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CBT. HOAHHA IIAHXAMCKOI'O, YYTOTBOPIIA
ST JOHN’S RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
Military Road, Colchester, Essex CO1 2AN

His Holiness Kyrill, Patriarch of Moscow and All the Russias
Most Rev. Metropolitan Hilarion, First Hierarch of ROCOR
Very Rev. Mark, Archbishop of Berlin, Germany and Great Britain

For this newsletter in electronic form: www.orthodoxengland.org.uk/zchurchnews.htm

Confession and Contact / UcnoBeab

For confessions (on Saturdays, Sundays or at other times), and for baptisms, weddings, house
blessings, car blessings etc: 0. Auapeii / Fr Andrew:

T: 01394 273820

E: frandrew_anglorus@yahoo.co.uk

W: www.orthodoxengland.org.uk

Also o. Esrenwii / Fr Evgeny (Mob: 07939 057603 / eselensky@btinternet.com)

Pycckas lIkoaa / Russian School: Lyudmila Pavlova: Tel: 07518 842319 /
plyudmyla@googlemail.com

Cropox / Caretaker: Paul Hopkins, 69, Military Road

Pacnucanue 6orocayxkennii / Services in April

Saturday 2 April
5.30 pm: Vigil / BcernontHoe 6enme

Sundayv 3 April: namsars npen. Moanua JlectBuunuka / Sunday of St John of the

Ladder: 10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy Yacel u boxecTBeHHast mutyprus


mailto:plyudmyla@googlemail.com

Tuesday 6 April
5.30: Vigil of the Annunciation/Bcenomnoe Onenne mnpasguuka brarosemienus
[Ipecssaroi boropoauibl

Wednesday 7 April: The Annunciation / baarosemenue IlpecBsaToii boropoaunsbi:
10.00: Hours and Liturgy / boxxectBenHas mutyprus

Saturday 9 April

No Vigil — Service of Unction at 2.00 pm with Archbishop Mark at the London Church,
57 Harvard Road, London W4 4ED. All are invited. / BcenomHoii He Oyner — Bce
npurianaiTes Ha coboposanue B 2.00 B JIonnoHckuit cobop, rae OyaeT CiryKuTh
apxuenuckorn Mapk.

Sunday 10 April: Sunday of St Mary of Egypt / namsith npen. Mapuu Erunerckoi
10.00 Hours and Liturgy / Hacbl 1 Bo)XxecTBeHHasa nnTyprus

Saturday 16 April
5.30 pm: Vigil for Palm Sunday, the Entry into Jerusalem / Bcenommnoe O6xenue

npa3aauka Bxona I'ocniogusa B Uepycanum

Sunday 17 April: Palm Sundayv / Bxoa I'ocnogenns B Uepvcaanm, BepoHoe

Bockpecenbe
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u boxxecTBeHHast muTyprus

Great Wednesday / Beaukas cpena 20 April
6.00 pm: Matins / YTpens

Great Thursday / Beiuknii 4erBepr 21 April
10.00 am Vespers and Divine Liturgy / Beuepnst u boxxecTBeHHas TUTyprusi
6.00 pm: Matins with the Twelve Gospels / YTpens u urenue 12 EBanrenuii

Great Friday / Beaukas narauna 22 April

4.00 pm: Vespers / Beuephs ¢ BetHOcoM CB. [Inamnanuiibt

6.00 pm: Matins with the Lamentations, Procession with the Burial Shroud / Ytpens u
YuH TorpedeHus, KpecTHbIN xoa co CB. [Tnamannreit

Great Saturday / Beaukas cy606oTa 23 April
9.30 am: Vespers and Divine Liturgy / Beuepns u boxxecTBeHHast TUTYprus




23.15: Midnight Service. Procession begins at 23.45. Matins, Hours and Blessing of Food
in Meeting Room at 23.00 and 01.00 a.m. Divine Liturgy /

23.15: Tlonynomnuna. Hauano kpectHoro xona B 23.45. 3ayTpeHs, nacxajabHbI€ Yachl U
OCBsIIIIEHHE MACXW M KyJauueil B nepkoBHoMm 3ajie B 23.00 u B 01.00. boxxecTBeHHas
JUTYPIHUSL.

Ilacxa/Easter Sunday 24 April
The Radiant Resurrection of Christ/

Cget0e XpucroBo Bockpecenue

Saturday 30 April
5.30: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 61eaue

Sunday 31 April: Thomas Sunday / ®oMHHO BOCKpeceHbe
10.00: Hours and Liturgy. Children’s Easter Procession / boxecTBeHHass nuTyprusi.
JleTckuii KpECTHBINA XOJ.

Sunday 8 May: VE Day / Jlenb nooeani. 12.00: Lity in front

of the Memorial Cross in the presence of the Garrison

Commander, Colonel Tom Fleetwood, the Right Hon. Bob
Russell (MP), the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Helen Chuah,
and Councillor Mike Hoggs. Reception Afterwards

Patronal Feast: Saturday 2 July
IlpecToabHbii npa3auuk: Cy00oTa 2 nioas

Births in February

2 February: To Michael and Irina Brown: Victoria
21 February: To Simon and Natasha Blackburn: Daniel and Elizabeth

Questions and Answers

How do we enter the Church?




In front of the church doors we make the sign of the cross three times, saying ‘Lord, have mercy’
to ourselves. We enter and again make the sign of the cross three times, saying ‘Lord, have
mercy’. If it is the Liturgy, we buy a prosphora and put it in the basket provided, together with
our lists of names or, better, our book of commemorations. Then we buy the candles that we
need and go and light them in font of the icons, praying for ourselves and for those for whom we
light the candles.

What do we do before and after communion?

Having asked forgiveness of those whom we have offended, read the prayers before communion
or prayer rule and made our confession to God before the priest, we come to communion.
Towards the end of the Liturgy, after the priest has closed the holy doors and drawn the curtain,
we kiss the icon in the middle of the church and any other icons as we choose, we cross our arms
right over left and come to the front of the church and wait in a queue. The newly-baptised,
babies and children are first.

After the priest has opened the curtain and the holy doors and read the prayer before communion
(‘I believe and I confess...”), he brings out the chalice, saying ‘With fear of God and faith draw
near’. Those in the queue come up to communion at once, their arms crossed, right over left.
After they have received communion, they kiss the bottom of the chalice. They do not make the
sign of cross and do not kiss the priest’s hand. Then they go to drink wine and eat bread, so that
they make sure that they have consumed communion and none of the Holy Blood and Precious
Blood is left on their lips or in their mouths.

We now wait at the front of the church. After communion, when the priest comes out holding the
chalice, saying ‘Always, now and ever and unto the ages of ages’, he blesses us with the chalice,
placing it above our head. At the end of the liturgy, we should listen to the prayers after
communion, if they are read in church, and we kiss the cross after the prayers after communion.
If the prayers are not read in church after communion, we should read them at home.

What do we do with prosphora?

If we have bought a prosphora, either we eat it at once after the Liturgy, or else we share it with
anyone who is present for whom we have prayed. We take great care not to make any crumbs, by
cupping our hands under the prosphora to catch crumbs. We should be very careful that children
do not make crumbs with the prosphora.

Some people keep a custom of taking the prosphora home, cutting it at once into six portions,
once for each day before next Sunday We eat one portion of prosphora first thing every morning
and take a sip of holy water with it. The prosphora needs to be cut into six parts on Sunday, as it
will be too hard to cut later.



THE ORTHODOX CHURCH
A talk given by Fr Andrew in Manningtree Methodist Church on 30 March 2011
INTRODUCTION

The Orthodox Church is a family or confederation of fifteen Local Churches, as were the
Churches of the Galatians, the Ephesians, the Romans, the Thessalonians, the Colossians, the
Corinthians etc, as described in the letters written to them by the holy Apostle Paul. Today, the
Orthodox Church worldwide numbers nearly 220 million and ranges from by far the largest, the
Russian Orthodox Church with 164 million members, to the Czech and Slovak Orthodox Church
with only 110,000 members. The Russian Orthodox Church, to which we belong, is spread over
62 different countries and uses nearly as many languages in her worship.

Although the Orthodox Church is nine times bigger than for instance the Church of England, it
still remains very much unknown in this country. For example, although some people have heard
of Greek Orthodox and Russian Orthodox, they have never heard of any of the other Local
Orthodox Churches, for instance the Romanian Orthodox, which is much bigger than the Greek
Orthodox, nor have they heard of Georgian Orthodox, Japanese Orthodox, Latvian Orthodox,
Ugandan Orthodox, Chinese Orthodox or any of the other Local Orthodox Churches. And then,
for some reason, many people think that Russian Orthodox and Greek Orthodox are quite
different. In fact, the difference is essentially only that between, say, English Methodists, who
use English, and Kenyan Methodists, who use Swahili. They are still Methodists. In other words,
throughout the large and diverse family of Orthodox Churches, the Faith is the same. Only
language and a few local customs vary.

Why is the Orthodox Church so unknown in the UK? Firstly, because we are a small minority in
this country, with only about a quarter of a million members, about the same as the number of
Methodists. However, Orthodoxy, unlike Methodism, has only been present here in numbers for
a few decades. Then the Orthodox Church is multicultural and may indeed seem 'foreign' to
some. For example, unlike Methodists in England, the vast majority of Orthodox Christians are
not English. Finally, the Orthodox Church is much more ancient than, say, the Church of
England, which, as such, was only founded some 450 years ago. Indeed, the Orthodox Church is
much more ancient than the Roman Catholic Church, whose existence as such does not go back
beyond the Middle Ages. For the Orthodox Church all this is very recent, for we look back to our
roots not to the Second Millennium, but to the First Millennium.

ORTHODOX AND NON-ORTHODOX

Many people ask about the differences between the Orthodox Church and more recent forms of
Christianity, like Catholicism or the Church of England. These both have their origins in the
Orthodox Church and it is this fact which means that both Catholicism and the Church of
England have many things in common with the Orthodox Church. However, it is also true that
that, as they are more recent forms of Christianity, they have lost some things and they have
added other things. At first sight, therefore, it may seem that the Orthodox Church is somewhere
between Catholicism and Protestantism. .



In saying this, I am reminded of an elderly and very strict Romanian bishop some forty years ago
attending an ecumenical gathering. In order to seem friendly to Lutherans, he blurted out: 'We
Orthodox are in absolute agreement with you Protestants...against the monstrous pretensions of
the Pope of Rome'. Well, of course, I think that bishop did achieve his aim of getting some
sympathy from the Lutherans, but, on the other hand, he did not get much sympathy from the
Catholics, and then of course, he had left unsaid everything where we do not have the same view
as the Protestant world.

To highlight my point, only a few weeks after this incident, I heard the late Greek Archbishop in
London, Athenagoras, rather undiplomatically telling Methodists that in order to have a dialogue
with the Orthodox Church, they first needed to return to their roots - by becoming Catholics.
Then they could speak to Orthodox. This must have seemed to them like an Orthodox bishop
working for the Vatican.

These apparently contradictory views put forward by two different Orthodox bishops are not at
all contradictory - from an Orthodox viewpoint.

Thus anyone entering an Orthodox church may at first sight think that this resembles a Catholic
church - not the rather bare ones we have in England, but the ones on the Continent. On the walls
we have images of Christ, of the Mother of God, of the saints and angels, we use candles and
lamps, you can smell incense, we have deacons, priests, bishops, and monasteries for monks and
nuns, we fast, and the devout fast very seriously.

On the other hand, when you dig a little deeper, you discover other aspects of the Orthodox
Church. Thus, no bishop is the Head of the Church. The Head of the Orthodox Church is Christ
Himself. Although bishops have an important role in administration and liturgy, bishops can be
replaced and they are certainly not fallible. Any Orthodox bishop who said he was infallible
would simply be laughed at. Councils of bishops can meet, but what they decide must first be
received as a revelation of the Holy Spirit by the Body of Christ, the people, before it can be
accepted.

Orthodox clergy are married, we have families. Indeed, parish churches are like families or
communities. Every day we are tied together in communities by our common readings of the
Scriptures which devout people read in conjunction with the common Orthodox daily prayers.
Some of these readings were fixed by the Church some fifteen hundred years ago. We are
reading the same Scriptures as other Orthodox, not only in different countries, but also in
different centuries. The living and the departed are joined together by these common bonds.

But here again, despite the similarities between the Orthodox Church and other Christians, which
are due to their inheritance, there are many things in the Orthodox Church, which are unknown
to other forms of Christianity. Most importantly, for example, our understanding of God the
Holy Trinity and God the Holy Spirit is different. The Orthodox teaching on these is that which
was set out by the Church in the fourth century. Unlike others, we have never altered it. In the
same way, our calendar is also that of the fourth century, we have a different calendar from both
Pope Benedict and Ian Paisley - who share the same calendar. If only Ian Paisley knew...



Similarly, our understanding of the Gospels, our veneration of the Mother of God, our use of
images or icons, our understanding of the importance of faith and works, even the layout of
the church building itself, the complete absence of musical instruments, statues, stations of
the cross, pews, the presence of bearded but married clergy. All of this goes back to the very
first centuries of the Church. All of this gives the Orthodox Church a different understanding
and perspective of Christianity.

In the Orthodox Church you will find many monasteries and convents. For example, there are
over 800 of them in the Russian Church, which have nearly all re-opened since the fall of
the enemy of the Church, atheist Communism, in 1991. The fall of atheism in Russia has
already led to the canonisation of over 30,000 who were martyred by the atheists, including
600 bishops, and the restoration or building of nearly 25,000 churches in the last 20 years.
This process of restoration is continuing and three new Russian Orthodox churches are
opened somewhere in the world every day of the year. Let us look at some of this in more
detail by looking at Orthodox worship.

ORTHODOX WORSHIP

Orthodox church buildings are divided into naves and sanctuaries, which represent earth and
heaven. They are separated by an icon screen, called an iconostasis. The doors in it and the
central curtain are opened during the services and represent the entrance into heaven. On the
left and right hand sides of the Church you will see images, or icons, of favourite saints and
in the middle there are candle-stands. For Orthodox Christians icons are not decorative
pictures but real, spiritual presences of the saints, who are spiritual friends for us. Icons are
windows to heaven, doors of perception.

According to apostolic tradition, we stand during services, since we are in the presence of Christ,
though there are a few benches and chairs for children, the pregnant, the elderly or ill to rest
for a moment. We do not use musical instruments in church, only the voice. Organs
appeared only fairly recently, in most C of E and Catholic churches they were introduced in
the nineteenth century. We also keep the original Old Testament, over 1,000 years older than
that used by other Christians, we baptise by immersion, keep the original calendar, as used
by the apostles, and use the original form of the cross with three bars. Orthodox services go
back to apostolic times and the services in the Temple in Jerusalem.

Our main service, the communion service, is called the Liturgy. It has altered little since the first
centuries and it represents the life of Christ, from His Birth to His Ascension and then
Pentecost. We have the same teachings as the early Church. We have inherited all our
teachings on the Holy Trinity, the Incarnation of the Son of God become man, the Holy
Spirit, the Virgin Birth, the Mother of God, the Communion of the saints, from the Church
Councils and Church Fathers of the very first centuries.



The Orthodox Church is unchanging in spirit. But that does not mean that we are a museum or
always conservative. On the contrary, we are often radical, living and dynamic because of
the presence of the Holy Spirit. That presence is called the Tradition, which is the whole
collection of revelations of the Holy Spirit through the millennia and which continue today.
To deny the Orthodox Tradition and its teachings would simply mean that we are no longer
Orthodox, that is, not a member of the Orthodox Church. The Church does not change, but
we change.

These words about not changing remind me of the old joke about the light-bulb. Question: 'How
many Orthodox bishops does it take to change a light-bulb?' Answer: 'Why change a light-
bulb?' Well, of course, if light-bulbs don't work, we do change them. But on the other hand,
if they do work, why change them? In other words, if the Church is giving light, leading to
holiness, then She is doing Her job, and there is no need to change, the Church is fulfilling
Her role, making saints.

The only changes that we have are changes in continuity. For example, in Colchester we have a
new church, new icons, some of the saints venerated there are twentieth-century saints, some
of our services have been written only recently, our patron saint passed on to eternity only in
1966. However, everything new is in conformity with the Orthodox. Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today and forever.

The central point of the Orthodox Church Year is the Resurrection of Christ, Easter. This is far
more important to us than Christmas. Christmas is the beginning, but Easter is the end, the
fulfilment of Christ's Coming, and on it depend both Ascension and Pentecost. For forty
days after Easter we hang out the letters 'C' and 'R' in our churches. They signify 'Christ is
Risen'. They are the essence of our faith, for Christ has defeated death. Sometimes I hear
Non-Orthodox talking about the importance of the Cross. Orthodox talk rather about the
importance of the Resurrection, the Cross was only the stage necessary to reach the
Resurrection. Otherwise we would have the impression that everything stopped on Good
Friday. An Orthodox Easter card does not have the mournful image of the Cross on it, but
rather the image of Christ Risen out of the tomb in glory. As the Apostle Paul said: 'And if
Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain' (I Cor. 15, 14).

OUR LOCAL CHURCH AND COMMUNITY

There are three categories of Orthodox church in this country. Firstly, there are the cathedrals
and large parish churches, which are virtually all in London. These are Greek Cypriot,
Russian, Romanian and Serbian. Average Sunday attendance here may be between 500 and
1,000. At Easter it can be 5,000 or more. It is rare that they use any English in their services.
Each such church will be served by a group of clergy, two, three or more, and there may be
daily services.



Secondly, there are the churches in provincial towns, for example in this area, in Colchester,
Cambridge and Norwich. In such towns there are usually two churches, one Russian, the
other Greek, Romanian, Serbian or Arabic. One, either the Greek or the Russian for
example, is bigger, with between 50 and 200 attending on Sundays and it may be permanent,
having its own premises and facilities, hall, kitchen toilets, office and services on weekdays.
The other is small, perhaps with a flock of only 10 to 30, and with only temporary, borrowed
premises.

Finally, there are the mission chapels. These may exist in small towns or villages, set up in a
borrowed church, a spare room or even in a shed. Generally they use only English and the
flock may be very small, fewer than ten, consisting of a non-stipendiary priest, his family
and two or three individuals. These often lack stability and a service may only take place
occasionally.

Colchester is a provincial town, though St John’s Orthodox Church in Military Road is the
largest wooden Church in the UK and built at the highest point in Colchester proper. It was
formerly the Garrison or Camp Church — once called ‘the most important military building
in Colchester’. It was built in 1855, measures 6,500 square feet, 650 square metres, and once
had seating for 900. In April 2007, just after its 150™ anniversary, it closed and was emptied
of almost all its contents. It was sold to the developer Taylor Wimpey, as part of the
redevelopment of the old Garrison. As part of a job lot, Taylor Wimpey’s only wish was to
get rid of the Church, but it was hampered by the conditions set by English Heritage and
Colchester Borough Council.

Many feared the Church would be burned down by a developer, be vandalised or simply fall into
ruin. When we heard about the then empty Church in April 2007, we were very interested,
since we had been looking for permanent premises in the area since 1997 — ten years. We
were only allowed to visit it in January 2008. The problem then was we had only £4,000 in
our account to make a tender for the Church. So we launched an Internet appeal and within
six weeks we had received pledges of £180,000. 90% of the pledges came from English
Orthodox, with smaller sums from Orthodox in Belgium, the USA, Canada, Australia, New
Zealand and, most exotically, Venezuela and Alaska.

Therefore, in March 2008, we were able to make a tender, together, surprisingly, with only three
other interested parties. To our amazement, in May 2008 we heard that out of the four
tenders, ours had been accepted. We then had to wait for four months to obtain the keys, as
it was legally very complex to take over ex-MoD property. Everything was ‘top secret’,
including the names of the gas and electricity suppliers. So in September 2008 we became
legal owners of an emptied shell, much to the relief of Taylor Wimpey, who told us that we
were ‘the answer to their prayers’. They did not know that they were the answer to our
prayers of eleven years standing.



From that moment on, we began a programme of refurbishment, which cost us £120,000 in all.
Everything had to be repaired and refurbished. Church members painted, using nearly 40
gallons of paint, and washed, and three professional carpenters worked there every day for
ten weeks. Also two tons of grass and weeds were removed from the gardens, which Taylor-
Wimpey had allowed to run wild. The gas heating was finally reconnected, the Church was
carpeted where necessary. We scraped and washed the floor, revealing large amounts of
army chewing gum, increasing towards the back of the Church. There was a lot of work. The
Church was blessed and the first services held there at the end of November 2008.

At present we have 240 regular parishioners of seventeen different nationalities. We use two
languages in particular in our services, one is Slavonic, similar to Russian, and the other is
English, the common language. We also use some Romanian and Greek. In principle, as we
alternate which parts of the service we do in which language, an English person can come
two Sundays running and hear the whole service, or liturgy, in English. A typical parishioner
is aged between 20 and 40, is single or else married with small children and lives in
Colchester or in our catchment area which spreads as far as Felixstowe, Ipswich, Bury St
Edmunds, Sudbury, Bishops Stortford, Braintree, Clacton, Chelmsford, Southend and
villages inbetween.

CONCLUSION

To summarise what has been said this evening, I would like to come back to a word which I
mentioned earlier: Community. When I hear that word in an Orthodox context, I often think
of Fr George. He was a Russian priest in London who passed away nearly forty years ago.
One day he was travelling on a train and met a very ardent but very young Protestant man,
who asked him what his name was. When he answered 'Fr George', the young man replied: 'l
cannot possibly call you 'Father', because it is against the Gospel'. So Fr George answered:
'Well, in that case, you can call me 'Daddy".

That may seem a superficial anecdote, but in fact, it contains much truth. In the Russian
Orthodox Church, for example, the word used to address the parish priest is precisely
'Daddy', and the priest's wife is called 'Mummy'. This does sum up the whole feeling in the
Orthodox Church. We are a family. Here we are together with our ancestors, our families,
our friends, and among them, the saints, who are also our intimate friends. In some cases
they are even related to us. They are our family and we ask the saints to pray for us in our
needs, just as we ask our friends to pray for us. It is the same thing. It is the same family.

If you looked in our meeting-room in our church, you would find there among the photographs,
photos of three of our parishioners who passed away a few years ago. They are there
because we remember them, because they are with us and we are with them. In the Church
we live together and we are saved together, we are an extended family, a community. We
live together because our Orthodox Christian Faith is a way of life, not an idea or a
philosophy to bother people with. Our way of life is patterned by the daily Gospel and
Epistle readings, by the saints of the Church calendar, from all ages, and from all climes, by
the seasons of the Church services and the customs attached to them.

Ilacxa



CoOwiTHe Bockpecenus: XpucToBa — caMblii OOIBIION U CBETIIBIA XPUCTHAHCKUN MPa3THUK.
DTOT npa3aHUK elle Ha3bBaloT [lacxoro, To ecTh JIHEM, B KOTOPBIM COBEPIIMIIOCH HAIIIE
NEPEXOXKICHUE OT CMEPTH — K JKU3HU U OT 3eMiiu — K HeOy.

Xpucroc Bockpec! — u sl BCero MUPO3/aHUs Hayalach UCTHHHAs BECHA, CBETIIOE,
paznocTHoe yTpo HOBOM ku3HU. Bockpecenue ['ocnona Mucyca — nepBas qerdicTBUTENbHAS
noOefa KU3HU HaJ CMepThio. BoT kak 310 ObLIO:

ITo npomecTBrM cy060THI, HOUBIO, HA TPETUil 1eHb nociie CBOUX CTpaJaHUN U CMEpTH,
I'ocnone Nucyc Xpucroc cuiioro CBoero boxkecTBa 05kui1, TO €CTh BOCKPEC U3 MEPTBBIX.
Teno Ero, yenoseueckoe, npeodpazuinocsk. OH BellIeN U3 rpoda, He OTBAJIUB KaMHs, He
HapyuunB CHHGI[pHOHOBOfI neyaTtu, u HCBI/IIII/IMI:Iﬁ IJId CTpaxu. C »TOr0 MOM€EHTA BOHHBI,
caMM He 3Has TOro, OXPaHsUIN MyCTO! TPpo0.

Bapyr caenanock Benukoe 3emiueTpsiceHue; ¢ Hebec comen Anren 'ocnonens. OH,
NPUCTYIUB, OTBAJIWI KaMeHb OT Bepu Tpoda ['ocriogus u cen Ha HeM. Bup ero ObUT Kak
MOJIHMS, ¥ OZIeXk/1a ero Oesa, Kak cHer. BouHsbl, cTosBIIME Ha CTpake y rpo0a, MpUIILIN B
TPETIET U CTallU, KaK MEPTBBIE, a IOTOM, OYHYBILUCH OT CTpaxa, pa30exaiucs.

B 5TOT n1eHs (nepBhIi JeHb HEIe ), KaK TOJIBKO KOHYMIICS CyOOOTHUI MOKOM, BeChbMa paHo,
Ha paccBete, Mapusa Marnanuna, Mapus MakoBnesa, Moanna, Caiomus u apyrue
JKEHIIUHBI, B35B IPUTOTOBJICHHOE OJIATOBOHHOE MUPO, TONUIN KO Tpoly Mucyca Xpucra,
4yTOOBI TOMa3aTh Teno Ero, Tak Kkak OHM HE yCIIEeNH 3TOTO ClieaTh MPU NOrpeOeHHH.
(Kenmun 31ux LlepkoBb nMeHyeT MupoHocuniamMu). OHM e1ie He 3Halli, 4TO KO Ipo0y
XpHUCTOBY MPUCTaBJIEHA CTpaXka M BXOJ B Ieniepy 3arneuatad. [loroMmy oHU HE 0XKuaamu
KOT0-HUOY/1b TaM BCTPETUTH U TOBOPUIIM MEX Ay c0o0010: «KTO OTBamIUT HaM KaMEHb OT
nBepu rpoda?» KameHns ke Obl1 O4eHb BEIHK.

Mapust MarjanuHa, onepeiiB OCTalbHBIX )KEHIIIMH-MHUPOHOCHII, TIEpBasi MPHIILIA KO TPooy.
Eme He paccBerano, 6pu10 TeMHO. Mapusi, yBUIEB, UTO KaMeHb OTBaJIEH OT rpoda, cpa3y xe
no6exana k [lerpy u Moanny u roBoput: «YHecnu ['ocniona u3 rpo0a, u He 3HaeM, Tie
nosioxwin Ero». Ycnbimas takue cioBa, [letp u Moann ToTuac nmodexanu Ko rpooy.
Mapust MarjanrHa nocieoBaia 3a HUMH.



B 310 Bpems mogonuk ko rpo0y OcTambHBIE )KEHIIUHEI, IIeamuie ¢ Mapueir Marnanuaoi. OHu
YBUJIEH, YTO KAMEHb OTBaJIeH oT rpoda. M xorja ocTaHOBWINCH, BAPYT YBUIEIH
CBETO3apHOTO AHTreNna, CUJIAIIETO Ha KaMHe. AHres, o0palasch K HUM, ckazan: «He
OoliTech, OO 3Haro, uTo BHI HineTe Mucyca pacmsaroro. Ero Het 31ech; OH BOocKpec, Kak
ckazai eme Oyayuu ¢ Bamu. [lomoiiauTe, mocMOTpHUTe MECTO, Tie Jexkai ['ocrmoas. A motom
noianTe ckopee u ckaxkure yueHukaM Ero, uto OH BOCKpeC U3 MEPTBBIX).

Onu BolM BHYTpPb Ipoda (nemepsl) U He Hauuin Tena ['ocnona Mucyca Xpucra. Ho,
B3IUISIHYB, YBUIEIM AHrena B 6eJ0i 0Jex /e, CUAALIETO CIpaBa OT MECTa, Iie ObUT MOJI0XKEH
lNocnionw; ux o0Bs yxKac.

Amnren xxe roBoput uM: «He yxacaitrecs. Mucyca umiere Hazapssuuna pacrnsitoro. Ox
Bockpec. Ero Het 31eck. BoT mecto, rae Ou 661 nonoxkeH. Ho nuaute, ckaxxute ydeHHUKaM
Ero u [lerpy (KOTOpBIN CBOMM OTpEUEHUEM OTHAN OT YKCJIa YIEHUKOB), UTO OH BCTPETUT
Bac B ['anuinee, Tam Bol Ero yBuaute, kak OH cka3all Bamy.

Korna sxe »KeHIIUHBI CTOSUIM B HEJJOYMEHHH, BIPYT CHOBA Ipe]l HUMH SBHIIMCH JBa AHrena
B OsincTaromux ojiexax. JKeHIMHBI B CTpaxe MPEKJIOHWIN JIMIA CBOU K 3eMJIE.

AHrensl ckazanu uM: «HTo BbI HILETE )KUBOTO MEX1y MepTBbIMU? Ero HeT 3neck: OH
BOCKpec; BcoMHUTE, kKak OH roBOpuII BaM, Korja ObLi emte B ["anuiee, ropops, uro CbiHy
YenoBeyeckoMy Ha/IISKUT OBITh TIPEAAaHy B PYKH TPEIIHBIX JIIOACH, 1 OBITh pacIsTy, U B
TPETHUi I€Hb BOCKPECHYTHY.

[TacxanbHas ciy»0a HauMHAETCs B TIOJHOYB C CyOOOThI HA BOCKPECEHBE; BCS OHA
UCIIOJTHEHA TyXOBHOM pajioCTH U JUKOBaHMs. Best oHa — ToprkecTBeHHBIN TMMH CBETIIOMY
XpucroBy Bockpecenuto, npumupenuto bora u yenoBeka, modeae >KU3HU HaJl CMEPTBHIO.

[Tpa3anuk [Tacxu kaxapIil roa coBEpIIAETCS B pa3HbIE YMCIIA MECsLa U BpeMs ero
Mpa3THOBAHUS «IIEPEXOIUT» MO CBOEH JaTe, HO BCEr/1a MPUXOUTCS Ha BOCKPECHBIN JCHb.
Bce npazaanku, cBs3anHbie KajgeHaapHo ¢ [lacxoii (a ato Beponoe Bockpecenue, [1acxa,
Bosnecenue u Tpowulia) To’ke MEHSIFOT CBOIO JIaTy U HAa3bIBAIOTCS MEPEXOIAIIUMU UITH
noBWKHBIMU. Jlpyrue nByHazaecstoie npazauuku (PoxxaectBo Xpucroso, Kpemienue,
CpereHbe U Jp.) UMEIOT MOCTOSTHHYIO JaTy U Ha3bIBAIOTCS HEMIEPEXOAIIUMU UITH
HETOIBUKHBIMHU.

B MOUCKAX BOJILLEBHON KHOMKWN

K Ham npuexan ¢ «ceaHcamu» BbluMTKM oTely N. OH yxe Obin neT gecatb Hasag, u
XpaM, BMeLLaLWwuin 4o Tpex TbicsY Hapoay, Torga 6ykBanbHO nomuncs ot nyonukn. Kak
OyAaTo B 3aX0nycTHY npoBuHUMIO siBuncs unpk «[io Coneny. Hapog Banom Banuvn Ha
«LlepKoBHOE LWOY». S He KacalCb Cerdac camoro 4YmMHa, HO TONbKO FOBOPK O TOM
HEe340pPOBOM aXMoTaXKe, KOTOPbIA conpoBoXaan 3T MonebHbl. [lyxoTa, »apa, BONmu,
CTOHbI, KpUKM Oonswmx, nnady pgeten, Tonyes, OOMOPOKM W... MOMOMNHEHNE
enapxmvanbHOW KasHbl 3a CYeT npodaxu «OuneTukoB cyacTbsin. Koroa s Bbickasan
COMHEHUs1 MO NOBOAY AEWCTBEHHOCTM MOAOOHLIX MacCOBbIX MEPONPUATUNA, KTO-TO




Bo3pa3un MHe: «Kak >xe, Begb u locnogp rosopun B EBaHrenuu, obpawascb K
yyeHukam: "becoB msroHante”». HO HUKTO nodYemy-TO He BCMOMHWUII, O 4Yem [ocnoab
roBoput ganbue: «[Japom npuHanu, gapomMm gasantey». Ho 9 cenyac gaxe He 06 3TOM
XOTern NoroBopuThb, a 06 0AHOM pacnpPoCTpaHEHHOM 3abnyXaeHuu.

B nocneagHve oHM y MeHS COCTOSANOCH HECKOSbKO BCTPEY, NOAOBHbLIX CriefyoLwen:
— bartiowka, 6narocrnosute k otuy N NOMTU Ha BbIYUTKY.

— A Bbl 4TO, CcTpagaeTe OGecHOBaHMeM? XpiokaeTe, naete, MOXeT OblTb, NEHy
ncnyckaete?

— [Oa HerT... Ho, 3HaeTe, MHe KaxeTcsl, Y MeHsi nopuya...

— lagHo... gonyctum, «nopyax. A Bbl HE MbITanNUCb MOHATL: NodeMy [focnogb nonycTun
TakoOMy CIy4YuTbCs M 4YTO BaM HYXHO Jenatb Ans Toro, 4Tobbl OT 3Ttom 6Geabl
n3baeuTbCcA? Bbl ncnoBegoBanuch korga-Hmbyab?

— Her.
— Mpunyawanuce?
— Her.

— Tak Kak e Bbl XoTUTe, 4TOObI [OCNOAb BaM NMOMOr, €Crn Bbl CaMW HUYEro Ans 3Toro
He genaete?!

Beob Ham nomoraeT He Kakou-HMOyab «b6aTiowka», He «O0COobbl  YMH»  Unn
«MonuntoBka», a Cam lNocnoab, ecnv TonbKo Mbl Ero cnywaem. XpucToc Tak U roBopuT:
«YT0 Bbl 30BeTe MeHs: locnogu, MNocnoan! — n He genaete Toro, 4yto A rosopto» (JIk. 6:
46). To eCcTb HY)XHO He TONbKO BepUTb B bora, HO 1 3HaTb CBOK NMpPaBOCMaBHYO BepY,
yntatb EBaHrenue, ucnonHATb 3anoBenu, MONMUTbCA AOMa M B xXpame, cobntogaTb
noctbl... Bpoge Obl npocTble Bewn, HO ecnv Mbl U 3TOro He cobniwogaem, Torga
BO3HMKAET BOMNPOC: @ YTO JaeT Ham MpaBO HasbiBaTbCHA npaBocnaBHbiMU? Bepa? Ho
Bepa 6e3 gen meptBa ecTb. W ecnu wodhep nytaet neganu rasa m TopMosa — OH He
wodep, Kak Obl OH HU HasbiBan ceba cam. W ctonsp, KOTOpbIA HE 3HaeT, 4Yem
LUMPKyNndapka oTnvyaeTcsa oT gpesbl, — He cTonsAp. Mbl BCe MOHMMaeM, YTO B XU3HU
HY)XHO COOTBETCTBOBATb CBOEMYy 3BaHW. BOT ¥ npaBocnaBHble 1OAN OOSDKHbI
cobnogaTb Kakume-TO afeMeHTapHble YCMOBUS XPUCTUAHCKOW XM3HU. W He TOomnbKo
BHELUHWE YCNOBUS, HO W BHYTPEHHME, [MaBHble M3 KOTOpbIX — ntoboBb K bory,
cTpemneHne kK Hemy, >xenanue »xutb no Ero npasge... Torga 6narogate Boxus
nomMoraetT Ham npaBUSIbHO CTPOUTb XW3Hb, 3awumuiaeT OT MHOIMMX Hanactem u
coaencTByeT B NpeofoneHnn TpygHocTen, 6e3 KOTopbIX XM3Hb JoBoro yenoseka, He
TONbKO XPUCTUAHMHA, HEBO3MOXHA.



NMioon nNpuxogAT Ha BbIMUTKY, Noraras, YTo UM «MNOAMOPTUNN aypy», YTO UM HYXKHO
«MOAYUCTUTLCS», 3aLUMTUTBCA OT 3aBUCTHMKOB... W nyywmm cCpefacTBOM B peLleHuwn
3TUX «acTpasibHbIX HAaNacTem» OHN CYUTAKOT KAaKOM-TO OCOBEHHBIN «4MHy». [la u B gpyrue
[HW camble nonynsipHble Bonpockl B xpame: «Kakyto Monutey untatb? Kakomy ceaTomy
mMonuTbes? Kakyto cnyxby 3akasaTb?» — CBWOETENbCTBYHOT O TOM, YTO JOAM WLLYT
KakMe-TO AeNCTBEHHbIE, HO BHELUHUE, «pa3oBble» CpeacTBa, YToObl N36aBUTLCS OT TEX
NI UHbIX HEMPUSITHOCTEN.

W peno He B oTue N, KOTOPOro y MEHSI HET HUKaKUX OCHOBaHMI Noao3peBaTh B YeM Obl
TO HM BbINO, N HE B TEX HECYACTHbIX, KOTOPbIE B CaMOM Jefe CTpagatoT OT 3MbIX OYXOB.
Mpobnema B Hawen oOWeENn pacnosioKEeHHOCTM WuckaTb paspeweHus ot 6en B
BOSLLEOHOM «MOMUTOBKEY, «UKOHKE», «0bpsiae», «aeayLllke» — CroBOM, B BOMWEOHON
KHOMKE, Ha KOTOPYI MOXHO Obifio Obl HaxkaTb 6€3 0cobbix xnonoT, YTobbl BCe BCTano
Ha CBOW MecTa.

Ho HeT B LlepkBn Takonm BOMWEOBHOM KHOMKWA, U HEBO3MOXHO pa3om u3bdaBUTbCS OT
npobnem, BO3HUKWINMX B pe3ynbTaTe [OONroh TFPEXOBHOM XU3HW, HENPaBUIbHOIO
OTHOLEeHMs K bory, kK cBoen ayuwe, K 6GNmkHUM. A 3HAYUT, HY)XXHO MocnefoBaTeNbHO U
LeneHanpaBfieHHO MEHATb CBO XWU3Hb. W ana aTtoro Heo6xoaum Tpyn NOBCEAHEBHbIN
N NOCTOsIHHBIN, O Yem n roBopuT locnogp: «LlapctBo HebecHoe cunoto 6epetca, u
ynoTtpebnsowme ycunue socxuwatrot ero» (Md. 11: 12).

Moyemy Ha BOMpoCc O TOM, Kakue cywecTByloT 3anoBegun, 80% KpelleHblx noaen
oTBeYalT He croBapuBasicb: «He ybui, He ykpagu»? [loyemy HasblBalOT MMEHHO
LLECTYI0 1 BOCbMYto 3anoBean Betxoro 3aseta? He nepByto, HE TPETbIO, HE OECATYHO?..
A ponro pasmbIWnan Hag 3TUM Y npuLlen K NiobonbITHOMY BbIBOAY: U3 BCEX 3anoBeaen
YyenoBeK BblIbUpaeT Te, ANs UCNOMHEHUS KOTOPbIX eMy HU4Yero He Hago Aenatb. «A He
ybun, He ykpan — 9 OTNUYHbIA NapeHb, U OCTaBbTe MeHsi B nokoe!» A ceabmyto
3anoeegb «He npenwobogencteyny 3HaeTe, noyemy nponyckatoT? [la ouyeHb
«HeyaobHas» B Halle pacnyTHoe BpeMs 3anoBedb. BoT n obmaHbiBaeT cebs yenosekx,
BblOMpas 13 3akoHa boxuero TonbKO TO, YTO eMy yA0BHO, U nonupas Co3HaTeNbHO UNn
HEOCO3HaHHO TO, YTO MellaeT eMy XuTb no-cesoemMy. KOpPUCTbI rOBOPSAT, YTO HEe3HaHue
3aKoHa He ocBOOOXAaeT OT OTBETCTBEHHOCTU. OTO BEPHO M B OTHOLLUEHUM LYXOBHOW
XW3HU, U1 UIMEHHO NOTOMY, YTO 3HaHWe (UM He3HaHWe) 3aKoHa BCeLeno 3aBUCUT OT Hac,
OT Hawuero 4obporo unu xyaoro NPon3BoNeHUS.

Hapywas 3anosegu, Yyenosek Begb He bora ockopbnsieT gaxe. bor cBAT n nopyraem He
6GbiBaeT. Ho YenoBek kaneumt CO6CTBEHHYHO XU3Hb U XXM3Hb CBOUX BMN3KMX, MOTOMY YTO
3anoBeau — 9TO He KakMe-TO KaHganbl: BOT, MOS, U TaK XW3Hb TpyAdHad, a TyT elle
Kakme-TO 3anoBegu HyxHo cobniogatb! Het, Bce He Tak. 3anosegu Boxunm — 3To
WMEHHO YCMOBUSA HOPMarbHOMW, MOMHOLUEHHOW, 300POBOM UM PadoOCTHOM XKWU3HU AN
BCAKOro 4yenoBeka. /I ecnv yernosek 3TW 3anoBeau HapyllaeT, OH BpeauT, npexae
Bcero, cebe n cBOMM GN3KUM.

[o cux nop nwogu, npuxogsdwme B Xpam, CCbINalTCAa Ha MNPECroBYTYH «COBETCKYH
BNacCTby», KOrga «Hac He y4unu», XOTH 9TOWM camMonm Bractu HeT yxe 20 net. U


http://www.bible.com.ua/bible/r/40/11#12

BO3MOXXHOCTEW Ansi NOo3HaHMs coOCTBEHHOW Bepbl cenvac BGoree 4em OOCTATOYHO.
Hy)XHO TONMbKO MOHATb, YTO Bepa — 3TO He Kakoe-TO MPUIIOKEHWE K XU3HM, a ee
OCHOBaHue, yHOAMEHT, TO, Ha YeM Mbl ¢ BoXren NoMoLLbIO CTPOMM CBOK BEYHOCTb. U
APYroro BpeMeHW Ansi 3TOro CTPOUTENbCTBA, KOPME KpaTKUX LHEW 3EMHOW XKU3HU, He
6ynet. Tonbko 6bl He ObITb paBHOAYLIHbLIMK!

«lMo Bepe Bawen ga 6yget Bam», — roBopuT ocnogb. Tak HeyXenu Te AyXOBHble
cpeactBa eauvHeHuss ¢ borom, koTopble Ham npegnaraet LlepkoBb: wucnoBenp,
npuyactue, nocT, MONuTBa, cobnaeHue 3anoBeden, — HeyXenu 3Tu cpeacrea
HeOoCTaTOuYHbl AN PELUEHUss caMblX OCTPbIX NPOBMAEM, HEYXeNM YTO-TO MOXET ObiTb
elwe Bbille M OeNCTBEHHee CBATbIX TaumHCTB?! [la Beob M NPSIMO KOLLYHCTBEHHO TakK
aymaTb. Ho BOT, NpmBbIYKa, ManoBepue genatwT U BeniMyanine TamHCTBa 4sis Hac YeMm-
TO MpUBbIYHBIM U 6e30encTBeHHbIM. VI npnynHa Tomy — B Hallen paccnabneHHocTu, B
HaweM CcaMOBOSNIMW, B HEXenaHuum NoHMMaTb U NpuHUMaTb Bomto boxuo. U Torga
HaA4YMHAKOTCS MOUCKM 3aBETHbBIX «MOJIMTOBOK», OCODbIX «MKOHOKY», «CBATbIX HA pasHble
cnyyam», Marm4eckux « CTapymKkoBy...

Tonbko Mbl 3abbIBaeM, YTO CKOpPOU CriydaroTca C HaMK Jaxe He AN Toro, YTobbl Mbl OT
HMUX MIHOBEHHO M30aBUNUCb, a YTOObLI C MX MOMOLLbLID CMOIMN MOHATb YTO-TO BaXkHOe,
OTHOCSLLIEECS K BEYHOM XM3HM BEYHOW OyLWn; U He Byab aTux ckopbewn, Mbl Obl HUKOrAa
He namMeHunucb. Mbl fymaem o0 3eMHOM, MEPSIEM BCE MEPKaMU XUTENCKOro MHTEpeca,
HO BCe-Taku gaBanTe NOMHUTL crioBa [ocnoga, peyeHHble Yepe3 npopoka: «Kak Hebo
BbllLe 3eMnn, Tak Nyt Mon Bbiwe nyTen Bawunx, U Mbicriv Mown BbiLle MbICIIEN BaLLUX»
(Mc. 55: 9). 1 BMmecTO TOro 4TObbLI NE3Thb U3 KOXM, OCYLLECTBMAS CBOW MiaHbl, AaBanTe
XOTb MHOr4a CMUPEHHO MON4YaTb BCEM CEpPALEM, BCNyLMBascb B «boxun mbicnny, a
3aTeM 1 NPOCUTb CUI NS UX UCMNOSTHEHUS, cTapadack criegoBatb «Ero nytammny. U ana
9TOro HaM BOBCE He Hy)XHa BonwebHasn KHoMka.

Ceawennuk JIvumpui Luwkun
http://www.pravoslavie.ru/put/44395.htm



http://www.pravoslavie.ru/authors/1203.htm
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	Saturday 2 April
	Saturday 9 April 
	No Vigil – Service of Unction at 2.00 pm with Archbishop Mark at the London Сhurch, 57 Harvard Road, London W4 4ED. All are invited. / Всенощной не будет – все приглашаются на соборование в 2.00 в Лондонский собор, где будет служить архиепископ Марк.
	Sunday 10 April: Sunday of St Mary of Egypt / память преп. Марии Египетской
	10.00 Hours and Liturgy / Часы и Божественная литургия 

	Saturday 16 April
	Sunday 17 April: Palm Sunday / Вход Господень в Иерусалим, Вербное Воскресенье
	10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Часы и Божественная литургия 
	Great Wednesday / Великая среда 20 April

	6.00 pm: Matins / Утреня                                                                                                        
	Great Thursday / Великий  четверг 21 April


	10.00 am Vespers and Divine Liturgy / Вечерня и Божественная литургия
	6.00 pm: Matins with the Twelve Gospels / Утреня и чтение 12 Евангелий
	Great Friday / Великая пятница 22 April
	4.00 pm: Vespers / Вечерня с выносом Св. Плащаницы

	6.00 pm: Matins with the Lamentations, Procession with the Burial Shroud / Утреня и чин погребения, крестный ход со Св. Плащаницей
	Great Saturday / Великая суббота 23 April
	9.30 am: Vespers and Divine Liturgy / Вечерня и Божественная литургия
	Пасха/Easter Sunday 24 April
	The Radiant Resurrection of Christ/
	Светлое Христово Воскресение 

	Saturday 30 April
	Sunday 31 April: Thomas Sunday / Фомино воскресенье                                                                                            
	Patronal Feast: Saturday 2 July
	Престольный праздник: Суббота 2 июля

	2 February: To Michael and Irina Brown: Victoria
	21 February: To Simon and Natasha Blackburn: Daniel and Elizabeth
	Similarly, our understanding of the Gospels, our veneration of the Mother of God, our use of images or icons, our understanding of the importance of faith and works, even the layout of the church building itself, the complete absence of musical instruments, statues, stations of the cross, pews, the presence of bearded but married clergy. All of this goes back to the very first centuries of the Church. All of this gives the Orthodox Church a different understanding and perspective of Christianity. 
	In the Orthodox Church you will find many monasteries and convents. For example, there are over 800 of them in the Russian Church, which have nearly all re-opened since the fall of the enemy of the Church, atheist Communism, in 1991. The fall of atheism in Russia has already led to the canonisation of over 30,000 who were martyred by the atheists, including 600 bishops, and the restoration or building of nearly 25,000 churches in the last 20 years. This process of restoration is continuing and three new Russian Orthodox churches are opened somewhere in the world every day of the year. Let us look at some of this in more detail by looking at Orthodox worship.
	ORTHODOX WORSHIP
	Orthodox church buildings are divided into naves and sanctuaries, which represent earth and heaven. They are separated by an icon screen, called an iconostasis. The doors in it and the central curtain are opened during the services and represent the entrance into heaven. On the left and right hand sides of the Church you will see images, or icons, of favourite saints and in the middle there are candle-stands. For Orthodox Christians icons are not decorative pictures but real, spiritual presences of the saints, who are spiritual friends for us. Icons are windows to heaven, doors of perception.
	According to apostolic tradition, we stand during services, since we are in the presence of Christ, though there are a few benches and chairs for children, the pregnant, the elderly or ill to rest for a moment. We do not use musical instruments in church, only the voice. Organs appeared only fairly recently, in most C of E and Catholic churches they were introduced in the nineteenth century. We also keep the original Old Testament, over 1,000 years older than that used by other Christians, we baptise by immersion, keep the original calendar, as used by the apostles, and use the original form of the cross with three bars. Orthodox services go back to apostolic times and the services in the Temple in Jerusalem. 
	Our main service, the communion service, is called the Liturgy. It has altered little since the first centuries and it represents the life of Christ, from His Birth to His Ascension and then Pentecost. We have the same teachings as the early Church. We have inherited all our teachings on the Holy Trinity, the Incarnation of the Son of God become man, the Holy Spirit, the Virgin Birth, the Mother of God, the Communion of the saints, from the Church Councils and Church Fathers of the very first centuries. 
	The Orthodox Church is unchanging in spirit. But that does not mean that we are a museum or always conservative. On the contrary, we are often radical, living and dynamic because of the presence of the Holy Spirit. That presence is called the Tradition, which is the whole collection of revelations of the Holy Spirit through the millennia and which continue today. To deny the Orthodox Tradition and its teachings would simply mean that we are no longer Orthodox, that is, not a member of the Orthodox Church. The Church does not change, but we change.
	These words about not changing remind me of the old joke about the light-bulb. Question: 'How many Orthodox bishops does it take to change a light-bulb?' Answer: 'Why change a light-bulb?' Well, of course, if light-bulbs don't work, we do change them. But on the other hand, if they do work, why change them? In other words, if the Church is giving light, leading to holiness, then She is doing Her job, and there is no need to change, the Church is fulfilling Her role, making saints. 
	The only changes that we have are changes in continuity. For example, in Colchester we have a new church, new icons, some of the saints venerated there are twentieth-century saints, some of our services have been written only recently, our patron saint passed on to eternity only in 1966. However, everything new is in conformity with the Orthodox. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.
	The central point of the Orthodox Church Year is the Resurrection of Christ, Easter. This is far more important to us than Christmas. Christmas is the beginning, but Easter is the end, the fulfilment of Christ's Coming, and on it depend both Ascension and Pentecost. For forty days after Easter we hang out the letters 'C' and 'R' in our churches. They signify 'Christ is Risen'. They are the essence of our faith, for Christ has defeated death. Sometimes I hear Non-Orthodox talking about the importance of the Cross. Orthodox talk rather about the importance of the Resurrection, the Cross was only the stage necessary to reach the Resurrection. Otherwise we would have the impression that everything stopped on Good Friday. An Orthodox Easter card does not have the mournful image of the Cross on it, but rather the image of Christ Risen out of the tomb in glory. As the Apostle Paul said: 'And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain' (I Cor. 15, 14).
	OUR LOCAL CHURCH AND COMMUNITY
	There are three categories of Orthodox church in this country. Firstly, there are the cathedrals and large parish churches, which are virtually all in London. These are Greek Cypriot, Russian, Romanian and Serbian. Average Sunday attendance here may be between 500 and 1,000. At Easter it can be 5,000 or more. It is rare that they use any English in their services. Each such church will be served by a group of clergy, two, three or more, and there may be daily services. 
	Secondly, there are the churches in provincial towns, for example in this area, in Colchester, Cambridge and Norwich. In such towns there are usually two churches, one Russian, the other Greek, Romanian, Serbian or Arabic. One, either the Greek or the Russian for example, is bigger, with between 50 and 200 attending on Sundays and it may be permanent, having its own premises and facilities, hall, kitchen toilets, office and services on weekdays. The other is small, perhaps with a flock of only 10 to 30, and with only temporary, borrowed premises. 
	Finally, there are the mission chapels. These may exist in small towns or villages, set up in a borrowed church, a spare room or even in a shed. Generally they use only English and the flock may be very small, fewer than ten, consisting of a non-stipendiary priest, his family and two or three individuals. These often lack stability and a service may only take place occasionally.
	Colchester is a provincial town, though St John’s Orthodox Church in Military Road is the largest wooden Church in the UK and built at the highest point in Colchester proper. It was formerly the Garrison or Camp Church – once called ‘the most important military building in Colchester’. It was built in 1855, measures 6,500 square feet, 650 square metres, and once had seating for 900. In April 2007, just after its 150th anniversary, it closed and was emptied of almost all its contents. It was sold to the developer Taylor Wimpey, as part of the redevelopment of the old Garrison. As part of a job lot, Taylor Wimpey’s only wish was to get rid of the Church, but it was hampered by the conditions set by English Heritage and Colchester Borough Council. 
	Many feared the Church would be burned down by a developer, be vandalised or simply fall into ruin. When we heard about the then empty Church in April 2007, we were very interested, since we had been looking for permanent premises in the area since 1997 – ten years. We were only allowed to visit it in January 2008. The problem then was we had only £4,000 in our account to make a tender for the Church. So we launched an Internet appeal and within six weeks we had received pledges of £180,000. 90% of the pledges came from English Orthodox, with smaller sums from Orthodox in Belgium, the USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and, most exotically, Venezuela and Alaska. 
	Therefore, in March 2008, we were able to make a tender, together, surprisingly, with only three other interested parties. To our amazement, in May 2008 we heard that out of the four tenders, ours had been accepted. We then had to wait for four months to obtain the keys, as it was legally very complex to take over ex-MoD property. Everything was ‘top secret’, including the names of the gas and electricity suppliers. So in September 2008 we became legal owners of an emptied shell, much to the relief of Taylor Wimpey, who told us that we were ‘the answer to their prayers’. They did not know that they were the answer to our prayers of eleven years standing. 
	From that moment on, we began a programme of refurbishment, which cost us £120,000 in all. Everything had to be repaired and refurbished. Church members painted, using nearly 40 gallons of paint, and washed, and three professional carpenters worked there every day for ten weeks. Also two tons of grass and weeds were removed from the gardens, which Taylor-Wimpey had allowed to run wild. The gas heating was finally reconnected, the Church was carpeted where necessary. We scraped and washed the floor, revealing large amounts of army chewing gum, increasing towards the back of the Church. There was a lot of work. The Church was blessed and the first services held there at the end of November 2008.
	At present we have 240 regular parishioners of seventeen different nationalities. We use two languages in particular in our services, one is Slavonic, similar to Russian, and the other is English, the common language. We also use some Romanian and Greek. In principle, as we alternate which parts of the service we do in which language, an English person can come two Sundays running and hear the whole service, or liturgy, in English. A typical parishioner is aged between 20 and 40, is single or else married with small children and lives in Colchester or in our catchment area which spreads as far as Felixstowe, Ipswich, Bury St Edmunds, Sudbury, Bishops Stortford, Braintree, Clacton, Chelmsford, Southend and villages inbetween.
	CONCLUSION
	To summarise what has been said this evening, I would like to come back to a word which I mentioned earlier: Community. When I hear that word in an Orthodox context, I often think of Fr George. He was a Russian priest in London who passed away nearly forty years ago. One day he was travelling on a train and met a very ardent but very young Protestant man, who asked him what his name was. When he answered 'Fr George', the young man replied: 'I cannot possibly call you 'Father', because it is against the Gospel'. So Fr George answered: 'Well, in that case, you can call me 'Daddy'. 
	That may seem a superficial anecdote, but in fact, it contains much truth. In the Russian Orthodox Church, for example, the word used to address the parish priest is precisely 'Daddy', and the priest's wife is called 'Mummy'. This does sum up the whole feeling in the Orthodox Church. We are a family. Here we are together with our ancestors, our families, our friends, and among them, the saints, who are also our intimate friends. In some cases they are even related to us. They are our family and we ask the saints to pray for us in our needs, just as we ask our friends to pray for us. It is the same thing. It is the same family. 
	If you looked in our meeting-room in our church, you would find there among the photographs, photos of three of our parishioners who passed away a few years ago. They are there because we remember them, because they are with us and we are with them. In the Church we live together and we are saved together, we are an extended family, a community. We live together because our Orthodox Christian Faith is a way of life, not an idea or a philosophy to bother people with. Our way of life is patterned by the daily Gospel and Epistle readings, by the saints of the Church calendar, from all ages, and from all climes, by the seasons of the Church services and the customs attached to them.
	Событие Воскресения Христова — самый большой и светлый христианский праздник. Этот праздник еще называют Пасхою, то есть Днем, в который совершилось наше перехождение от смерти — к жизни и от земли — к Небу.
	
Христос воскрес! — и для всего мироздания началась истинная весна, светлое, радостное утро новой жизни. Воскресение Господа Иисуса — первая действительная победа жизни над смертью. Вот как это было:

По прошествии субботы, ночью, на третий день после Своих страданий и смерти, Господь Иисус Христос силою Своего Божества ожил, то есть воскрес из мертвых. Тело Его, человеческое, преобразилось. Он вышел из гроба, не отвалив камня, не нарушив синедрионовой печати, и невидимый для стражи. С этого момента воины, сами не зная того, охраняли пустой гроб.

Вдруг сделалось великое землетрясение; с небес сошел Ангел Господень. Он, приступив, отвалил камень от двери гроба Господня и сел на нем. Вид его был как молния, и одежда его бела, как снег. Воины, стоявшие на страже у гроба, пришли в трепет и стали, как мертвые, а потом, очнувшись от страха, разбежались.

В этот день (первый день недели), как только кончился субботний покой, весьма рано, на рассвете, Мария Магдалина, Мария Иаковлева, Иоанна, Саломия и другие женщины, взяв приготовленное благовонное миро, пошли ко гробу Иисуса Христа, чтобы помазать тело Его, так как они не успели этого сделать при погребении. (Женщин этих Церковь именует мироносицами). Они еще не знали, что ко гробу Христову приставлена стража и вход в пещеру запечатан. Потому они не ожидали кого-нибудь там встретить и говорили между собою: «Кто отвалит нам камень от двери гроба?» Камень же был очень велик.

Мария Магдалина, опередив остальных женщин-мироносиц, первая пришла ко гробу. Еще не рассветало, было темно. Мария, увидев, что камень отвален от гроба, сразу же побежала к Петру и Иоанну и говорит: «Унесли Господа из гроба, и не знаем, где положили Его». Услышав такие слова, Петр и Иоанн тотчас побежали ко гробу. Мария Магдалина последовала за ними.

	В это время подошли ко гробу остальные женщины, шедшие с Марией Магдалиной. Они увидели, что камень отвален от гроба. И когда остановились, вдруг увидели светозарного Ангела, сидящего на камне. Ангел, обращаясь к ним, сказал: «Не бойтесь, ибо знаю, что вы ищете Иисуса распятого. Его нет здесь; Он воскрес, как сказал еще будучи с вами. Подойдите, посмотрите место, где лежал Господь. А потом пойдите скорее и скажите ученикам Его, что Он воскрес из мертвых».

Они вошли внутрь гроба (пещеры) и не нашли тела Господа Иисуса Христа. Но, взглянув, увидели Ангела в белой одежде, сидящего справа от места, где был положен Господь; их объял ужас.

Ангел же говорит им: «Не ужасайтесь. Иисуса ищете Назарянина распятого. Он воскрес. Его нет здесь. Вот место, где Он был положен. Но идите, скажите ученикам Его и Петру (который своим отречением отпал от числа учеников), что Он встретит вас в Галилее, там вы Его увидите, как Он сказал вам».

Когда же женщины стояли в недоумении, вдруг снова пред ними явились два Ангела в блистающих одеждах. Женщины в страхе преклонили лица свои к земле.

Ангелы сказали им: «Что вы ищете живого между мертвыми? Его нет здесь: Он воскрес; вспомните, как Он говорил вам, когда был еще в Галилее, говоря, что Сыну Человеческому надлежит быть предану в руки грешных людей, и быть распяту, и в третий день воскреснуть».

Пасхальная служба начинается в полночь с субботы на воскресенье; вся она исполнена духовной радости и ликования. Вся она — торжественный гимн Светлому Христову Воскресению, примирению Бога и человека, победе жизни над смертью. 

Праздник Пасхи каждый год совершается в разные числа месяца и время его празднования «переходит» по своей дате, но всегда приходится на воскресный день. Все праздники, связанные календарно с Пасхой (а это Вербное Воскресение, Пасха, Вознесение и Троица) тоже меняют свою дату и называются переходящими или подвижными. Другие двунадесятые праздники (Рождество Христово, Крещение, Сретенье и др.) имеют постоянную дату и называются непереходящими или неподвижными.

