM, MPOHUKAIOIIMMHU B CAaMyIO CyTb IJIa3aMH U
- HEOPJMHAPHBIM CKJIAZIOM yMa, KOTOPOMY U BBICOKHMH CKJIaJ ObLI MOJ CUIY, U MO-JETCKH
OTKPBITHINA OMOp. «/Jlake eciam CKa)keT, MOAKOBBIPHET - BCE PABHO OBUIO MPUSATHO, MOTOMY
4TO 3TO HE CO 3JI0CTH, - ToBOpUT Haranbs. - [IomMHIO, MBI, J€BUOHKH, YACTEHBKO XOIWJ B
Oprokax, cropTuBKax. MHOrue CBALICHHUKU BHJIA TAKOE, YUYUTh HAUMHAIOT. A OH HE Y4uIl,
IPOCTO «MY>KHYKOM» Has3blBal. Tak u ciblmmib: «Yero He uaems? WMau, G6marociosiro!
Myxudok!» Jlaxke Takue ero ciioBa 3a pagocTh OBLIHY.

HaTtanba CblueBa: «Korma y Hac uctopus Obuta ¢ OAaHKPOTCTBOM KOJIX03a, S OYCHB
XOTeNa CIPOCHUTh y HEro, 4To AejaTh, CTOUT JIU OOpOThCS. A €ro 3aKpbUIM TOTJa U MyCKallu
He Bcex. Y HHX cocefka Obina MpuHa AnekceeBHa, apcTBO HebecHoe, s eil roBopro: «bab
Up, nposenu mens!» W Bor Mbl mocie o0ena uaeM Oropoiamu, 3afaMu, 4To0 HUKTO He
BUzen. Sl B IOMMK - U Ha KOJEHKM mepen Oariomikod. Tak OH MEHS He OTIIycKal, 3a pyKy
Torma Jepxkail. A y MeHs ObUIM MBICIHM TPOCTO yexaTb C OCTpOBa, Mononas Oblia,
nepcrekTuBbl He Bujaena. CHXKy U B MBICISAX 3TO JIepKy. Mbl ¢ HUM HOTOBOPHIIM, a TIOTOM
coOpayach sl yXOIUTb - OH MEHS 3a PyKy CXBaTHUJ U TOBOPUT: «Bce MeHs JIIoOMIH - BCe MEHs
3a0bUTH». S roBOpIO - «baTiomka, Kak ke Bac 3a0butn? Bac kak mo0Ownu, Tak 1 mo0sT. S He
HOHSIA, YTO OH XOTeNl 3THM CKa3zaTb. MOXET, OH UMeN B BUJAY CBOE€ IOJOXKEHHUE, YTO He
NyCKaJdl K HEeMy HHKOTO, TSDKEJIO eMy ObUIO, HO TOoAeiaTh OH HUYero He Mmor. Sl Havama
HpOILAThCS, MOMPOCHIa OIarociOBUTh, OH OISITh - 32 PYKY. «A THI-TO OTCIOJa HE ye3Kald, Thl
37eCh HYXKHa». A s 1ake He roBopmiia 00 3ToM. Teneps s MOHUMAIO, YTO OH UMEI B BULy Ha
CaMoM JIeJIe».

ITo cnoBam Haranbu, orery Hukonait ['ypbsiHOB poAoOKaeT XpaHUTh OCTPOB, €r0 KUTENEN U
MHOTOUHUCIICHHBIX TaJOMHHKOB. MECTHBIC, HalpuUMep, €CIM KTO-TO 3a0ojes, 0CcoOeHHO
peOeHOK, - cpa3y HAyT K OaTiollKe Ha MOTWILY, Bepsi OECIPEKOCIOBHO B €ro IOMOILb.
MHOkeCTBO pa3 IOMOTaJIa €ro CUa U MPUE3KUM, UCLIEIISAA U yTelasl.



Kutenn TanaOcka OIMIYIIAIOT €ro MOKPOBUTENBCTBO AK€ B TOM, UYTO MX 3€MJIs IIPOIOJIKAET
KHUTb - HECMOTpS Ha TO, YTO BOKPYT OyIIyeT SKOHOMHUYECKHH KpHU3HC U YXyIUlaeTcs
skonorusi. OCTpOBY IOCTOSIHHO IOMOTAIOT - PErHMOHAJIbHBIE BIACTH, LIEPKOBb, MAJIOMHHKH.
EnuncTBeHHOE, Yero 6osATCs ceroans xurTenu Tamabcka - pa3roBOPOB 0 KAHOHHU3AIMHU CTapla
U nepeHecenun ero mouei B IlckoBo-Ileuepckuit MonacTelps. Ho Hartanes nymaer, yto
3TOrO HE JIOMyCTUT caM Oatromika: «OCTpoB - €ro mpUCTaHUIEe A0 KoHua. Iloka kTo-TO U3
HAIllUX MECTHBIX OyJeT *HB - AyMaro, oH OyzaeT ¢ Hamu. [lo kpaiiHeit Mepe, Ha/lelOCh Ha 3TO.
OH CTOJBKO JIET OBLIT 3/1€CH, MBI OBl 0€3 HEro MPOMaIN.

«XUMMIO - He Hapo!»

«llepBas peakuus y BCeX, KTO IEpBBIM pa3 IMONALAaeT HAa OCTPOB, - CJE3bl, - TOBOPUT
npuxoxanka xpama Mneu IIpopoka ¢ Mokporo nyra TaresiHa. - Cie3sl IOKasiHUS, BEIb KOraa
YEJIOBEK I'PEIIHBIN BCTPEYAET YTO-TO CBATOE, UIET OUUILEHUEY.

TaresiHa mpHe3kajga Ha OCTPOB HECKOJIBKO pa3. B mepBelif pa3 oTmpaBmiiach B MOE3JKY K
CTapily B KaKOW-TO CTEMEHU U3 JIFOOOMBITCTBA, HO B OOMbBIICH CTENEHH, KOHEYHO, YTOOBI
MOJTYYUTh KU3HEHHBIN COBET.

«Exarna ¢ Hamu Torja )keHuuHa Monozas. Exana u kypuna. A MbI-TO BCe ITpaBOCIIaBbIE JIIO/U,
OTOJIBUHYJIMCh TaK OT HEE: KaK )K€, €/IeT K CBSITOMY CTaplly - U KypuT, - BCIOMUHAET TaTbsHa.
- Eme u neperap kakoil-ro onrymaercd... [Ipuexanu Ha ocTpoB, kzaeM y nomuka. M BOT -
6exut orery Hukonaii. OH moxdekan K HaM U NMepBOil O1arocaoBUII 3Ty JKEHIIMHY. ['oBopUT
el: «Ax, kakasa y Te0s kopTouka-To xopomas. [lama Obl Tl MHE TaKyO KOQTOUKY TOHOCHUTBY.
Omna 1o mpocrote IymeBHON eMy B oTBeT: «barromika - Ha, HOcu!» OH Bcex OarocioBui u
TYT, BUIUMO, TI0 €ro BHYTpeHHeH MosuTBe ['ocroias Hac Bpa3ymiysieT: HE CMOTPHUTE Ha ee
JUIO U CUrapery, CMOTpHUTE, Kakas Aylia y Hee mpekpacHas. CMOTpIO Ha JpPYyTHUX - OHH
IPOUYUTAIU B cebe To ke camoe. batromika ogHUM CIOBOM BCE HaM IIPOYMCTHI U CKa3al TakK,
YTO MBI BCE MOHSUIN - OH HAC MIPOCTO MOCPAMUIDY).



YMeHue cka3aTh KaKJIOMY TO, YTO HY’KHO €My MMEHHO Ceildac, IPOU3BOAMIO HEU3IIIAANMOE
BIICYATIICHUE HA MATOMHHUKOB. «KaXIblil NPUXOAWI CO CBOEH HYXKIOM, OH IIyTOYKOW-
pr0OayTOYKOH, CKaKEeT CKOPOTOBOPOUYKY - KOMY HaJO0, TOT YCIbIIIA, Hallesl OTBET Ha CBOM
BONPOC U OTXOAWUT. Tak MbI U MpUE3KAIU - KTO C 4eM», - 00bacHsaeT TarbsHa. [Ipu sTOM
cioBa otia Hukonast I'ypbsHoBa ObliIH, Kak ceifuac MPUHATO TOBOPUTH, aJPECHBIC - TOHUMAI
UX TOJIbKO TOT, K KOMy OHHU ObUIM oOpaieHsl. LleHmn OaTiomka ¥ MolIyaHUE, MPOCHI HE
JIEIUThCS. CO BCEMU IOAPS CBOMMH BIEUYATICHUSAMH. «A Mbl IO NEPBOCTH Kak Oa3apHble
TETKU JAETUTHCS OPOCHIIUCH TOCe BCTPEUH C HUM, - cMeeTcs TaTbsiHa. - Karep-to u 3armox
Halll mocepeanHe o3epa. Tak Oatromka Hac BpasymMuia: mMomuute. M mbl 3amonmuanu. He Ha
OCTAaBIIYIOCS KHU3Hb, HO JI0 JJOMa TOYHOM.

Kak u MHorue npyrue, BCHOMHMHAET IICKOBHYKA M Yy/eca BEpbI, KOTOpbIE sIBJIsI crapen. 1
HpOCTHIE, OOBIIEHHBIE - KaK, HAapuUMep, (POTOMIEHKa 3aCBETUIIACH Y alTapHHUKa, KOTOPHIH 0e3
0s1arocI0BeHUs pelni OaTIONIKY 3aleyaTinTh, 10 COBEPIIEHHO HEMOCTUXKUMBIX, CBA3aHHbIX
CO CIIy4asiMU MCLEJICHUS] HEU3JICYMMO OOJIBHBIX JIFONIEH.

TaTbsAHa: «Kak-To pa3 s aexypuia B XpaMe Ha Kacce, U K HaM MPHIIUIA KEHIIWHA: OHa
CKa3aja, 4TO HE MOXET He TIOJCIHMTHCS CBOCH HUCTOpUEH, YTO €€ TMEperoNHSAET TO, YTO
cyunioch ¢ Hed. Pacckasanma, 4To y Hee oub 3a0ojena pakoM KpOBHU M € TpelcTosiia
oneparus. OHU ¢ My>KEM YCIBIIIANU Mpo cTapua Hukomnas u pemmau B3sTh 01arocIoBeHHE.
[Ipuexanu Ha ocTpoB, a Oartomka Hukomail yxe o4eHb TspKeno Oosen, OyKBaibHO JH000E
JBUKCHHE BBI3BIBAJIO y HEro HEBEPOATHYI Ooiib. EMy odeHb TypaHO OBLIO TOBOPUTH,
NOJITHUMATh TJ1a3a, TIOBEPHYTh T'OJIOBY, HIEBEIUTHh I'y0aMu. VX He myckaiw K HEMy - Torna
pa3HOE TOBOPWIIH, HO, HABEPHOE, JIFOJIN, KOTOPHIE 32 HIUM YXa)KUBaJU, HE XOTEIH, YTOOBI KTO-
TO OaTroNKy Oecrokom. JleByika 3Ta Obula OYeHb HEOeIHAsI, €€ BCE e MYyCTUIIN K CTapIly C



My’>KeM W JOYKoW. A y Oarromku ObuT Takoi JroOuMblid kKoT Jlumka, motoMm otenr Hukomaii
OTJaJI 3TOr0 KOTa OJHOW M3 HAIMX NMpHUXokaHOK. Kak oHa MHe pacckas3biBajia: BIETAE€T OHA K
HeMy u kpuuuT: «barttomika, GnarocioBute!» OH OTKpBIBAaET Ifla3a U TUXO-TUXO, OAHUMU
ry0aMu ToBOpHUT eif: «XumMuio He Hago». OHa emy KpuuuT: «baTromka, kakas xumus? Y MeHs
nouyb ymupaet! Bel uto? brnarocnosure Ha onepanuio!» OH el OonsTh THXO-THXO: IyOamu:
«Xumuto - He Hago». M ona ycomuumnace. [logymana: «Crapen - HeHacrosmumit!l» Bapyr
BUJUT: C MY’KEM YTO-TO HE TO. A OH CMOTPUT Ha JIEBOUKY: €€ pacuapanai Kot JIumouka. Tyt
KECHIIMHA BOOOIIEe CTpamiHble cioBa HaroBopwia. OHM ee OMHTYIOT, Ha BEpPTONET W
MTHOBEHHO B MockBy. [Ipuberator - Tam ux yxe xayT. Bapyr HaBcTpedy Oexut mpodeccop
U KpruuT: «Ciymiaid, moJoX/Iu C ONEpalue, TyT MPHeXaao HEMEIKOe CBETHIIO, Te0e XUMUIO
npeuiaraoT. Y Hee Kak yAap MOJIHUM B rojioBe ciioBa oTua Hukomnas: « Xumuio He Hago!».
Jloub yBe31IM Ha aHaJIU3bl, @ B AylIe y Hee - ojiHoe cMsaTeHue. M BoT BbIxomuT mpodeccypa
BCsl, IPUBOJAT JAEBOUYKY M TOBOPSAT: «A 4TO BbI Jenaere TyT? OHa 310poBa». Bece B 00MOpOK.
XKenimuna 3Ta pemmia: moexy Ha OCTPOB, yHaay Mepes cTaplieM Ha KoJieHH, Oyay yMOJSTb,
OnaronapuTh, Kak )KuTh-To MHa4ye? [loOexana Ha Bok3ai, a TaM Bce 4epHO. B kacce HecMoTps
Ha Bce CBs3u OmneToB HeT. CripainBaeTt, B 4eM JIeN0, a eil roBopAaT: «Crapelr ymep». A 4epHO
- MOHax| Ipuexanu co Bcero cera. OHa, KOHEUHO, OI03/ajla Ha TOXOPOHBI, HO IIpHUexalia Ha
3anuT, pblaana, 6aarogapusia ero Ha MOTHIIKe, ITpocuia npoiuenus. U koraa yxe cobupanach
exaTb 00paTHO B MOCKBY, 3allljla B HaIll XpaM M MEPBBIN, KTO el momnasics, Obiia 1. MHe oHa
BCE 3TO U paccKazaiay.

Perynaprno mnpuxoxane xpama Wibu Ilpopoka ¢ Mokporo syra (B TOM 4HCIE IOHBIE
BOCHUTAHHUKU BOCKPECHOW IIKOJIBI) MPH Y4YaCTUU HKCKYPCHOHHOIO ILeHTpa «Tpouukuii»
€34T Ha OCTpOB K crapuy Huxomaro I'yppsiHOBY - Kak M MHOTME APYrHM€ MAJOMHHMKH W3
[IckoBa, obnmactu, Poccum u 3apyOexps. «OH xe roBopui: «lIpuxomure KO MHE Kak K
AKHBOMY», BOT M HE 3a0bIBalOT 0 HeM. KTo n3 GiarogqapHoCTH e/1eT, KTO 3a UCLIEJIeHUEM, KTO B
naMsATh O JYXOBHOM OTIIE, - TOBOPUT Hala colecefHuia. - Yem nanpiie - TeM OOJIbLIINM
KOJIMYECTBOM 4aJl OH oOpacTtaeT. Takoe BIledaTiaeHue, 4YTo OH ¢ Hamu. [Ipuxonuis k HeMy B
KEJIBIO - MBICJIEHHO MCIIOBEy€ElIbCs U OLIyIIaellb, 4YTO OaTionIKa Te0s 6JarocaoBiseT.

K cnoBy, 6:1arocioBisi OH, 10 BOCIIOMHHAHUSM, BETOUKOW cupeHHu. «M momas3odek y Hero
ObUI - KaHLIEJISIPCKasi CKpEeIKa Takas, OH €€ BBITATMBAJI M HAMAThIBAJI HA HEE TO JIU OMHT, TO JIU
BaTy, - Aenutcs TarbsHa. - OH Tak B My3bIPHKE €10 OBOAUT, MIOMAXKET JI00 U KTO UCLEISIICS,
KTO 3achlliall, 3a0bIBaJICsl, y KOrO MPOCTO TPYCTh OTXOIMJIA, B OOIIEM, 3TOr0 IMOMa3aHUs
KJIaJu BCE KaK MaHHBI HeOECHOH. A TaMm MpocTO cKkpemnka. [IoToM 3Ty CKpenKy OH momapui
MoHaxuHe [lancun n3 JlatBuu. OHa HaM Kak-TO rOBOPUT: «BOT 4TO y MEHs €CTh» - U OCTaeT
9TOT MY3BIPEK CTPALIHBIA U ATOT MOMa30K. Mbl ¢ OGaroroBeHHEM MOAXOAWIN U OHA Ma3aia
HAC - 3TO HEBEPOATHAsS CBATBIHA.

Taresna: «Koneuno, stot nap ['ocroap 3a ocobbie 3aciyru man otity Huxomaro. HaBepHoe,
MOJIpacTaloT YK€ HOBBIC CTapilbl, OHM Yyke ecThb. Kak e mpaBocimaBue B Poccum 6e3
crapuectBa. [IoTOM MbI y3HaeM, yCIbIIUM O HUX. [ OCIIO/Ib HE OCTABUT HAIIUX JIFOJEH ! »



k %k %k

Ecnn Bnepsbie npubbiBLUME Ha OCTPOB CAPALUMBAIN, KaK MPONTH K
b6aTolKe Hukonar, UM BCcerga oTBeYasn rnpocTo: «Nan Tyna, Kyaa naert
Hapoa». W noka 3Ta «HapofHas Tporna» He 3apocsa, y JIIoAEN, BHe
3aBUCUMOCTUN OT UX BEPbI UM HALUMOHA/IbHOCTU, €CTb HadexXhaa u ecTb
opneHTUP. U, Noxoxe, ¢ KaXXablM rooM CBET 3TOro0 UCTUHHO AYXOBHOIO
OPUEHTMPA CUSIET BCE sIPYeE.

24 aBrycTta, B 17-10 rogoBLUNHY KOHYUHbI cTapua rnpotonepess Hukonas
lypbsiHOBa, Ha oCTpoBe 3a/nT Mo Tpaavuuuu rpouaeT 3ayrnokKonHoe
borocny»xxeHune. 10 OKOHYaHUW JINTYpPrun BCe CobpaBLUMNECS KPECTHbLIM
xoaom, rnpu neHun Tpornaps lNpeobpaxeHus ocnoaHs, HarpaBsaTCA Ha
knagbuvwe k morune npotouvepess Hukonas lypbsiHoBa, rae rnpovigeTt
naHuxuaa ro rnoyYymsLUEMY CTapLy.

NcTo4yHuk: [IckoBckas JleHTa HoBocTteu

24 asrycta 2019 r.

ON THE HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH IN
KOREA

An Open Letter Response to Metropolitan Ambrose of Korea

Metropolitan Sergei of Singapore

Archbishop Theophan of Korea of the Russian Orthodox Church. Photo: foma.ru

This open letter of Metropolitan Sergei of Singapore and Southeast Asia of
the Moscow Patriarchate to Metroplitan Ambrose of Korea of the
Patriarchate of Constantinople was published in English on Orthodox
World by request of Met. Sergei, as that site had published the original
article from Met. Ambrose that Met. Sergei is responding to.


http://theorthodoxworld.com/exclusive-how-the-moscow-patriarchate-tramples-on-church-canons-and-undermines-orthodox-unity-in-korea/
http://theorthodoxworld.com/exclusive-how-the-moscow-patriarchate-tramples-on-church-canons-and-undermines-orthodox-unity-in-korea/
https://theorthodoxworld.com/exclusive-open-letter-of-metropolitan-sergiy-of-singapore-to-metropolitan-ambrosios-of-korea/
https://theorthodoxworld.com/exclusive-open-letter-of-metropolitan-sergiy-of-singapore-to-metropolitan-ambrosios-of-korea/
http://orthochristian.com/123387.html
https://pln-pskov.ru/church/chpu/353803.html

Your Eminence Metropolitan Ambrose,

I have long hesitated to respond to your interview published on The Orthodox World
website on April 12: https://theorthodoxworld.com/exclusive-how-the-moscow-
patriarchate-tramples-on-church-canons-and-undermines-orthodox-unity-in-
korea/. However, the impression from my recent trip to Ukraine, to attend with a
blessing of His Holiness Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia the celebrations
on the occasion of the Name Day of His Beatitude Metropolitan Onuphry of Kiev and
All Ukraine, led me to the decision to respond to your public statements.

Since your interview remarks are published on a website that gives no information
about those who run and edit it, I can see no other way to respond to these
publications than to appeal personally to you. However, considering the public
nature of your statements, my letter will be open as well, so that readers can draw
their own conclusions.

I remember with joy how warmly you welcomed me with a brotherly kiss when I
visited you in Seoul in June 2017. So, it is much more painful to see in what dark
colors you, without being shy of rumors and conjectures, paint the pastoral and
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missionary work of the Russian Orthodox Church. Have the complicated
relationships between our two Churches caused by the decisions of Patriarch
Bartholomew of Constantinople to create a new “church” structure in Ukraine really
made such a radical impact on your attitude to us? But no, you write with a reference
to an anonymous “elder,” saying that for a thousand years many Church leaders in
Russia have never learned what the Gospel teaches, thus cultivating “a satanic and
imperialistic theory of ‘Moscow as the Third Rome.”” And all this is said as if you
have always believed it. Should I now conclude that the welcome you gave me in
Seoul was hypocritical, and that now your attitude is sincere?

My two great-grandfathers, who were priests, went through prisons and prison
camps for their faith and service to the Church. One of them was executed by
shooting for his faith in God. The authorities sought to deprive my mother of
parental rights for bringing up us, her children, in the faith. When in school, I had
my small baptismal cross torn away from me, and I was mocked for being a believer.
In my childhood we copied texts of Holy Scripture and prayers by hand and
cherished them as the greatest treasure. We did not just copy these texts but kept
reread and studied them with profound reverence and love. The story of my family is
not unique. Very many endured the horrors of persecution and mockery. Just think
how it is to read in your text the revelations of a nameless “elder” that we failed to
learn the Gospel. It is equally painful for me to read that you “firmly believe” that the
Russian Orthodox Church, which has hatched some insidious plan for several
decades now, has only awaited an occasion to stop the liturgical commemoration of
Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople. It is impossible to imagine anything more
absurd.

In your interview you clearly allege that the activities of the Moscow Patriarchate in
Southeast Asia are uncanonical. I take the liberty to remind you the history of the
emergence of Orthodoxy in the region: Russian priests began their pastoral ministry
in China in 1685, St. Nicholas (Kasatkin) came to Japan in 1861, and the Russian
Ecclesiastical Mission in Korea was established in 1897. Russian parishes appeared
in Indonesia in 1934; in the same year, a parish was opened in Manila. St. John
(Maximovitch) of Shanghai celebrated the first Divine services in Vietnam in 1949.
This is only some of the documentary evidence of the beginning of the Russian
Church’s mission in the countries of South and Southeast Asia during which no other
Orthodox Church was represented.

In your interview you cite an alleged dialogue that you heard second-hand between
Metropolitan Kirill of Smolensk and Kaliningrad, now His Holiness Patriarch Kirill
of Moscow and All Russia, and a certain Russian-speaking parishioner, during which
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a claim was made to the St. Nicholas Cathedral in Seoul. I specifically asked His
Holiness about it. It is not true. There was no such talk and could not be, as His
Holiness is well versed in the history of the Orthodox Church in Korea. The Russian
Ecclesiastical Mission in Korea once owned plots of land and buildings not only in
Seoul but also throughout the Korean Peninsula. What happened to them later?
Were they sold or transferred? If they were, then by whom, to whom and on what
terms? We do not know in full measure as yet, but we will study this matter.

The historical fact is also that for hundreds of years not a single complaint or
reproach has come to the Russian Church from her Orthodox brothers as to our
actions in Asia up to the recent times when the Patriarch of Constantinople has
changed his ecclesiology and wished, instead of being “the first among equals” to
become “the first without equals.”

The pastoral and missionary ministry of the Russian Orthodox Church in Asia has
never been challenged by any Local Orthodox Church; on the contrary, it was
welcomed, as is clear, for instance, from the letters sent by patriarchs of Jerusalem to
St. Nicholas of Japan Equal-to-the-Apostles. Thus, as far back as 1896, His Beatitude
Patriarch Gerasimos of Jerusalem sent icons, holy relics and other shrines as gifts to
the Japanese Church. Consequently, support for Orthodoxy in Japan and profound
personal respect for St. Nicholas continued to be shown by both Patriarch Gerasimos’
successors and hierarchs of various Local Orthodox Churches.

When in 1956 the Russian Orthodox Church granted autonomy to the Chinese
Orthodox Church founded on the basis of the Russian Ecclesiastical Mission in China
and the Exarchate of East Asia (which at that time exercised canonical jurisdiction
over communities in Korea), this decision was not challenged at all by Local
Churches, nor was the Russian Church’s canonical jurisdiction over Orthodox church
structures in China ever disclaimed. His Holiness Patriarch Joachim III of
Constantinople in his time sent an icon for a Russian church under construction in
Harbin, thus supporting our Church presence in China.

When in 1970, the status of autonomy was given to the Japanese Orthodox Church,
Patriarch Athenagoras of Constantinople refused to include the primate of the
Japanese Church in the diptychs because of his autonomous rather than
autocephalous status. He did not challenge the canonical jurisdiction of the Russian
Church over Orthodox ecclesial structures in that country, just as no doubt had been
cast on it for over a century.

A very clear testimony to it is given by an outstanding missionary of our times, the
primate of the Albanian Orthodox Church, His Beatitude Archbishop Anastasios of
Tirana and All Albania, in this book Unto the Uttermost Part of the Earth.



I will dwell separately on the history of the Russian Ecclesiastical Mission in Korea.
The history of Russian-Korean relations traces back to the time of the Kievan Rus’,
when the conception of “Moscow as the Third Rome” mentioned by Your Eminence
did not as yet exist. Additionally, the only historical document that declares this idea
directly is the Charter on the Establishment of the Patriarchate in Moscow signed by
His Holiness Patriarch Jeremiah of Constantinople (1589); whereas the Russian
Orthodox Church began its missionary work among the Koreans in 1856, when St.
Innocent (Veniaminov) began sending Orthodox preachers to the South Ussuriysky
land, a destination of an inflow of Korean re-settlers. In 1885, an agreement was
reached between Russia and Korea that gave Russian nationals a right to freely
celebrate Divine services in the territory of Korea. By the 1897 decision of the Most
Holy Governing Synod, the Russian Ecclesiastical Mission was established in Korea
with the task to take care of Russian Orthodox Christians residing on the Korean
Peninsula and to preach Orthodoxy among the local non-Christian population. On
February 17, 1900, the head of the mission Archimandrite Khrisanf (Schetkovsky)
celebrated the Divine Liturgy in Seoul, thus marking the beginning of the Russian
Mission’s activities.

From the time of its foundation until 1908, the Korean Mission was in the
jurisdiction of the metropolitan of St. Petersburg; from 1908 to 1921 in that of the
bishop of Vladivostok; from 1921 to 1945—of the archbishop of Tokyo, and from 1945
to 1954 it was part of the Exarchate of East Asia.

However, the Mission’s work was forcibly stopped. After the end of World War 11, the
South Korean authorities and the American occupation administration waged a
struggle for several years, seeking to bring the Mission out of the jurisdiction of the
Moscow Patriarchate. Incapable of doing so by any legal means, the South Korean
authorities banished the Mission’s head Archimandrite Polycarp from the country in
1949. For political reasons, the work of the Mission was suspended and its property
was confiscated. It was only in 1955 that the surviving parishes of the Russian
Orthodox Church, deprived as they were of archpastoral care, and not without the
influence of the military presence of foreign powers in South Korea, joined the
Archdiocese of the Patriarchate of Constantinople in America. It is hardly possible to
recognize as lawful the move of the clergy and communities to another jurisdiction
under pressure from political forces (and without any letters of release).

Therefore, today we speak not of the establishment of a “parallel Church” but of the
restoration of the ecclesiastical mission of the Russian Orthodox Church. It is
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conditioned by the historical process of revival of the Russian Church which suffered
under the yoke of the godless power for seventy years and by the need to provide
pastoral care to our compatriots in all parts of the globe including Asia, as well as by
the impossibility of our flock at present to partake of the Mysteries in the Church of
Constantinople as it has entered into communion with schismatics and invaded the
canonical bounds of the Moscow Patriarchate in Ukraine.

I will repeat, historically the destiny of Orthodoxy in Korea was linked with Russia.
And today the Church exerts efforts to revive the spiritual closeness between our
peoples, to restore the spiritual bonds which used to tie them in the past. The
Russian Orthodox Church has historical and canonical reasons for resuming its
missionary work, interrupted by force of historical circumstances in the Korean
Peninsula.

Your Eminence, you prefer not to see the political nature of your Church’s actions in
Ukraine, but you speak of a political nature of the actions of the Moscow Patriarchate
in Korea, where we allegedly undermine the canonical order of the Church and
practice proselytism. You show indignation at the formation of parishes and dioceses
of the Moscow Patriarchate in Southeast Asia on the whole and in Korea in
particular. This matter was recently dealt with in detail by my fellow-hierarch, His
Eminence Theophan (Kim), Archbishop of
Korea: https://mospat.ru/en/2019/06/03/news174877/. 1 will only add that in
many countries in Europe and America, which do not belong to the canonical
territory of a particular Church, there are several coexisting bishops of various Local
Churches, and this does not present an unsurmountable obstacle for their ministry
and common witness to Christ. It is a good example of a situation in which it is Christ
and the Church and immortal human souls that are made the cornerstone.

The Russian Church is focused on dialogue and takes an active part in all episcopal
conferences without pushing forward unacceptable conditions in the places where
the Russian flock is in the majority, resolving arising issues in the spirit of love and
cooperation. Therefore, I see your reproaches as groundless.

Today, a considerable number of our faithful in Seoul assemble for the Divine
Liturgies in a facility that is simple but lovingly arranged as a temporary church. We
receive many letters from our faithful both from Seoul and various parts of Korea
with gratitude and with requests for pastoral care. Should we push away these people
who regard the Russian Orthodox Church as their Mother and His Holiness Patriarch
Kirill of Moscow and All Russia as their spiritual father? You should note that these
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people will not come today to churches of the Patriarchate of Constantinople for the
above-mentioned reason.

Has not the Patriarchate of Constantinople’s Metropolis of Korea recently celebrated
the 119th anniversary of the first Divine Liturgy in Korea—that is, the anniversary of
the beginning of the Russian Church’s mission in Korea? Do you want to say that you
celebrated an anniversary of “non-canonical actions?” And what then did Patriarch
Bartholomew of Constantinople celebrate fraternally together with Archbishop
Clement of Kaluga and Borovsk and an assembly of archpastors in Seoul in February
2000? And Metropolitan Gregorios of Thyateira and Great Britain who officiated at
the Divine Liturgy in Seoul in 2010 in con-celebration with Archbishop Veniamin of
Vladivostok and Primorye—what did they celebrate?

Your story about a meeting with a priest is also perplexing. All the Orthodox
Christians in Seoul are well aware of the person in question. He is an unfortunate
man but God vouchsafed him the grace of priesthood. It is difficult for me to imagine
his behavior such as you describe, but even if it is so, I can only recall the words of
the Apostle: If a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore
such an one in the spirit of meekness (Gal. 6:1).

You write that in November 2018, at the round-table conference on the Russian
Orthodox Church and Compatriots: An Experience of Cooperation in Southeast Asia,
Australia and Oceania, chaired by Metropolitan Hilarion of Volokolamsk, Chairman
of the Moscow Patriarchate’s Department for External Church Relations, signatures
were collected under a document signed by very few. Apparently, you were told a lie
as in fact no Church document was signed at that meeting.

The longstanding history of relationships between our Churches unfortunately knows
of sad pages as well, which, until the recent events, we preferred not to recall.
However, as far back as the 1920s, the Patriarch of Constantinople tried to depose
His Holiness Patriarch Tikhon (Belavin) and did everything possible to support the
Renovationsists’ “Living Church,” established by the State Political Directorate under
the People's Commissariat for Internal Affairs (NKVD) of the Russian Soviet
Federative Socialist Republic—the development to which the confessor-Patriarch
gave this response: “Having read these minutes, We were greatly confused and
astonished that a representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the head of the
Church of Constantinople, without any preliminary contact with Us as the lawful
representative and head of the entire Russian Orthodox Church, has interfered in the
internal life and affairs of the autocephalous Russian Church. The Holy Councils (see
Canons 2 and 3 of the Second Ecumenical Council, etc.) recognized and recognize the



Bishop of Constantinople’s [...] primacy over other autocephalous Churches in honor,
not in power... Any sending of any commission without a contact with Me as the only
lawful and Orthodox First Hierarch of the Russian Orthodox Church without my
knowledge is unlawful, will not be accepted by the Russian Orthodox people and will
bring not appeasement but even a greater trouble and schism in the life of the
already much-suffering Russian Orthodox Church.”

The change in the attitude of the Patriarchate of Constantinople happened as far
back as the 1940s, when, during World War II, there was a radical change in the
Soviet leadership’s policy towards the Church. After his famous meeting with three
metropolitans of the Patriarchal Church in September 1943, Stalin decided that the
authorities did not need the Renovationist schism any longer and authorized its
liquidation. In this situation, the Patriarch of Constantinople had no reason
whatsoever to deal with the Renovationist outsiders and he restored communion
with the Moscow Patriarchate as if nothing had happened. The Russian Orthodox
Church, on her part, did not opt for calling anybody to account for their recent
canonical depravity.

Another invasion into the canonical space of the Russian Church happened in the
1990s in Estonia. The Patriarchate of Constantinople, supported by the Estonian
President, Prime Minister and Ministry of the Interior, recognized a Church
structure, which then enjoyed political support and was not shy of using nationalistic
overtones in its rhetoric, while ignoring the presence in the country of the only
canonical Church in the jurisdiction of the Moscow Patriarchate. What is especially
astonishing and sad is that this attitude was supported personally by Patriarch
Bartholomew. The canonical communion between the Russian Church and the
Church of Constantinople was then severed. Can the Church of Christ violate canons
so daringly and divide people into ethnic entities and sow enmity between them?
This gravest conflict in the history of the Orthodox Church, repeatedly called a
“schism” in the press, was settled by the end of 1996 through a compromise, as the
Orthodox Churches of Russia and Constantinople agreed to the existence of two
jurisdictions in the territory of the Estonian state, which is not consonant with either
canon law or historical justice. Were the actions of the Patriarchate of Constantinople
beneficial for the Church, beneficial for the Estonian people? Did the total number of
believers increase? You yourself know that, according to Estonian official
information, the Estonian Orthodox Church has over six times more followers than
the Patriarchate of Constantinople’s structure in Estonia. In the last years, the
authorities appear shy of publishing the statistics, for the people’s historical choice
refutes the political plans of politicians. The political project, which is attempted to
be repeated now in Ukraine has actually failed and cannot be justified by any Church
goal because the people of God, the guardian of truth, feel where the truth lies.



Moving to the Ukrainian problem, which occupies a noticeable place in your
statements, I will note that in your interview you draw a parallel between the way in
which the Moscow Patriarchate reconciled with the Russian Orthodox Church
Outside of Russia (ROCOR) and the way in which the Patriarchate of Constantinople
admitted the Ukrainian schismatics from the so-called “Kiev Patriarchate” and the
“UAOC.” However, one cannot help but see fundamental differences between these
actions.

ROCOR’s communion with the Moscow Patriarchate was suspended in the 1920s due
to the political system in the USSR and pressure put on the Russian Church. The
Church of Constantinople, which survived the Ottoman-Turkish rule, is well aware of
the weight of pressure exerted by power structures. The Russian Church has never
rejected the grace-giving nature of ROCOR’s sacraments. In ROCOR itself, the
apostolic succession of episcopal consecrations has never been broken. When the
times became favorable, Eucharistic communion was restored.

Whereas the Ukrainian situation is very different. The former Metropolitan Philaret
(Denisenko) was deposed due to his canonical offences, and this decision was
supported by the primates of all the Local Churches. On August 26, 1992, Patriarch
Bartholomew of Constantinople, in his letter to Patriarch Alexei II of Moscow and All
Russia concerning the deposition of Metropolitan Philaret of Kiev, wrote, “Our Holy
Great Church of Christ, recognizing the fullness of the competence of your Most Holy
Church in this matter, accepts the synodal decision on the above.” Can one first
approve a deposition and then cancel one’s decision on it? How does it correspond
with the Gospel words, But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay:
for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil (Mt. 5:37)? For his further
persistence in schism, Denisenko was anathematized, which was also authenticated
by all the Churches. With the support of Ukrainian power structures, he organized a
“Kiev Patriarchate” and began “consecrating” bishops. These “consecrations” are now
recognized by the Patriarchate of Constantinople. Constantinople also unilaterally
recognized the episcopal “consecrations” administered in the so-called “Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church,” whose head “Metropolitan” Makary Maletich left
the Moscow Patriarchate without permission, being in the rank of presbyter. The
conclusion is clear—supported by a majority of Orthodox episcopate and clergy as
well as theologians—that the episcopal consecrations administered by “Kiev
Patriarchate” and the “UAOC” are invalid and remain such in the newly created
“church.” These “church” entities, just as ordinations performed in them, have never
been recognized by a single Local Church. Ignoring these facts, the Synod of the
Church of Constantinople supported the appeal of the Ukrainian president, the
Supreme Rada, and the above-mentioned heads of religious communities by
admitting them into Eucharistic communion and accepting their ordinations as valid.



Thus repeated are century-old events about which Metropolitan Sergei
(Stragorodsky) wrote with such a pain in his heart: “We know that only those are in
the unity of the Church who are in communion with their lawful bishop and
patriarch, that one who is excommunicated by his patriarch cannot be accepted in
communion with others (Canon 1, Council in the Church of the Holy Wisdom). And
the one who comes into communion with an excommunicated one should be
excommunicated (Apostolic canons 10, 12) [...] All, both patriarchs and lay people,
are equal before the law of God. So, when in the fifteenth century the Patriarch of
Constantinople fell away into union with Rome, the Russian Church refused to follow
him [..] So the communion of the Patriarch of Constantinople with the
Renovationists can only make the Patriarch a Renovationist rather than make
Renovationists Orthodox.”

Metropolitan Luke (Kovalenko) of Zaporozhe and Melitopol related how, during your
meeting with him in 2018, you assured him that Constantinople would not legalize
the schism, and that if anything like this happened with time, then it would be only
after the schismatics’ repentance. Today we know how it all eventually happened—
without a hint of repentance and with a haughty demonstration of triumph. The
healing of the schism in Ukraine stated as the goal of this act has not taken place.

Unprecedented pressure has been put upon the clergy and laity of the canonical
Church in Ukraine with the use of all kinds of instruments commanded by the state,
such as secret services, blackmail, intimidation, and the seizure of churches with the
connivance or support of police and local authorities. The heart bleeds with pain to
see continued attempts to seize by force the churches of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church.

This situation was made a tragi-comedy by the refusal of false patriarch “Philaret”
Denisenko to accept the tomos granted by Constantinople and the resumption of the
“Kiev Patriarchate.” It shows one more time that the decisions of the Patriarchate of
Constantinople to grant “autocephaly” to a new “church structure” in Ukraine have
failed to bring peace and unity to the Orthodox Christians in the country and have
only brought new divisions, the emergence of a parallel “episcopate” and people’s
suffering, just as has been the case time and again in history. These people, who call
themselves “archpastors” and “priests” of the “Orthodox Church of Ukraine,” now
can freely celebrate the Liturgy in churches of the Patriarchate of Constantinople.
Forgive me, but I cannot join together with such people in the One Cup wherever it
may happen—in Istanbul, the USA, or Korea.



All this is happening in the presence of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church recognized
by all the Local Orthodox Churches together with her lawful primate, His Beatitude
Metropolitan Onuphry of Kiev and All Ukraine, who together with all the hierarchs
resolutely rejected such a means of obtaining “autocephaly.”

During the festivities in Kiev on June 24-25, I felt an exceptional spiritual elation, of
true Orthodox unity. Praying together were representatives of ten autocephalous
Orthodox Churches and three more could not send their representatives but their
primates sent messages of greeting to His Beatitude Metropolitan Onuphry.
Expressing support and wishing courage in overcoming the tragic situation, we all
prayed in a conciliar way, sharing the suffering and pain inflicted on the Ukrainian
faithful by the decisions of the supreme authority of your Church. The festive Liturgy
at the Kiev Caves Lavra of the Holy Dormition, in which the hierarchs, clergy and
God-loving people prayed together, reminded me of Pascha and became a real
triumph of Orthodoxy!

At the same time, regrettably, we can see much falsehood in the words and deeds of
high representatives of the Patriarchate of Constantinople. Seeing the failure of their
infamous initiative in Ukraine, they seek to involve our Christian brothers in this
failed adventure. In the same argument are the statements about our Church which
were voiced in the course of the visit, which you had prepared, of a delegation of the
National Council of Churches in Korea to Istanbul, and the attempts to slander the
Russian Orthodox Church in other contacts with non-Orthodox Christians and in
numerous press appearances. At the same time, the whole Orthodox world is crying
out about the need to resolve this problem as soon as possible through fraternal
dialogue.

The Korean and Russian peoples are tied by centuries of friendship, and I believe
that we will preserve and strengthen our fraternal relations despite any trials. The
Russian Church has always been a vehicle of peace in the Korean land and around
the world.

Our common task, Vladyka, is to glorify and proclaim Christ, to serve Him sparing no
effort, to do works of charity, love and truth, to call each person to salvation
regardless of his or her race or status in society. We, on our part, are always ready for
peaceful cooperation and open for fraternal embrace.

The present situation seems to be humanly insoluble. The history of the Church
knows of a great deal of human divisions but also of a great many cases of
reconciliation. Let us, Vladyka, not aggravate the division. Our Churches are
experiencing a difficult period in relationships, but let us do all we can to ensure that
the flock in Korea and other countries of Southeast Asia is not affected by them, so



that everyone can have an opportunity to pray and partake of the Holy Mysteries of
Christ and can preach Orthodoxy without hindrance. I call upon you not to distort
facts in order to meet political interests. Let us serve not the division but a future
reconciliation and unity for which we pray as commanded by our Lord Jesus Christ.

With hope for understanding and fraternal love in Christ,

+ SERGEI

Metropolitan of Singapore and Southeast Asia
Patriarchal Exarch of Southeast Asia

Metropolitan Sergei of Singapore

Pravoslavie.ru

8/29/2019
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