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Pacnucanue borocavikenuii / Services in September

Sunday 1 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxkecTBeHHAst TUTYprus

Saturday 7 September
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenonrnoe 6eHne

Sunday 8 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxectBennas nmutyprus. Service for those going
back to school or studies / Kpatkuit MmoneOeH a1 yqamuxcs

Saturday 14 September
5.30 pm: Vigil / BcenourHoe 61eHne

Sunday 15 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u boskecTBeHHast TUTYprust
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Fridayv 20 September
5.30 pm: Vigil for the Nativity of the Most Holy Mother of God / Bcenomnoe 61enme
npazanuka Poxxnectsa [IpecBsitoit boropoauiisi

Saturday 21 September: Nativity of the Most Holy Mother of God / Poxknecrso IlpecBsiToii

Boropoanubl
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u boxkecTBeHHast TUTyprusi.

Saturday 21 September
5.30 pm: Vigil / BcenourHoe 61eHme

Sunday 22 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u boskecTBeHHast TUTYprust

Thursday 26 September
5.30 pm: Vigil for the Exaltation of the Life-Giving Cross / Bcenomnoe 61eHue mpasaHuka
Bosznsmwxenus JKusotBopsiiero Kpecra I'ocriogus

Friday 27 September: Exaltation of the Life-Giving Cross / Bosapm:xenue

AKusorBopsuero Kpecra 'ocionns
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u boskecTBeHHast TUTYprust

Saturday 28 September
5.30 pm: Vigil / BceHontHoe O1eHMe

Sunday 29 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u boxxecTBeHHast TUTYprust

Wedding in July
12 July: Viktor Evstigneev and Elena Kronere

NEWS

Roses

Paul our gardener/caretaker planted ten new rose bushes on the right hand side of the Church at
the beginning of July. This has added colour to the gardens. You will have noticed that he and
his wife Jean have been hard at work keeping the front flower beds looking very nice, inviting
compliments from passers-by and visitors.

Floodlighting



At the beginning of July our electrician fitted a floodlight over the main Church doors. The front
of the Church is now floodlit every evening. This will be particularly noticeable once Roberts
Road, the new road opposite the Church, is open.

Television

On 12 July Fr Andrew went up to London to appear in a TV documentary called ‘Decoding
Jesus’. The programme will be shown on the National Geographic Channel in December. Fr
Andrew was invited to give the Orthodox viewpoint on Jesus Christ. The programme lasts two
hours and will be broadcast by satellite worldwide.

Roval Martvrs

On 29 June Fr Vitaly came with parishioners from our London church in Chiswick to our
patronal feast. He invited Fr Andrew to go to the church there on 17 July, the feast of the Royal
Martyrs. Therefore, on 17 July Fr Andrew and Matushka Sabina went to the church in Chiswick
for the patronal feast of the lower church there. Fr Andrew concelebrated with other clergy from
the diocese.

New Car Park
We should receive the new church car park opposite the Church in Lisle Road during September.

Why are the Church Doors Painted Blue?

As the Local Planning Authorities do not allow us to have sky-blue or golden (the traditional
colours) onion domes on the Church, we thought we could at least have golden crosses and sky-
blue doors.

Direct Debit

In August, as every year, we paid our insurance bill — this was £4,000, our greatest expense in
the year. Obviously, we also have other bills, for example, water, gas, electricity and telephone
(for the fire alarm) bills, as well as servicing bills for electrical equipment, heaters, the fire alarm
and fire extinguishers. We are also trying to maintain and improve our Church and its facilities,
as you know from the bell machine we installed last year, the repainting of two walls of the
Church, the new icons, the new car park, the floodlighting and the roses.

A new way of supporting the Church is to do what people do at other Orthodox churches in this
country. This is to pay a small amount to the Church every month by direct debit. This could be
between £5 and £25 per month. This has the benefit of providing the Church with a more solid
financial situation. A few people have kindly set up such direct debit arrangements already. If
you are interested, all you have to do is to contact your bank and ask to set up a direct debit,
giving these details:



Name of organisation: East of England Orthodox Church (this is the name of the non-profit
making Charity which governs our Church).

Bank name: Natwest

Sort Code: 60 08 17

Account number: 13674013

E:xxemecssuHbIi NEPEBOJ CPEACTB HA HYK/IbI XpaMa

B aBrycre, Tak e Kak U KaXJbIi TOJl, MbI 3aIJIATHIIN 32 CTpaxoBKy. CyMMa COCTaBWIIa YeThIpe
THICSYM (PYHTOB — 3TO HAIl CaMblii KpymHBIH pacxop B roay. KoHeuHo, ecTh u Jpyrue cuera:
BOJA, Tra3, JJIEKTpuuecTBO W TeieoH (Ha ciydaid Tmokapa), a Takke OoOCTy)KUBaHUE
AIIEKTPONPUOOPOB, PATUATOPOB OTOILICHHSI, MOKAPHOW CUTHAIHM3AIMU U OTHETYyIIuTeNneld. Mbl
TaKKe OJlaroycTpamBaeM 37aHHE [EPKBH W MPUJICTAIONIYI0 TCPPUTOPHIO, IICKTPOHHBIA TTPHOOP
JUTSE KOJIOKOJIOB, TTIOKPACHIIN JIB€ CTEHBI, IPUOOPEIM HOBBIE MKOHBI, TIOCAIAMIN PO3bI, YCTPOWIN
HOBYIO MTAPKOBKY U YJIMYHOE OCBEIICHHE.

BbI MOXeTe MpUHATH yyacTue B COJIEPKAHUU LIEPKBH TaK, KaK 3TO MPUHATO B BennkoOpuTanuu:
€KEMECSIUHO TIEPEBOJIS CPEICTBA HA HYXKIbI IEPKBHU, UCTIONb3ysl mupekT neout (Direct Debit).
CyMMa MOXET COCTaBJIATh OT ISITU A0 JABAAUATH MATH (YHTOB B Mecsu. TakuMm oOpazoMm y
nepkBu Oyzaer Oonee craOwibHas (QUHAHCOBas CHUTyanus. HEKOTopble MpHXOXKaHE YiKe
ycranoBuin Direct Debit u exxemecssyHO NepeBOAAT CPEACTB HA Hyk /bl Xpama. Eciau Bel xoTHTe
IOMOYb NPPUXO.Y, OXKATYHCTa, CBKUTECH CO CBOUM OaHKOM U yctaHoBute Direct Debit:

Name of organization: East of England Orthodox Church (Ha3BaHue HEKOMMEpUYECKOil
OJIaroTBOPUTEIILHOM OpraHU3aIluH, KOTOPAast 3aBEeyeT HalleH [EPKOBBIO)

Bank: Natwest
Sort Code: 60 08 17

Account number: 13674013

Only strong people like to hear the truth about themselves

Russian: http://www.pravmir.ru/tolko-silnye-lyudi-lyubyat-slyshat-o-sebe-pravdu/

September 12 2009 « His Holiness Patriarch Kyrill

On September 11 when the Church commemorates the Beheading of the Prophet, Forerunner
and Baptist John, His Holiness Kyrill, Patriarch of Moscow and All the Russias, celebrated the



Divine liturgy in the Cathedral church of the Saviour in the Old Market in Nizhny Novgorod. At
the end of the liturgy the main concelebrant gave the First Hierarch’s sermon to those who had
gathered there.

Your Eminences, dear Right Reverend hierarchs, fathers, brothers and sisters!

It is a great joy for me to celebrate the Divine liturgy together with my brethren, the bishops who
have come from the dioceses of the Volga region, in this magnificent Cathedral of Nizhny
Novgorod, to see the local Church united around its bishop, to see young faces, to hear the youth
choir, to see many people, who perhaps have only recently entered Church life, but are conscious
that they are members of the Holy, Catholic, Apostolic Orthodox Church, and to live the Mystery
of the Holy Eucharist together with them.

Today we recall a tragic event form the Gospel - the martyr’s end of the Prophet and Forerunner
John. This is a day of mourning in the Orthodox Church calendar: we are not supposed to eat any
food; bishops and priests wear the vestments which they wear on feast days in Lent. Together
with the outward appearance of the clergy and the Gospel and Epistle readings, all this is as it
were destined to remind us of the tragedy which took place. The Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist
John was slain at the suggestion of Herod’s wife who could not forgive the Prophet for his
denunciations that she was living illegitimately with her new husband, Herod, because she had
previously been his brother’s wife. Of course, the Queen was conscious of her sin. If she had not
been conscious of it, she would not have been in such a rage and her rage was such that she was
prepared to murder the Prophet, who had enormous authority among the people and with her
own husband. She achieved her goal and the prophetic voice of John the Baptist fell silent.

John the Baptist is higher than all those born of women, as the Word of God says of him. This is
because he was called to prepare the people to accept the coming of the Savior through
repentance. For all sincere repentance presupposes sincere and honest speech. When he who
calls to repentance asks unbiased questions he as it were has rights and judgement, he has the
right to say what is right and what is wring in human life. And this is what John the Prophet of
God did. As the word of God says, John baptised with the Baptism of repentance. He prepared
people through repentance so that they would be capable of accepting the word of the Savior, the
Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ.

People seldom like to hear the truth about themselves, only in rare cases and only strong people.
Most only like to hear good and pleasant things about themselves. And when something good
and pleasant has been said, then people presume that the person of whom it has been said, must
in return for these good words, which are often false and hypocritical, do something for the
person who said them. And a large part of our life is more or less built on the basis of this simple
logic of mutual deceit. If you examine your conversations with others, with your colleagues, at
table, especially with those in positions of authority, you will immediately detect this false note.



This false note shows hypocrisy and lieing and it does not deter cunning. Those who come out
with false and lying words are capable of any cunning act, certain that their false words disarm
those against whom they have ill-intentioned thoughts.

Lieing has not only entered into our personal relationships with those close to us, it is also
present in social relations. And where there is lieing, there can be no repentance, no
consciousness of sin, no desire to unburden ourselves of sin, and this means that there is no
sincere desire to move towards God. This is why the Forerunner, who denounced people so
threateningly, was required. No doubt some of them shrugged their shoulders in bewilderment,
others did not care, some probably just cursed the man and walked away. But how many people
heard God’s truth in his words and were later helped by this to accept the word of the Savior!
This is why he is higher than all the saints — he prepared the earth where the seeds of Christ’s
preaching fell.

The Forerunner John carried out a prophetic ministry and a prophetic ministry is the ministry of
proclaiming God’s truth. A prophet is he who proclaims God’s truth. The Lord was also a
prophet. He practised a royal ministry and a priestly ministry, sacrificing Himself for the sins of
the people, as well as a prophetic ministry, threatening and denouncing the shortcomings of the
world and the society of that time. His word was clear and honest, and this is why, in the words
of the Apostle Paul, it really cut through people and society, as if with a double-edged blade.
With good reason it is written: I came not to bring you peace, but a sword (Matt 10: 34). Of
course this does not mean that in Christ God brought war to people, but that His word is two-
edged and is able to cut through the human conscience, separating good from evil and cutting in
two human society, into those who accept this word, who are prepared to live according to God’s
truth and those who under no circumstances wish to do this and are prepared to fight not only
against this word but also against those who say this word.

The Church of God is called to continue the ministry of Christ the Savior, royal, priestly and
prophetic. This means that the Church is called to announce God’s truth, the truth which cuts
through human society with this double-edged sword and cuts through the human personality — a
very painful operation. Some are able to accept this cutting off, this beheading, in the hope that
good will be cut off from evil for ever and, basing themselves on good, it will be possible to
build a new life. And after all he who does not want this is he who feels comfortable with lieing,
with vice, with sin. Herod’s wife felt comfortable with her sinful life and not wishing to hear the
truth, which cut through her being, she preferred to stay with her way of life which was entirely
subjugated to sin.

Throughout her history the Church has proclaimed God’s truth because the Church always has
enemies, those who do not wish to live according to the truth, for whom lieing is convenient. To
serve in the Church very clearly presumes that you have firm and strong support, but also that
you have enemies.



However, regardless of this, throughout her history the Church has continued its prophetic
ministry. At certain times, when a majority of the people acknowledged the teaching authority of
the Church, it spoke out loud, the best minds worked for the Church, the greatest philosophers
and thinkers became theologians of the Church. Today we call them the holy Fathers of the
Church, and they have left us a precious heritage, the patristic heritage of the Church. And from
this heritage we see how the Church has practised its prophetic ministry in the glorious periods
when it flourished and what a huge influence the word of truth had on the family.

However, there have been other times when the Church was not able to speak this word of truth
out loud, when it was silent. For three, almost four, generations of our contemporaries the
Russian Church was the Church of silence. It could not denounce the sins of its people before TV
cameras, before the world and society, because that would have meant for her an end to any sort
of ministry in general. So she chose silence, but that silence was more eloquent than any
eloquent words. And the people understood everything. They understood where God’s truth is
and where lieing and sin are. And having survived by a Divine miracle to this day, when the
Church is free, today, basing itself first of all on those who are ready to hear her words, calmly,
without confrontation, not provoking or exciting anyone, furthering the unity and the
reconciliation of its people, the Church at the same time testifies to God’s truth, continuing the
great prophetic ministry of Christ, continuing the ministry of the holy prophet, Forerunner and
Baptist John.

But how should society react to this prophetic ministry? Just as it reacted in the past, gagging,
killing the prophets, cutting off their heads, putting them in prison, exiling them or simply
putting social barriers in their way, banishing them from any social sphere of activity? Well, all
of this took place and we know the dreadful results of excluding the Church from social life.
Society shows its civil maturity, in several ways, among them, in its ability to hear the prophetic
voice of the Church, instead of demanding those who bear arms to behead those who speak, but
listening carefully and reflecting on the prophetic word of the Church, which does not seek
anything for itself, neither power, nor money, nor domination, but only the right to be the voice
of the conscience of its people and to tell people God’s truth, failing which the people lose all
direction in life, failing which the people can err and perish.

So today, continuing its prophetic ministry, the Church speaks to its people with words of love
and reconciliation. Today, the voice of the Church is a humble voice, for the Church does not
extend its power, or even powerful thoughts, to those areas of life where human power is
concentrated. The Church acts where there is no human power so that the power of God may be
revealed there. And today, to a great extent, the future of our people and in some way the future
of the whole world depends on how with its humble voice, its lack of power and strength, the
Church is able to bring God’s truth to people



May the memory of this tragic event in the Gospel story, the memory of the beheading of the
holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John, help us all, as well as those who, as the word of
God’s truth says, hear these words, to speak and to listen for the salvation of their souls <...>.

Today we face challenges which are greater than everything we used to do, as a result of the
circumstances whereby we were not allowed to work or speak outside the church building.
Today society is open, and the government, which is building relationships, including mutual
social relationships, based on the law, offers us in the current legal framework, perfectly
adequate conditions to speak and act outside the church building. In this we use all our strength,
but above all the strength of God, for the spiritual rebirth of the whole people, for this rebirth
gives rise to material prosperity, falling corruption and crime, the strengthening of the family, a
decrease in alcohol consumption, the victory over drugs, a reduction in divorce.

Today, the Church aims to rise to these challenges, because today the Church is not a small
group of people who pray inside church building behind tightly-closed doors, so that, God
forbid, nobody can hear them or see them and no outsider can get in. Today, the Church is the
Church of the people and all that she does, she does through the strength of its people.

«Co cBaTbIM ['eopruem Ha drozesxe

O geruuke I'eoprum 3axapose 1 ero HeOECHOM MOKPOBUTEJIE

Llasen Axosnes

B 1945 rony 6 mas crano 0co00 3HaYUMBIM, UOO TpU MPA3THUKA COSAMHUIUCH B OJJTHOM JTHE:
Caetioe XprctoBo Bockpecenne, maMsITh BEIUKOMYYeHHKA ['eoprus 1 OKOHYaHNE BOMHEI C
I'epmanueii, Benb UMEHHO TOTa ObLT OMUCAH MEPBLI AKT O KallUTYJISIIUN 3TON (QaIncTcKoi
JIePIKABBI.

Uepes Heckonbko AHeH mapian ['eopruii JKykoB MOANUIIET BTOPOH AKT 0 KaUTYJISIIUA
['epmanuy, 0JHAKO B ATON CTaThe HaM XOTENIOCh ObI pacckaszarh o Apyrom ['eoprum — yenoneke

YHHUKaJIBbHOM Cyb0bl 1 BOMHCKOI'O JJApOBaHUs, €IMHCTBEHHOM I'€Hepalie, TMYHO 00JIeTEBIIEM
nepesi BOIHOM BCIO 3aMajiHyI0 I'paHUIly, €AMHCTBEHHOM COBETCKOM JIETYHMKE, BOEBABIIEM Ha
camotete ¢ n3odpakeHneM BenukomydeHnka ['eoprus [Tobenonocna. Boune, Ha koToporo
yCTpauBaJIM CIELHATIBHYIO OXOTY BpaKeCKUe MUJIOThI — FreHepali-mMaiiope aBuauuu [ eoprun
Hedenosuue 3axapose.

sk

Bynymuit renepan-maiiop aBuaruu ['eopruii Hedenosuu 3axapos poauics 24 anpens 1908 roxa
B cene Crapoe CemenknHo CpenHe-Bomxkckoro kpas baittyranckoro paiiona. JKu3Hp ero
CJIOHJIACh HEMPOCTO: FOHOCTh COBIIANA C IPAX1aHCKON BOMHOM.
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B TeuyeHne HeCKONBKUX MECALIEB POJTHOE CEJI0 HE pa3 Mepexoausio U3 pykK B pyku. Jlomancs
yKJ1a1 KpecTbsiHCKOM ku3Hu. B 1920 roay m3-3a cBupencrBoBasiero rojoaa Ha [loBomxkbe
ymepau poautenu ['eoprus, a crapmuii 6pat ymen ciay)uTh B PKKA — Paboue-kpecThsHCKYIO
Kpacnyto apmuro. Briocnencrsuu 'eopruit 3axapoB mucai: «...camblid TSXKEIbIM Ha MOe
naMsITH JIBaIATBINA TOJ, HEKOT1a KPEIKoe CeJo YK€ JaBHO Pa30peHo /10 OCHOBaHws. ... Havancs
rOJI0JI, U B JIIOTYIO 3UMY B T€YEHHE HECKOJIBKUX JHEH OT rosiofa ymepiau orel U Mathb. [lorom
yMmepia 6adymka. B3pocnbix goMa He octanock. Heckoabko THEH MBI KUK TEM, YTO 5 Cpe3all
MIOJIOCKH C JIOUTaIMHOM IIKYpBI, KOTOPO# Obli1a 0OuTa 1BEph, a cTapias cecTpa Bacumuca u3

T'enepan-maiiop I'.H. 3axapoB B kabuHe cBoero Sk-3.
Becna 1945 1.

3THX 00pe3KoB Jenana HaM oTBap. LIIKypbl XBaTriI0 HEHAI0T0, U BOT Bacunuca ycrpounach
HSHBKOW B OJJHY 32)KUTOUYHYIO ceMblo. Mitajiero Opara Ha Bpemst B3sUIM K ce0e anbHue
poacTBeHHUKU. MeHs u cecTpy CallleHbKY OHHM MPOKOPMHUTH YKe He MOTJIH. Torjja HaMoTall 5 Ha
ce0sl U CECTPEHKY BCE, UTO MOTJIO CIYKUTh OJEXKJI0M, 3011 IBEpH JIoMa IOCKaMH, U paHHUM
MOPO3HBIM YTPOM MBI TIOLIUTH MIPOYb OT POAHOTO JOMa, B KOTOPOM HAC OXHJajia HEeMUHyeMas
TOJIOJIHAsl CMEPTb.

Bpsia mu Ml IposkuiH O Ty 3UMY, €CiIi ObI OZJHAX/IbI HE TIOBCTPEYAIIH JIBYX TaKHUX K€
obopBaHIieB — Oparta u cectpy. OHU OBUTM HAaM POBECHUKAaMH. MBI BMECTE XOJIUIU BECh JICHb,
coOupast mogastHus, a Ha HOYh OHU MPUBEH HAC K ce0e B IOM. DTO ObUT MOKOCUBIIUNCS U
3anmylIeHHbIN BIOBUI oM. HaBcTpeuy HaM MOHsIaCh U3MOKICHHAs KEHIUHA. MBI C
CallieHbKOM CTOSIM HA TIOPOTe, TOTOBBIE IO MIEPBOMY €€ 3HAKY YHTH WJIH OCTaThCA.

}KCHH_[I/IHa 3arjiaKajia, 1 Mbl OCTaJIUCh.

B stom nome MbI mposkuiu 10 BecHbI. [loToM s 6GaTpauni, ObuT B pHioTe, cHOBa OaTpaumi. Tak
MPOIILJI0O MHOTO MECSIIIEB — MbI BBIXKHIIH. . .»

A xorna I'eopruto ucnonnuiocs 16 net, on cran npeacenaresneM Crapo-CeMHUHKMHCKOTO
cenbkpecTkoMa. «KpecT» TyT — OT clloBa «KPECThSIHCKHUI»: CETbCKUE KPECThSIHCKME KOMUTETBI
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MIPEICTABIISIIA COOOM apTeNH, CO3/ITaHHBIN I OKa3aHUsl B3aUMOTIOMOIITH. IT0 ObL10 B 1924
roxy. A B 1928-m, mpopaboTaB Ha 3TOH TOJDKHOCTH YETHIpEe TOja, IBaAIaTHICTHHH [ eopruii
oTnpaBwiIcs YIUThCs B Psi3anckuii Cenbxo3TeXHUKYM. Bo Bpems yueOs! ['eopruii paboTain
komOaitHepoM. Kak ciiokminack Obl )KU3HB 3TOTO TTAPHS, OCTAHbCS OH U JIANIbIIe Ha
«rpaxmanke»? bor 3HaeT. Ho ['eopruit Hedenorud pe3ko n3MeHUT HaIIpaBiIeHUE: HE
JOYYMBILHNCH ABYX MECSIIEB, OH OPOCHUJI CBOM TEXHUKYM U YIIEN B apMUI0. MeneBucckuit
BoeHKoMaT Hanpasui ero B 7 B.IIL.JI. — BoeHHyI0 KOy JIETYUKOB.

B nexabpe on 1933 rona okanuuBaet BIIJI 1 mocTtynaet Ha Kypchl KOMaHIUPOB 3BEHBEB, TI0
OKOHYaHUIO KOTOPBIX OTIpaBiisieTcs Ha YKpanny, B Kues — B 109 aBualinoHHyI0 3CKaIpUIIbIO,
CJIy’)KUTh B TOJDKHOCTHU CTapILEro JIETYNKA, KOMaHAUpa 3BEHA.

B mapte 1936 rona on — yxe B 3BaHuU JieTeHaHTa. A B okTs10pe 3axapoB yietuT B Mcnanuo, —
BoeBaTh. Tam 1u1a rpaxkaaHckas BoitHa: Bropas Mcnanckas pecny0Oiuka cpaxanach ¢
¢dammcramu. Tam 1 ObUT OTKPBIT CUET COUTHIM UM CaMOJIETaM.

B okTs16pe HeMITbI TOTOBWIIMCH K TeHepaIbHOMY mTypMy Manpuna. [locie kaxaoro BelieTa Bce
«HAIIW MUJIOTHI 3aMPaBIISIM MAlIHHbI U, 3arPY3UB OOEKOMILIEKT, PSIIOM CO CBOMMH MallTHHAMHU
JKJ1aJIi HOBOT'O BBUIETA.

OuepenHoit npukas nonyyeH. Bee Ha B3nér, ['puropuit HedenoBuu nmpodyet mynemMETsl, u — 3X,
He3agava! — y IByX HaJ0 MEHATh CTBOJIBL. A caMOJIEThI yxKe B3jeTatoT. Uto aenars? beictpo
MOTPABUB ITyJIEMETHI, YepEe3 HECKOJIIBKO MUHYT OH B3JyieTen. Ho OoT cBouX yXke oTcTai, a moTomy B
OJIMHOYECTBE UJIIET B cTOpoHy Manpuna. Han ManpumoMm ocMatpuBaeTcs, a BOKPYT HUKOTO HET!
Hu cBoux, Hu uyxux... HaGupaeT BHICOTY U IBHXKETCS B CTOPOHY NMpoTUBHUKA. HeT Hukoro!
BcemarpuBaeTcst B TOpU30HT B HalpaBiIeHUH COJIHIIA U 3aMEYaeT, HAaKOHEll, CUITYIThl OUIIJIaHOB.
IIepecuntsiBacT ux: ABeHaaUaTh. [IoHATHO, 4TO CBOM — 3aX0AiT K Maapuy co CTOpOHBI
cosiHIta. CamMoJIeThl HAYT 10 IyTe. 3aXapoB OBICTPO COKPAIIAET PACCTOSHUE 110 TIPSIMOM H,
HEMHOTO OTEPE/IUB IPYIITY, BEICKaKUBaeT Briepeau. [lokaunBaeT kppuibsiMu. Ero 3amevaror u
JIoroHsA0T. Ho BMecTO CBOMX OH BUIUT « XEMHKEIN» MPOTUBHHUKA.



OHM KMHYJIUCh Ha CaMOJIET Cpa3y BCEM CKOIIOM, Melllas
apyr apyry. VIX nepBoe «3apaceTe» — ouepeab U3
KPYITHOKaJIMOEpHOTOo MyJieMETa [0 MalllnHe 3axapoBa.
Crnac oTpaboTaHHbBIN HaBBIK: aBTOMAaTUYECKH 3aKPYTUII
MallluHy B IITyOOKMI BUpaX, HE /1aBasi BECTH 1o ce0e
MIPUIIETHHBINA OTOHB. MaIliHa Bes B MPOOOWHAX, HO
3axapoB KuB. TpHXkK/IbI B IPULIENT €0 ITyJeMeTa
MOMAJIAI0T CaMOJIEThl IPOTUBHUKA, U TPHOKJIBI OH
crpenseT. [lpyroro BbIxosa, KpoMe Kak BECTH
IIPOTUBHUKA K CBOEMY a3pOJpOMy, HET — TaM CBOH,
tam nomoulb. [locnenHss ouepens, yxe BO Bpemst
MO0CAJIKH, pa30uBaeT MPUOOPHYIO MTaHENb, HO CaMOJIET
cein. TexHUK BbITaCKMBaeT 3axapoBa U3 MAlIMHbI, U
OHU TIPSYIYTCS B YKPBITHH.

H o .4 ": 1
I'.H. 3axapos
Emy BoOO111€e, KaK IPUHATO FOBOPUTH, Be3o. Emé B Havasne cBoeil ciyxO0bl B 109 aBuarimoHHOM
3CKaJpWIbU MPUIUIOCH YYaCTBOBATh B UCIIBITAHUSIX HOBOTO camodiera M-15. Torna, pemus
HOJIHATHCS HA MAKCUMAJIBHYIO BBICOTY, Ha BelcoTe 7000 METPOB OH BAPYT NOTEPSUI CO3HAHUE,
CBAJIWJICS B ILTOMOP» U Havyan nafathb. [Ipuien B ce0st Ha BbICOTE TPEX THICAY METPOB U, BBIIA
U3 «UITONIOPa», CyMell ocaguTh MalnHy. Ha Bce BOIIpOCHI, KaKk OH dTO CHelall,
Bpa3yMUTEIBLHOTO OTBETa HE CMOT JaTh Jaxe ceoe.

A mapanror 04eHb He JIFOOHII, TOBOPHJI, YTO 3TO CaMOE CTPAIIIHOE, — IIPBITaTh C MapaItoToM. 3a
BCIO Kapbepy JIETYMKA — TOJIBKO TPH Pa3a U MphIrall, KOT/a yUuics B BeIciieil MIKoe JeTYHKOB.

Ho Bepuemcs B Mcnanuto, B HeOGe Haa koTopoii 3a 11 mecsues ['eopruit Hedenosuu 3axapon
coun 10 camoneros. B anpene 1937-ro emy mpucBOMIN 3BaHHE CTapIIero jJedTeHanTa. U
OTMPABWINA HA IPYroi KOHeI cBeTa — B KuTaii B kauecTBe KOMaHAMpa UCTPEOUTETHHON
aBUarpyIlblL.

Bo Bpems 01HOTO M3 caMbIX CHUJIBHBIX CPaKEHUH C SIMOHIIAMU, KOTJa Ha Ka)KIO0r0 HAIIEeTO
UCTPEOUTENSI MPUXOIUIIOCH 110 TPH MPOTUBHUKA, MTOTHO cocyskuBer 3axapoBa Hukomaii
CMupHOB, BbUIETEBIIHUI B 001 Ha camolieTe 3axapoBa. ITOT CaMOJIET, KaK MallliHa KOMaHAUpa,
HEe uMesia HoMepa, Ho Obuta 0003HavYeHa OonbIMM HyJIEM Ha (ro3ersike. JleTunku e€ Tak u
Ha3bIBAIU — «HYJIEBKa». Tak BOT, Kak MOTOM OKa3aJocCh, IBa 3BE€HA SIMOHCKUX UCTpeOuTemneit
UMEJIH YETKOE 33JJaHue COUTh UMEHHO 3Ty MAIIUHY, — STIOHIIBI OBLUTH TPEKPACHO OCBEAOMIICHBI O
TOM, KTO JieTaeT Ha 3ToM camonete. O cBoell «mobese» OHM J1axe COOOIIMIN B TiedaTu!

A BoT npyro#i ciydail. [Ipu tpancnoptuposke B CCCP U-96, TpodeiiHoro ssmoHCKOro camorneTa,
BO BpeMs TepeniéTa HaJl TOpHBIM XpedToM Ha BbicoTe 4000 METpOB OTKa3asl IBUTATENh, H
caMoJIeT cTaji ObICTPO TEPSTh BHICOTY. MalIMHY TEPSTh HENb35 — CIUIIKOM TSHKENo e
NOOBIBaH. 3HAYUT, HAJI0 cakaTh. A Kyna? CHIKaTbCs B TOpax rycThIX obnakax... Ho camoner
BBIHBIPHYJI U3 00JIAKOB POBHO MEX]y IByMSI TOPaMHU, B MAJIEHHKOM YIIIEIbe ¢ KAMEHHUCTHIM
pyubéM Ha nHe. Tyzaa-To u cran caxarbh MaluHy 3axapoB. OT yJapa MoTepsil CO3HaHUE, a Korjaa



OYHYJICS, YBHJIEI YTO JIeBask pyKa cTajla MATKOW M MoAaTauBoOM. Elie He moHnMast, 94To ¢ HeH,
CUJIBHBIM PBIBKOM IOMBITAJICA BIPABUTh, KAK 3TO JIENAIOT MpHU BhiBUXax. OT 3TOH onepaiuu 4yTh
HE TIOTePsJT CO3HAHWE BTOPO pa3. BriocneacTBun Bpaun 0OBICHUIN €MY, YTO 3TUM PHIBKOM OH
criac pyKy: oHa Obljia IepesioMJIeHa B IByX MECTax, U OH MTOCTABUII €€ B TO €MHCTBEHHOE
MOJIOXKEHUE, TIPU KOTOPOM TT€PEIOMBI BITOCJIEACTBUU CPOCIUCH TaK, YTO pPyKa HE yTpaTuia
MOABIKHOCTH. OISITh «BE3CHUEN?

B kuraiickoit koMaHIMpPOBKE 3aXapoB MPUOABUI K CBOEMY CUETY eIlé 1Ba COUTHIX camorieTa. A
B ntosie 1938 rona Bepnysics B CCCP — u ctan cpa3y noinkoBHUKOM. B 1940 B PKKA
BOCCTaHOBWJIM 3BaHUE reHepan-Mmaiiopa, — 'eopruit HedenoBuu cpa3sy ero momydmi.

Benukyio OTedecTBeHHYIO BOMHY OH BCTPETHUI B KadecTBe koMaHaupa 43 HctpedutensHoii
ABnanmonHoi JluBu3un. OHa W3 HEMHOTHX, €CIu He enquHcTBeHHas, 43 MAJ okaszamach
OpPraHU30BaHHOMN M 00ecocOOHOM UCcTpeOUTENbHON AUBU3UEH Ha BceM 3amaHoM (QpOHTE,
JIOCTOMHO BCTPETUBLIEH Bpara U CpakaBUICICS C HUM Ha PABHBIX.

BoT TOIBKO HECKOIBKO MPUMEPOB (PAHTACTUUECKOTO F'epor3Ma JIETYMKOB 3TOM TUBU3HH,
NpUKpbIBaBIIei! MUHCK U ydyacTBOBaBIIel B 06opone MoruieBa. Hemerkue 60MOapiupoBIIMKU
X0IUJM K MUHCKY TOJIBKO TOJT CUIIbHBIM MPUKPBITUEM: TIPU OOIIeH HeOIaronpusaTHON JUIsl Hac
00CTaHOBKE €KETHEBHBIN UTOT TOOE U MOTEPh B BO3AYLIHBIX 005X CKIIAABIBAJICS B HAIY
none3y. Onun U-16 u3 163-ro nonka pasorsan 15 6oMO0apIupOBIIMKOB U HE JaJl UM IPULIETBHO
cOpocuTh OOMOBI. ITUM HCTpedHTEeM ObUT MIIAAIINKA JeHTeHaHT AxmeToB. Komauaup
ACKAJIPUIIBU U3 3TOTO K€ MOJIKa cTapiinii edteHanT [InoTHrkoB Bo riase mectepku U-16
BCTYIUII B 001 ¢ 26 uctpeOurtenssMu MpoTUBHUKA. Bpar B 3To# cXBaTke MOTepsi1 6 caMOJIETOB, a
HAaIllA [TOTEpPh HE UMEIIH...

3a onuH eHb utoHs 163-it mosik comn 21 Bpakeckuit camoneT. Takoe KOIM4ecTBO G0EBbIX
MalllMH He BCErJa y/1aBajioch cOMBaTh Jjake BCEH AUBHU3HMEN BO BTOPYIO MOJIOBUHY BOWHBI, XOTS U
camoJeTsl OyayT He B ipumep Jsryuiie! Cam 3axapoB B epBbIii JeHb BOMHBI cOMIT 1107 MUHCKOM
JIBa HEMEIIKUX camoJieTa. ToapKo 3a mepBbie moyiropa Mecsia jerunkamu 43 A (Bcero 289
4enoBeK) ObUT0 coBepiieHo 4638 BbUIETOB U cOUTO 167 caMosIeTOB MPOTHBHUKA!

Ho yxe B okts16pe 1941 roga 3axapoBa nepeBoJsT Ha4aIbHUKOM HCTPEOUTEIHHOM IIKOJIBI
JICTYMKOB B YJ1aH-Y 19: TaKOW HEOKUAAHHBIA MMOBOPOT COOBITUI OBLI CBA3aH C HEOOIBIION
CTBIYKOM 3axapoBa ¢ reHepasioM CTaBKH, IPUOBIBIIMM Ha (PPOHT ISl UHCHIEKIIMH.

B anpene 1942-ro — cHOBa nepeBo1: 3aXapoB CTAHOBUTCS HAYAJIbHUKOM TallIKeHTCKOMN IIKOJIbI
CTPEIKOB-00MOApAMPOBIIMKOB. A MEHBIIIE YeM Uepe3 T/l HAKOHEI] BO3BpamaeTcs Ha (ppoHT.
Teneps oH — komauaup 303 UCTPEOUTENTHHON aBHAIIMOHHON AUBU3HH, TOJIHKO YTO
chopmupoBanHO# o ipuka3zy Hapkoma O60opoHsL. B ee coctaBe mOCTOSHHO HAXOAMIOCHh 5-6
HcTtpebutenbHbiX ABHAIMOHHBIX MOJIKA, B TOM YHUCIIE U 3HAMEHUTast dcKaipuiibi « Hopmanausy.

«C 22 (eBpans cero roga mo 15 ceHTAOps cero roja AMBU3HS Mpou3Bena — 7695 ycnentHbix
OOEBBIX BBUIETA. ..B KOTOPBIX cOMTO 234 1 monouTo 34 caMoJIeTOB MPOTUBHHKA.



JleTHbIi1 coCcTaB 3HAYUTETHLHO OKPET, MOBBICUIIACH IUCIUIUIMHA U OCMOTPUTEIBHOCTD B BO3AYXE,
KOJUIEKTHBHAS CIIAsTHHOCTH M B3aMMOTIOMOIIH B 0010, YeMy HEMAJIO Hay4YWJI TMYHO TOB.
3axapos....», — mucaja B Havyasie okTA0psa 1943-ro B 60eBoi XapakTepucTUKe Ha KomaHaupa 303
CMoneHcKol UCTpeOUTENbHON aBUallMOHHON AUBU3MU KoMaHaytoumii 1 Bo3aymiHol apmuei
reHepan-JeiTeHanT aBuauu [ poMoB.

B 1944 rony 3axapoB nosyuui B cBoe pacnopsbkenne AK-3 — camosier, KOTOpbINA OH CUUTAN
JTydieit 60eBoil MalMHOM Toro BpeMeHu. Tor/a e U MOsSBUIOCHh Ha (Io3eisKe KOMaHAUPCKOTO
SK-3 uzo6paxkenue cpstoro ['eoprus [TobenoHoCIa, MPOH3AIOIIETO 3MEI0 ¢ ToI0BOM ['ebbemnbca.

14 anpenst 1945 rona B mpeacrasiennn Ha npucBoenue 3Banus ['epost CoBerckoro Coro3a Mbl
YUTaEM:

«...B 0oto cmern, pemunTeneH U 6e3yIepKHO HATOPUCT, YEM HOCTOSHHO CITYKUT 00pa3LioM
OTBaru M My»>ecTBa JUIsl CBOUX IMOAUYMHEHHBIX. ... YMEJBbIM PYKOBOJACTBOM T'eHepall 3axapoB
CKOJIOTHJI CBOO IMBU3UIO B KPYIIHYIO OO€BYIO €JMHULYY. ... B cocTaBe aAuBHU3MM BCe BpeMs
HAXOJUTCA MOJIK (PPAHILy3CKUX JIeTYHKOB “HopMmaHus”, cpean KOTOPBIX TeHepall 3axapoB
HOJIb3YETCs] HEOTPAHWYEHHBIM YBa)K€HHEM U aBTOPUTETOM. ... ['eHepas 3axapoB ymeIo
NEepEeJacT CBOW OTPOMHBIN 00E€BOM OMBIT MOJIOJOMY JIETHOMY COCTaBY UM ITOCTOSIHHO YYMT UX
HCKYCCTBY BO3AYIIHOTO 005, 32 UTO MOJIb3YETCsl OOJIBLIMM 3aCITy’>KEHHBIM aBTOPUTETOM. ...

3a 00pa31ioBOE BHINOJHEHHE 00EBBIX 3aJaHU KOMaH0BaHUS Ha (pOHTE OOPHOBI C HEMEIKO-
(almmcTcKUMu 3aXBaTYMKaMM U MPOSIBIICHHYIO J00JIECTh, My»)eCTBO U 0TBary B 153 6oeBbIx
BbLIETaX, B KOTOPBIX ObUIO MpoBeAeHO 48 Bo3AyLIHbIX 00€B 1 cOuTo 10 camMoIeTOB MPOTUBHUKA
— reHepaii-maiiop aBuaru 3axapos ['eopruit HedenoBuu BrosHe 3acimyKuBaeT BbICIIEH
IpaBUTEILCTBEHHON Harpaabl 38anus ['epoit Coerckoro Corosay.

Vka3 o BpyueHuu Obl1 nognucan 19 anpens 1945 roga. Beero 3a Bpemst ciyx0s! I'eopruit
Hedenosuu 3axapo Obl1 HarpakJeH: 3a nepuos npedbiBanus B Vicnanuu — Tpems opJieHaMu
Kpacnoro 3namenu; B Benukyto OTeuecTBeHHYIO BOMHY, C IPUCBOCHUEM 3BaHus [ 'epos
Cosetckoro Coro3a, eMy ObUIH BpydeHbl opJieH JIeHnHa U Meaib «30510Tast 3BE3/1a.

Kpome Toro, on Ob11 HarpaxaeH opaeHamu: Anekcanapa Hesckoro, Kyry3osa Il crenenu;
menaimsiMu: «3a Kenurcbepry, «3a bepnuny, «3a nodexy Han I'epmanueii», GppaHiry3ckum
opaeHoM «OUIEepCKUid KpeCT MOYETHOTO JISTHOHA» U «BOCHHBIM KpecTOMY.

Ho u 370 emie He Bce. 3axapoB ObuT TpHKABI HarpaxkaeH opaeHoM «KpacHas 3Be3ga» — B 1945,
1951 u 1955 ronax. Ilomyuun on B 1955 rony n «Opaen Jlennna» — a Bblllie 3TON Harpazabl B
COBETCKHE BpeMeHa Obu10 TobKO 3BaHue ['epost CoBerckoro Coro3a.

3a Bce TpH BOMHBI, B KOTOPBIX €MY JOBEJIOCh y4acTBOBaTh, 3aXapoB cOmi 22 camoiiera
NPOTUBHHKA U HU pa3y He Obu1 cOuT cam. Mimenem ['epos Ha3BaHa ynuma B cene Crapoe
CeMeHKMHO. 3axapoB SBJISIETCS MOUYETHBIM IpakAaHUHOM DpaHIuH.



U nocnie Botinbl ['eopruii Hedenouua 3axapos mpogosnkan cinyxuts B BBC CCCP.

3akanuuBai oH ciyx0y Ha J[anmeHeMm Boctoke. BoT kak 00 5TOM BCITIOMUHAET 3aCTyKCHHBIN
BoeHHbIH éTunk CCCP, renepan-neiirenant apuanuu [1érp Hukonaesuu Macanutun: «norna
CTAaBUJIMCH 33J1a4d Ha COMPOBOXKACHHE 3BeHOM Mul -15p0uc (camoeThI-pa3BeTInKy —
npuM.pen.) camonéra Mn-28 renepana 3axapoBa, KOrza eMy CJI€10Bajlo NEPEIETETh HAa KaKOM-
HUOY b aspoapoM Kypunbsckux octpoBoB. ObecneynB MocaaKy KOMIUBA, 3B€HO BO3BPAILAIOCH
Ha Hai a’pozpoM. CrienyeT yka3aTh, uTo pazsenka 1 BBC CIIA, 6azupoBasiinecs Ha 0.
Xokkaiao (SImonwust), Bceraa BHUMATEIBHO CIICIUIHN 3a TOJIETaMu | repenétamu renepaia [.H.
3axaposa...»

B oxTs10pe 1960roga 3axapoB BBIHYAEHHO yIIEJ B OTCTaBKY, HO IPOIOJIKHI paboTaTh,
HaIuMcaB JIBe KHUTH — «Pacckas3el 0 uctpedurensiax» u «5 — uctpeOurtensy.

N3zBectHO, uto ['eopruii HedenoBuu 3axapoB mpocust 0cOOEHHO MOJIHTHCS 32 JIETYUKOB, HE
BepHyBIuXcs ¢ 3aganuii. Cam ['eopruit Hedenoruu oromren ko ['ocrioay 6 ssaBapst 1996 rona,
HE JI0’KUB JIBYX JIET 710 cBoero 90-yeTus.

Beunas namsats cnaBHomy ['eporo OteuecTsal

llasen Hxosnes

6 masn 2013 200a

Love is Tested By Adversity. Elder Ambrose of Optina
Commemorated June 27/July 10 and October 10/23

At the same time that our foremost [Russian] authors of secular literature—Gogol, Turgenev,
Dostoevsky and others—unsuccessfully strove to create a literary type of the ideal man, the
Orthodox Church has from ages past nurtured, and nurtures still in its heart, not imaginary but
living people who are penetrated with the spirit of truth and unhypocritical, active love for God
and neighbor.

They say that Dostoevsky took his character, Elder Zosima, from Fr. Ambrose. But even if that
be true, it must be said that the image by no means does justice to its prototype, and Dostoevsky
did not completely present Elder Ambrose's fullness and greatness of spirit; he adequately
portrayed neither his determined love for people, nor especially his vibrant love of God.

Only an accurate picture of his life can give us a real image of the Elder, and that only to the
extent that those who knew him preserved memories of him. We will try to portray this image, as
much as we are able, based on fragmented sketches by witnesses of the Elder's inner spiritual
countenance.

The overwhelming feature of his relationship to his neighbor was a deep, compassionate love.


http://www.pravoslavie.ru/archive/130506
http://www.pravoslavie.ru/authors/2915.htm

"To love his neighbor so that he wished him every happiness that God may bless, and to try to
bring him that happiness—that was his life and breath," said one man who knew him personally
"And there was such power in this flood of love that poured onto all who came to Fr. Ambrose
that it could be felt without any words or actions. It was sufficient only to approach Fr. Ambrose
in order to feel the strength of his love; and in response to this love one's heart opened up, and a
complete true and utter kinship was born.

"In a world of general coldness and indifference, people are often completely averse to seeing
others or even to being aware of their own existence, and many find it hard to live. They need a
man to whom they can bring everything that troubles their souls, to whom they can disclose all
their thoughts, hopes, and every secret, without holding back in the least, so that their lot might
be easier and happier. In order to maintain that trust, there must not be the least surprise
perceptible in the sensitive answer to the sufferer's questions. This sympathy, one of the hardest
things to find in life, must shine in every sound, every movement. One craves a compassionate
look, an affectionate word; and the awareness that someone loves him and believes in him. One
needs that which is the rarest and greatest treasure in the world—an attentive heart. Such a heart
beat in the breast of Fr. Ambrose.

"The love that animated Fr. Ambrose was of the kind that Christ commanded his disciples to
have. It differs greatly from the feeling that the world knows as love. It is no less poetic, but it is
broader, purer and knows no bounds. Its main difference is that it gives everything and asks
nothing in return."”

"The love that Fr. Ambrose had flowed inextricably with his faith. He firmly and unwaveringly
believed in man and in his divine soul. He knew that even in the greatest perversion of a man
there lies a spark of divine good, and Fr. Ambrose honored that spark. No matter how sullied was
the man with whom the Elder spoke, his skillful counsels made the sinner aware that the holy
Elder looked at him as an equal, and therefore he had not utterly perished and could be reborn.
He gave even the most fallen people hope, encouragement and faith that they could walk on the
right path."

To sum up Fr. Ambrose's great effectiveness with people, it could be said simply that he had
compassion for them.

Just the same, this all-encompassing Christian love that Fr. Ambrose possessed, his sympathy
and compassion for people, though rooted in his spiritual nature, was strengthened and enlarged
in him under the influence of his ascetic life. Christian love, as a gift of God's grace, is
unceasingly and deeply linked with Christian faith and heartfelt prayer; but faith and prayer can
perhaps only be obtained by true humility, which is fostered in a man by unceasing inner
struggle, self-abasement, sorrows and all manner of trials. All the saints walked this long path,
which is clearly indicated to us by the Church and her great ascetical fathers. Fr. Ambrose also
travelled this path under the guidance of his spiritual instructors before he reached full spiritual
maturity. He passed through the spiritual dangers and temptations spoken of by Fr. Macarius in
one of his letters: "Respected A. came to the Monastery with an entirely good disposition and the
desire to “seek Jesus,” that is, to acquire His love. This is very good and noble, but it needs to
have a firm foundation; for love is tested by adversity.



"Because of her fervency and purity of soul, she will soon experience consoling and pleasing
feelings. This will give her hope in acquiring Jesus and His love. But these feelings are very
dangerous and close to prelest,[1] for without her having first warred with the passions, without
coming to know her weaknesses and humbling herself, they are not reliable or consoling
feelings. Let them come when they do, but she must not accept them or be deceived by them, but
rather consider herself unworthy. St. Isaac the Syrian writes in his second homily: “The activity
of taking up the cross is twofold, in conformity with the duality of our nature, which is divided
into two parts. The first is patient endurance of the tribulations of the flesh, which is
accomplished by the activity of the soul's incensive part and this is called righteous activity. The
second is to be found in the subtle workings of the intellect, in steady divine rumination, in
unfailing constancy of prayer, and in other such practices.

Every man who, before training completely in the first part, proceeds to that second activity,
though it be not out of sloth but out of passionate longing for its sweetness, will have God's
wrath come upon him, because he did not first mortify his members which are upon the earth;
that is, he did not heal the infirmity of his thoughts by patient endurance of the labor which
belongs to the shame of the cross. For he dared to imagine in his mind the cross's glory,”[2] (that
is, consolations), which are given only after the soul is cleansed from the passions, and humility
is settled in the heart; then it will not be dangerous. Therefore we propose that you take care to
caution her should she begin to have feelings of delight, that she should not rely on them and not
consider them to be anything great; they will soon leave her. If on the other hand she is deceived
by them and accepts them out of time, she will soon be deprived; and when it is time she will not
receive them, like a careless and foolish husbandman who, when he sees a blossom growing
plucks it as though it were fruit—he will never have any fruit. Many have suffered along this
path and have gone astray. Instead of humility they had a high opinion of themselves, seeking
exultation. In the words of the same St. Isaac: “The prayer of one who does not consider himself
sinful is not well-pleasing to God.” Remind her that divine love is tested by adversity: various
passions will rise up and she must struggle with them, and for him who possesses humble
wisdom even the struggle can be uplifting. But against him who has a high opinion of himself
and relies on his consoling feelings, a greater warfare is allowed, so that he would be humbled by
an awareness of his weakness.

Defeat is unbearable to such people and makes them fainthearted—and that is a sign of their
pride. One must beware of prelest, which is multiform. Either by deceiving her with false
sanctity it will blind the eyes of her soul, or, if after a burst of joyful and consoling movements
she is deprived of them, she will fall into various kinds of passions. But if you work with her
gradually and steadily lead her, working meticulously, then something good can come of her in
time. Tell her to read the more active patristic teachings: Abba Dorotheos, St. John of the
Ladder, and St. Symeon the New Theologian; and have her reveal all of her words, deeds,
thoughts and actions to you. For what is revealed is light, and what is not revealed is darkness."

Having passed along this sorrowful way of the cross under the guidance of experienced elders,
Fr. Ambrose acquired true humility, true faith, prayer, purity of heart and love, that is, the totality
of those gospel perfections, thanks to which he became a good pastor, instructor, guide, helper
and consoler to all who wandered in the darkness of the passions, still tempest-tossed by sinful
temptations and lusts.


http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/62696.htm#_edn2
http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/62696.htm#_edn1

In the 1860's, Fr. Ambrose had a remarkable dream that revealed to him the inevitability of this
sorrowful way of salvation. "It seemed to me," the Elder related later to his spiritual children, Fr.
Clement and Fr. Anatole, "that I was in my cell. Suddenly a man came to me who appeared to be
in authority and ordered me to follow him. I came out of my cell. I saw there a dark, stormy
night. It was as if a sea or large lake swirled before me. By the shore was a boat with oars, but it
was impossible to see the oars clearly in the darkness. At the behest of my guide I sat in the boat,
and it rocked away from the shore. The angry waves began to toss the boat to-and-fro like a
feather. I was in great terror of my life. But there in the distance, in the yawning abyss, out of the
impenetrable darkness an extraordinary light appeared to me; and I saw a kind of city of such
wondrous beauty as I had never seen in all my life. All my attention was riveted on it. The sea,
the waves, the storm—all this was forgotten, and I was in a sort of sweet rapture until the boat
rocked up to the shore. The thud of its side against the ground recalled me from my reverie.
Stepping out after my guide onto the shore, I went into a house at his behest, where there were
two men whom I knew. One, after having received a blessing from me, called himself Vsevolod,
a Czech prince, while the other seemed to me to be the Russian prince Boris Vladimirovich [St.
Boris]; then I quickly woke up."

In this dream of the Elder's there is a deep and consoling meaning for every ascetic who conducts
inner warfare. The ascetic should always remember that trials are followed by reward. Without

trials there in fact cannot be a reward.

Fr. Sergius Chetverikov
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	Friday 20 September
	5.30 pm: Vigil for the Nativity of the Most Holy Mother of God / Всенощное бдение праздника Рождества Пресвятой Богородицы
	Saturday 21 September: Nativity of the Most Holy Mother of God / Рождество Пресвятой Богородицы
	10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Часы и Божественная литургия.
	Saturday 21 September
	5.30 pm: Vigil / Всенощное бдение
	Sunday 22 September
	10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Часы и Божественная литургия
	Thursday 26 September
	5.30 pm: Vigil for the Exaltation of the Life-Giving Cross / Всенощное бдение праздника Воздвижения Животворящего Креста Господня
	Friday 27 September: Exaltation of the Life-Giving Cross / Воздвижение Животворящего Креста Господня
	10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Часы и Божественная литургия

	Saturday 28 September
	Sunday 29 September
	10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Часы и Божественная литургия
	Wedding in July
	12 July: Viktor Evstigneev and Elena Kronere

	Love is Tested By Adversity. Elder Ambrose of Optina
	Commemorated June 27/July 10 and October 10/23


