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Pacnucanue oorocavskennii / Services in October

Saturday S October
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnrnoe 61eHne

Sunday 6 October
10.00 am: Hours and Liturgy / Yacel u bosxecTBeHHas TUTYprus

Saturday 12 October
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenonrnoe 6enne

Sunday 13 October
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Hacsl u boxxecTBeHHast TUTYprus

Saturday 19 October
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnrnoe 61enne

Sunday 20 October
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Hacsl u boxxecTBeHHast TUTYprus


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rE2T2sYTy8s
mailto:frandrew_anglorus@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.orthodoxengland.org.uk/zchurchnews.htm

Saturday 26 October
5.30 pm: Vigil / BcenourHoe 61eHme

Sunday 27 October
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u boxkxecTBeHHast IUTYyprust

Church News

Baptism
21 September: Artemy Liubiiev
Syria

As the only local Orthodox church with a Syrian Orthodox family (Lia and children; her
father is a doctor in Damascus), we are thinking particularly about the Syrian Orthodox at this
terrible time. Archbishop Mark has asked for all our churches to remember the suffering
Orthodox in Syria in the litany after the Gospel in these words:

Again we pray for the suffering Syrian Orthodox people, for the salvation and preservation of
their holy places and the lives of our brethren in Syria and the whole Middle East.

Vera Kurganskaya

Vera had a bone marrow transplant (mepecaaka koctstHoro mo3ra) in London on 13 August
and is now recovering. Please keep her in your prayers.

Visits

On 21 July Fr Elias Jones and Matushka Barbara kindly came to visit us from Norfolk. On 18
and 25 August and 1 September we had the pleasure of seeing again Fr Grigore Mereacre
from near Chisinau in Moldova, who was also with us on Easter Night.

Birth

On Saturday 31 August Tanya Nikolova from Bulgaria gave birth to Christiana. Our warmest
congratulations to her and Emil!

New Car Park

As you will have seen, the new car park opposite the Church on Lisle Road is not ready. The
builders apologise, as they have broken their promise again. However, they assure us that it
will be handed over to us on 6 December.

IHaBea Jlanmwk: «$ — npaBocJaBHbIH. JTUM BCe CKA3aHO»

®dopeapna «/lerpoiitay IlaBen Jlamrok cran oGnamareneM npemuun «XapiaamoB Tpodwny,
KOTOpyto Tazera «COBETCKUU CIIOPT» €XEroAHO BPYYaeT JIydIllIEeMy POCCHUICKOMY HIPOKY
HannonanbHOM XOKKEIHOM JIUTH.



ITaBen Jlamrok

Ha nepemonuun eMy 3amaim, B 4aCTHOCTH, Takoi Bonpoc: «Ha omuvmuiickuii co6op B Coun
MpHUEIET MHOTO MHOCTPAHHBIX KypHAIUCTOB. OHU HAYHYT 33J]aBaTh BaM T€ € BOMPOCHI, UTO
WcunbaeBoii — o mpunsatoM 3akoHe B Poccuu. Bam maptaep mo «/letpoiity» Xenpukx
3errepOepr yxe BRICTYNWIL. UTO BBl 00 ATOM AymMaeTe?»

«39T10 ero MHeHHE. Most TTO3UIUS — 51 IPABOCIABHBIN. DTHUM BCE CKa3aHO», — OTBETHII
ITaBen Jlaitok.

[Tosunuro Pycckoit [IpaBocnaBHoi LlepkBu He Tak gaBHO siCHO BbIcKasain Ilatpuapx Kupun.

«B mocnenHee BpeMsi Mbl CTAJIKUBAEMCS C OTPOMHBIMHU HCKYIIEHUSIMH, KOTZla B Pse
CTpaH BHIOOp B IMOJIB3Y TpeXa YTBEPKIACTCS M OMPAaBIbIBACTCS 3aKOHOM, a Te, KTO,
HocTynasi o COBECTH, OOPIOTCS C TaKUMHU HaBSI3aHHBIMM MEHBIIIMHCTBOM 3aKOHAMH,
MOJIBEPTalOTCsl PEIpPEecCUsiM. ITO OYEHb OMACHBIA AaOKATUNTUYECKUNA CUMIITOM, U MBI
JOJKHBI IefIaTh BCE JUJISl TOro, 4ToObI Ha mpocTpaHcTBax Cstoi Pycu rpex Hukoraa
HE YTBEPXKIAICA 3aKOHOM TIOCYJIapCTBa, MOTOMY 4YTO 3TO O3HAYAET, YTO HapOJ

BCTYMMA€T HA MyTh CAMOYHUYTOXEHHUs», — cKa3zal CBATEUIIMA B CBOEM CIIOBE Ha
npazaauk Kazanckoii nkonsl boxxkueit Marepu B Kaszanckom cobope Ha Kpachoii
IUIOIIA TN

MC)KI[y TEM O HCO6XO,[[I/IMOCTI/I JIaBiieHus Ha Poccuio B CBs3U C MMPUHATUCM 3daKOHA O 3alpCTeC

[pOIaraHabl TOMOCEKCYallu3Ma CPEIU JeTeH TOBOPSAT B OMPEACICHHBIX Kpyrax Kak 3a
TpaHUIIeH, TaK U y HaC B CTPaHe.

«Bompoc He B TOM, crocobeH nu OoiikoT OnMMMUAABl W3MEHHUTH OOIIECTBEHHOE
MHEHHE; BONPOC B TOM, CHOCOOEH Ju OoiikoT OnuMINuaabl MOBIUATh HA MOJUTHKY
poccuickol BiacTu. 1 oTBeT mosmydaercs Toraa COBCEM JIPYroi, a UMEHHO: €CJIM 4YTO-
TO M CIOCOOHO TOBIMATH HA MOJUTHKY POCCHMCKOM BIAacTH, TO 3TO OOHKOT
Onumnuaael», — MUIIET Ha cBOeH cTpanuie B (elicOyke Mamma ['ecceH — 9KC-TI1aBHBIH
penaktop «Bokpyr cBeta» u pamuo «CBoOoja», SBIAIOLIAsCS OJHUM M3 PYINOPOB
00pbOBI «3a MpaBa CEKC-MEHBIINCTBY U TUOEpaIbHbIE IIEHHOCTH U, MSTKO TOBOPS, HH
OT KOT'0 HE CKpBIBAIOIAsi CBOEH OpUEHTALINU.

Brpouem, Hukakoro Ooiikora He Oyaer. 3amecTuTeNlb NpeAcenareist IMpPaBUTENIbCTBA
Poccuiickoit ®enepanuu Imutpuii Kozak ornpasuin B8 MOK nmucsMo ¢ KOMMEHTapUsIMH, YTO
BCE MHOCTpaHLBI BO BpeMsi Onumnuaasl B Coun OyAyT NPUHATHI pajylIHO, HE3aBUCUMO OT
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WX CeKcyallbHOM opueHTanmu. "Poccuiickas dDepepaius rapaHTUPYET HMCIOJHEHUE BCEX
cBoux obOs3atenbeTB nepe MOK", — roBoputcs B nucbMe Kosaka, o1Hako JeHCTBUE 3aKOHA
O TMpolaraHjie TOMOCEKCyajJu3Ma CpeIu HECOBEPIICHHOJIETHUX OylIeT paclpoTpaHsSThCA,
pasymeercs, U Ha CIIOPTCMEHOB.

23 asrycra mpesuaeHT MOK JKak Porre, KoMMeHTHpYyS >KypHaJIUCTaM BBICKA3aHHbBIC
OMaceHusi OTHOCUTEIbHO BO3MOKHOW TUCKPUMHHAIIMKM YYAaCTHUKOB MPEACTOSLIUX 3UMHHX
Urp B Coun, 3asBUi1, 4T0 MexayHApPOIHBIA OJIMMIUACKUNA KOMHUTET YJIOBJIETBOPEH TEM, UYTO
Poccust cornacua cobmonats OTUMIUNACKYIO XapTHIO.

HecMmotpst Ha 3T0, pa3roBopsl O TOM, UYTO T€ WM MHBII CIOPTCMEHBI OyAyT — WM JIOJIKHBI
IPOJAEMOHCTPUPOBaTh BO BpeMs OiuMmiuaabl CBOH INPOTECT NPOTHB «AHTHUHUIEHCKOIo»
3aKOHa, He yTuXaroT. JInbepanbHble KOMMEHTATOpPbl HA IIOJHOM CEPbE3€ HA3bIBAIOT 3aKOH
(amucTckuM, CpaBHMBAs OIpaHUYEHMs, HAJOXKCHHbIE Ha MpPOMAaraHjxy IOMOCEKCYyaau3Ma
cpenu JeTel, ¢ TeM, UTOo MpeTepIeNny eBpeu B paiucTckoil I'epmanuu.

CnoprcmenaMm, BeicTynaromiuM B Couu, MpeuiaraloT KpacuTh HOITH B I[BE€TA panyru,
BBIXOJIUT C COOTBETCTBYIONIMMH (iaraMu U ToMmy mojo0Hoe. IIIBenckoMy OJMMITUHACKOMY
KOMHUTETY MPUIUIOCH J1aXe 3alpeTUTh CBOMM CIIOPTCMEHAaM Ha copeBHOBaHMsIX B Coun
KpacUTh HOI'TH B PaJy’KHBIE 1[BETA I10CJIE TOT0, KaK 3TO CIEIAIM HECKOJIBKO CIIOPTCMEHOK Ha
HEJJaBHEM YEMITMOHATE MUpa M0 JETKOH aTieTuke, npoueamemM B Mockse.

Ilo cuacTpio, OTHOLIEHHE MPOCTHIX JIIOJACH K 3ToMy Oe3ymuio u B EBpome u B Amepuke
COBCEM Jpyroe.

«CkaxuTe, a B KakOil IIBET HYXHO TIOKPAacCHTh HOITH, UYTOOBI BBIPA3UTh CBOIO
noanep Ky Poccun?» — mumryT B KOMMEHTapHsX K HOBOCTSAM BOKPYr OJMMITHAbI B
Coun. «Peub uner He o uBere naka. He mypaubre moneit. I'em XOTAT MCMOIB30BATH
Onumnuazny, 4ToObI TponaraHanpoBaTh romocekcyanusm. Poccust roBoput HET. Bee
oueHb npocto. Urpaiite B 3ty urpy B CLA, rae moaaM cKopo pa3peliar BCTynaTh B
CeKCyaJbHbIE OTHOIICHHUS ¢ WX cobakamu. Hy moTromy, 4To €CTh JIOJH, Y KOTOPBIX
takas opueHTtauus. [IpaBa yenoseka!»

Hy u BoT 310, camoe npekpacHoe: «bor aa 6narocnoBut Poccuioy.

26 asevema 2013 200a

Caoso Ilarpuapxa

Ceamuna 9-a no Ilaruaecaruunne

Caareimmii [larpuapx MockoBckuii 1 Beest Pycu Kupuiin

«Camoe rjiapHoe, MOM J10porue, 3T0 Be/lb He CTeHbl — 3TO KUBbIe JI0AU. CaMbIM
BeJIMKHM YKpallleHHeM XpaMma siBJIsIeTCsl He POCIIMCh M He KPaCHBbI HKOHOCTAC, a
JIIO/IN, KOTOPbIE ero HAloJHSI0T».

«Pesurus — yaeJ CWIbHBIX JIOAE»

«HOTIA CTOPOHHUM JIIOASIM KaXETCsl, 4YTO penurus — ynaen ciabeix. Hac yuwim B
0e300KHOe BpeMsi, YTO YEJOBEKY CUILHOMY HUKOTO HE HY)KHO, YTO OH CaM BCE CIENaeT B
JKU3HH, CaM MPOJIOKHUT IyTH JUIsI CBOEro OJaromnoixydus; a BOT ciaabbiM JitoasiMm — uM bor
HY>KEH, UM HY>KHO Ha KOTO-TO OMHPAThCS, MOTOMY YTO HAa CaMUX ceOs OmepeThCs OHU He
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moryT. ['myOouaiimiee 3abmysxaeHue. Penurus — 1eno0 CHIBHBIX JFOJeH, XOTs Obl IOTOMY,
YTO PENUTHO3HBII BBIOOp TpeOyeT HEOOBIYHOTO OTHOIIEHHSI K caMoMy cebe, HeoOBIYHOM
MPOHUIIATENIFHOCTH U CIIOCOOHOCTH pPa300paTbCs BO BHYTPEHHUX MEPHUMETHUAX CBOEH
JTYXOBHOM KM3HH. XOTsI OBl TMOTOMY, YTO ATOT BHIOOp TpeOyeT WATH TNPOTUB MHEHUS
OOJIBIIMHCTBA JIO/ICH, KOTOPBIE, MOKET OBITh, (JOPMATBHO CBA3BIBAIOT ce0sl C BEpOM, HO HE
KUBYT o Bepe. U, 4to camoe riaBHOe, Bepa TpeOyeT OT HAC IMOCTOSIHHOW BHYTpEHHEH
paboThl, TON caMOii TBEPIOCTH B MMPU3BAHUU U YIIOBAHUIY.

U3 nponosedu 6 npazonux Ilpeobpasicenus I ocnoous
6 Conoseyxom moHacmulpe
19 ageycma 2013 2.

«I'1aBHOE B XpamMe — JI1rioan»

«Camoe ri1aBHOE, MOU JIOPOTHE, ITO Bellb HE CTEHbl — ATO JKUBBIE 10 U. CaMbIM BEIMKUM
YKpallleHUEM XpaMa SIBJISIETCS HE POCIUCH U HE KPacHBBIM MKOHOCTAC, a JIFOAH, KOTOPHIE €ro
HAIOJIHAIOTY.

«Hama ocHoBHasi 3aja4a B TOM, YTOOBI COBPEMEHHBIM dYeloBeK, kuBymmii B XXI Beke,
UMEIOIINIA COOTBETCTBYIOIEE 00pa3oBaHUE, HEPEIKO BHICOKUN YPOBEHB JKM3HHU, UyBCTBOBAII
NOTPeOHOCTH B TyXOBHOM HU3HH, B YKPEIUIEHHH ce0sl TyXOBHOM CHIION.

Hawm nHOTIAa TOBOPSAT, YTO PEIHUTHSI — 3TO /IO MPOLUIOTO. A s TIIyOOKO yOeXK/IeH B TOM, YTO
penurus — 3To Jieso OyayIlero, Tak k€ Kak M HacTOSIIEro, MOTOMY YTO IO Mepe TOro, Kak
BO3pacTaeT 0JIar0OCOCTOSIHUE JIIOAEH, Bce OOJIbIIEe BO3HUKACT PHCKOB IS )KU3HH YenoBeka. 1
MBI 3HaeM Ha IpUMepe MHOTUX OOraTbIX CTpaH, YTO NPOUCXOAUT C JUYHOCTBIO, C
00IIECTBOM, C HPABCTBEHHOCTBIO, €CIIM MAaTEPHAIBHBI POCT HE CONPOBOXKAACTCS POCTOM
JYXOBHBIM. B KakoM-TO CMbICIE pa3BUTHE yXOBHOH >KH3HU — 3TO HEMPEMEHHOE yCJIOBUE
BBDKUBAHHS MTPOIBETAIOICH YEIIOBEUSCKOW ITUBHITN3AIIUI.

U3 cnosa 6 Bosnecenckom kagedpanvrom cobope 2. Hosocubupcka
23 aseycma 2013 .

«IloaTMHHOE COTPYAHUYECTBO HEBO3MOKHO 0€3 TyXOBHBIX OCHOBAHMID»

«B YCIIOBUAX HCCBO6OI[BI, B YCJIOBUAX HABA3ZBIBAHHUA PA3JIMYHOTO POAA JIOKHBIX (I)HHOCO(bHﬁ,
CTaHAApPTOB XWU3HU, B YCIOBHUAX, KOIAa OYCHb MHOTHC JIIOJU TCPAIOT BCAKOC pa3IM4yuC B
IIOHUMaHHNHN I[o6pa " 3Jia, IpaBAbl U JDKHU, OYCHb BAXKHO, 4TOOBI B CTpaHC COXpaHsAIaCh
BO3MOXHOCTD XHUTb 110 TEM IMPUHIMUIIAM, B KOTOPBIX IEPCAAOTCA U3 ITOKOJICHHUA B IIOKOJICHUC
AYXOBHBIC [ICHHOCTH, 06’LC,Z[I/IH5IIOH_II/IG Halt Hapoa 1 (bOpMI/IpyIOH_[I/Ie OOJIMK YCJIOBEKAY.

«B 11epkoBHOM 00MX0/i€ €CTh TaKOE MOHATUE “TPYyAHUK . TPyJTHUK — 3TO YEJIOBEK, KOTOPBIN
TpynuTcs paau bora u paau OamKHUX. DTO HE TPOCTO TPYASIIMICS YeTOBEK. Tpyasmuics
MOXET TPYIOUTbCS M HCKIIOYUTEIHHO BO HMMS CBOEH COOCTBEHHOW BBITOMBI, a TPYIHHK
nocssauaer ceds bory n moasam. Y 3amedaTenbHO, YTO CIIOBO «COTPYAHUK» NPOUCTEKAET OT
CloBa «TpyAHUK». IloToMy YTO MOAJMHHOE COTPYAHUYECTBO, IMOAJIMHHAS COJIUAAPHOCTH
Jqrofiell B TpyZle HEBO3MOXKHA, OISATh-TAKW, 0€3 JyXOBHBIX M HPABCTBEHHBIX OCHOBAHMU.
Huxakoii NMCIMIUIMHOM M HHMKAaKOM 3apIulaTOd HE CcJlelacilb M3 YeJIOBEKa JICHWBOTIO,
JyKaBOT0, KOBapHOT'0, HECIIOCOOHOTO K B3aMMOJEHCTBHIO — COTpPYAHUKA. [[1s TOoro, 4To0s!
MBI BCE MOIJIM COTPYJHHWYaTh, Mbl JOJDKHBI BCErJa BUAETH HE MPOCTO MAaTEpUANIbHYIO, HO
BBICOKYIO 3HAYMMYIO 1IeJIb T€X TPYAO0B, KOTOPBIE Mbl COBEPILIAEM).

U3 crnosa npu nocewernuu
Hosocubupckozo asuauuonnozo 3asooa um. B.11. Yxkanosa
23 aseycma 2013 .

«IllepxoBb HMKOI/1A He OY/AeT MOKOJIedTIeHA»
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«CeropHsIIHEee OCBSIICHUE XpaMa B YECTh CBSITOTO PaBHOANOCTOJIBHOTO KHs3 Bramummpa
— 3TO HEKHUH CHMBOJ TOTO, YTO JKUBET Bepa IpasociaBHas 1025 ymer B Hamem Hapozge. 1
CETOJHS JKMBET, HECMOTPS Ha Pa3IMYHOTO Poja MCKyHIeHus W Hamajgku. OHa OyJer >KUTh
Bcerga. Xopomo Obi1o OB, YTOOBI 3TO MOHSUIM T€, KTO JYMArOT, YTO CBOMMH HEJCIIBIMHU
perukamu B VIHTepHeTe, CBOMMH 3JI00HBIMU CTaThIMH OHHM MOTYT Pa3pyIIUTh WM JTaKe
IIOK0JIC0aTh TO, UTO OBLIO CO34aHO0 He uelloBekoM, Ho CamuM borom.

[lepkoBb HHMKOT/IAa He OyIeT MOKoyeOleHa, HE MOTOMY 4YTO €€ BO3IJIABIISIIOT KakKue-TO
0COOCHHO MYJIPBIC JIFOJIU, HE TIOTOMY YTO OHA OOBEIUHSET CHIIBHBIX H MOTYIIECTBEHHBIX, HO
UMEHHO MTOTOMY, YTO OHA OOBEAUHSIET U CUJIBHBIX, U CIIA0BIX, U MYAPbIX, U COBCEM IPOCTHIX.
Ona He sBisier coboif 00pa3 dYenmoBedecKkoW cuibl, HO, co3manHas Camum [ocmogoM u
CnacureneM, oHa siBisieT Ero boxecTBennyto cuimy u Ero cuioit siBisieTcst HEIOKOIeOnMOoi».

«Y Hac ecTb, 3a yTo Onarogaputh bora — u 3a OTeuecTBO Halle, KOTOpPOE MPOLUIO Yepe3
TaKWe CTpPalIHble UCTOPUUECKUE MCIBITAHUS U SIBIISIET CErOHs MpPUMEpP CTPaHbl CBOOOIHOM,
I/ KKl YEJOBEK MOXKET 3aHMMATbCsl TEM, YEM OH XOYET 3aHUMAaThCsl, MCIIOBEIOBATH
Bepy WK ObITh HEBEPYIOIMM, pa3BUBaTh KyJIbTYypy, MCKyccTBO, oOpa3zoBanue. [lait bor,
4yroObl TOJNBKO 93Ta Hama cBoOoja Obula Temepb MOJJEpKAaHA HEOOXOIUMBIMU
SKOHOMHMYECKUMH YCIOBUSMHU M OOJbILIEH CIpaBeJIMBOCTbIO B HalieM obmiectse. M Torma
MBI eriie Oosee Oynem Onarogaputh bora 3a Muiiocts, koTopyto OH K HaM MIPUKIIOHAETY.

U3 croea no okonyanuu aumypauu
6 Tpouue-Braoumupckom cobope 2. Hosocubupcka
24 aseycma 2013 e.

«Hwu oxHa crpana B EBporne He uMesia TAKHX 1eMOKPATHYECKUX MEXAHU3MOB, KaKue
nmesa Poccus»

«HI/IKTO, HU OJHa CTpaHa B EBpone HE HMCJIa TaKHMX MEXAaHHU3MOB — €CJIN XOTHUTC
UCIIOJIb30BaTh TEPMHUH “‘I€MOKpaTHs’, MOXKaIyHCTa — JIEMOKPAaTHUECKUX MEXaHHU3MOB,
Kakue umena Poccust B cpeiHue Beka, KOHEYHO, C TIOMPABKOW Ha KyJIbTYypPY, HA MEHTAJIUTET
aroziei, Ha oObruau U npoyee. Ho B camble cy1bOOHOCHBIE M CIIOKHBIE MOMEHTBI COOMpAICs
Cobop, 3a1a4a KOTOPOro 3aKJtoYaiach B TOM, YTOObI IPUHATh PELIEHUS IOBEPX pa3IeIeHUN.
W ynaBanock 3T0 clienathy.

«Korna B 1993 To rogy B3npiomiocs Haiie OTeuecTBO, Hapoa M OOIIECTBO MOTPY3UIUCH B
HeKkui xaoc, Bo3HuKIa uaes Cobopa. He Oyay roBoputs BaM 0 TpyJHOH HCTOPHUH, KOTOPYIO
MBI MPOKUIIN, IOTOMY 4YTO cpa3y ke Ha CoOop cTanu HaBeIIMBATh CaMblE€ YTO HU HA €CTh
HETPUIJIIIHBIE APIbIKU. HO MOTOM NOCTENEeHHO MepecTany 3TO JellaTh; TOJIbKO, MOKET OBITh,
B KaKHX-TO CaMbIX OTOJITENIBIX M3JIaHHSIX JIO CUX TIOP BBl MOKETE BCTPETUTH HEOOBEKTHBHYIO
olieHKy nestensHocTH Cobopa. Ceronns Bee Gosnblie U Ooblie Mpu3HaHus Toro, 4ro Cobop
SBIISICTCS YHUKAIBHON TIATGOPMOIT st OOIIEHAITMOHAIBHOM JTUCKYCCHID.

«Ha cerogust BcemupHbIil pycckuii HApOIHBIA CO00p — 3TO caMblidi Y)PEKTUBHBINA, cCaMbIi
3HAYUTENbHBIM MHCTPYMEHT TpakgaHckoro odbmectBa B Poccun. W pmait bor, uroOsl B
peruoHax co3JaBajich OTJEJEHHUS, YTOOBI 3TU OTAEIEHHS [TOMOTalld, B TOM YHUCIIEe U BJIACTH,
pa3BUBaATh JUAJIOT C HAPOJIOM, C OOILIECTBOM.

st Bnactet oueHb BakeH CoOoOp, MOTOMY YTO 3TO MECTO JOOpPOXKENIaTeIbHOTO Uajiora C
BJIACTHIO. JTO BEb HE OMMO3UIIMOHHOE coOpanue. ['/1e emie MOXKHO YCIbIIIaTh UAEH, MBICIU
U, MOXET 6I)ITI), IIOACIIUTHCA COOCTBEHHBIMHU MBICIIMU U HACAMU C NIPCACTABUTCIIAMUA 3JINTHI,
B TOM YHCJIC UWHTEIJIEKTyallbHOM # KyJabTypHOU osmut. Cobop mpeanaraer Takue
BO3MOXHOCTHN»
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U3 cnosa Ha ecmpeye ¢ y4acmHuKamu V4peoumenabHo20 coopanus
Hoeocubupckozo omoenenus BPHC
24 aseycma 2013 a.

«IloaBur — AYXOBHOC IMOHATHE»

«IlomBur — 3TO Beab MOHATHE AYXOBHOE, HPAaBCTBEHHOE. Ero HEBO3MOXXHO ONPEIECIUTHh
MaTeMaTHYeCKUMH (OpMyJIaMH, €ro HEBO3MOXHO pallMOHaIbHO copmynupoBaTs. [loasur
— 93TO TO, YTO BBIPACTAE€T W3 BHYTPEHHEIO COCTOAHHUSA uenoBeka. Jlyig Toro, 4ToOBI
COBEpILATH MOJIBUTH, HYKHO OBITh JYXOBHO CHJIBHBIMH JIFOJIbMH.

Mpl nobeunu B BOWHY, B CTpaliHyio Bennkyto OTedecTBEHHYIO BOWHY, HE TIOTOMY YTO MBI
ObUIN CHJIbHEE Bpara — IOTOMY 4TO MbI J[yXOBHO OKa3aJIMCh CHJIbHEE. MBI IIUIM Ha PUCK U Ha
HOJIBUTH, HE AyMas O )KU3HU. DTOM CUIIONW MBI U MOOEIMIIN. A TIOTOM YK€ MPUCOETUHWINCH U
TEXHHKA, U ONBIT. [, Kak U3BECTHO, MBI Pa3rpOMIIIA CaMOTr'0 CTPAILHOTO Bpara, Kakoil TOJIBKO
OBLIT B UCTOPUH...

D710 cuia ayxa, 0e3 KOTOpOoil He MOXKET KUTh Hapoy. Jla u TMYHOCTh O3 Hee KUTh HE MOXKET
— cna0blil YeIoBeK BeAb BCerja HyxaaeTcs B moMoid. Ho KoMy-To HY»KHO MATH BIEpPEIH,
JOJKHBI OBITH JIFOAM-JIEIOKOJIbI, KOTOpbIE MPOKJIAAbIBAIOT IMyTh JIPYTHMM. DBBITH Takum
JICAOKOJIOM M 03HA4acT 6]:ITI> AYXOBHO CUJIbHBIM YCJIOBCKOM»

U3 cnosa na uepemonuy 3axkiaoky YacosHu ce. emu. Bapsapul
Ha veoabHoM paspesze «bepézosckuily
24 aseycma 2013 e.

MaTpuapx Kupunn: «Korga mMmbl oTpeKkaeMmca oT
bora, Mbl nonagaeM Noa BAacCTb CUJ, KOTOpPbIe

c borom GopiloTca»

B nocnennuit nens cBoero npedsiBanus B IletepOypre Ilpeacrosrens PIIL coBeprimn uuH
BEJIMKOI'O OCBSIIEHHUs] BOCCTAaHOBJIIEHHOro xpama YcrneHus lIpecsaroit boropoauis
1101BOpbsi ONTUHOM IyCTHIHMU. ..

C 11 mo 15 cents6pst 2013 roma mpoxoau
NEepBOCBATUTENbCKUM  Bu3UT  [larpmapxa
Kupunna B npenensr Cankr-IleTepOyprekoii
mutpononauu. Ceareimuii Bnaapika npunsn
y4JacTusi B TopkecTBax mo ciydaro 300-
JIeTHs Anexcanapo-Hesckoii JIaBPBI,
OCBATUI XpaMbl: DeogOpPOBCKOM  HKOHBI
boxueit Marepu, Bo3aBurHyThli k 300-
netHemy rooOwirero  Jloma  PomaHOBBIX;
Cumeona boronpuuMiia U AHHa IPOPOUMIIBI
Ha MoxoBoii. B mocimemnuii IeHb CBOETO
npe6siBanus Ilpeacrosrens PIIL coBeprmn
YUH BEJIMKOTO OCBAIIEHHS BOCCTAaHOBJIEHHOro xpama YcmeHus IIpecsaroit boropoauiisl
Cankr-IlerepOyprckoro mnoaBopbs ONTHHOM MyCTBIHU M BOXXECTBEHHYIO JHUTYPruiO0 B
HOBOOCBSIIIICHHOM Xpame. Csreinii Bnaspika, B 4aCTHOCTH, cKa3al:



http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/3184026.html
http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/3184026.html
http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/3183974.html
http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/3183974.html

«S1 pomumcs u BBIPOC COBCEM HENaleKo OT ATOro MecTa, Ha BacuibeBckoM ocCTpoBe, U
KaXJIblii pas, Korja eme peOeHKoM Npuxoani Ha HeBy mocMoTpeTs Ha BOIy, Ha KopaOiH, s
oOpaitan cBOil B30p Ha 3TOT BEIMYECTBEHHBIN XxpaM. [loToM, yxe B 3pelnbie TOAbl, Tpoe3Kas
MHMO 3TOTO MECTa, sl BCEr/1a COKpYLIAJICS CEpALIEM, TIOTOMY YTO XpaM CTOsUT HEMBIM YKOPOM
BCEM MeTepOypiKilaM, BCeMy HalleMy Hapojay, KOTOpBIM B KaKOH-TO MOMEHT OTpeKcs OT
bora, paspymmsi CBOIO HalMOHAJIbHYIO JKHW3Hb, PEIIMI IOCTPOUTH KHU3Hb CUACTIMBYIO,
Ooraryio, CIpaBeIMBYI0, a BMECTO 3TOTO MMEN TO, YTO UMeJ — pa3pylLIeHHbIE CBSATHIHU
COCEJICTBOBAJIN C OETHOW M HECUACTHOW XKHU3HBIO»,- ckazail [latpuapx Kupum.

«l"ocmiop He BTOpPraeTcs B HAIly C BAMH MOBCEAHEBHOCTh. OH COTBOPHII HAC CBOOOTHBIMU,
OH gaeT HaMm MpaBO pacmopspKaThes camMuMH coOoit. M korma Mer oT bora oTtpekaemMcsi, Tem
OoJee, koryma MbI 3asBisieM, uTo bora Het u Mbl B Hero He BepuM, OH MOJTHOCTBIO OTAAET HAC
B HalM pyku. Toraa mMbl )KMHBEM Kak MOXEM, KaK XOTUM, HO, OyZy4H IO mpHUpojie clabbiMu,
JICTKO BHYIIACMBbIMHU U YHNPABJIACMBIMH, MBI IOIIAaJacM IIOA BJIACTb CHUJI, KOTOPBIC C borom
ooprorcs. Tak W TPOW3ONILIO B HAIIEH HCTOpHMM — MBI OTpekiuch oT bora, m bor
nmpeaoCTaBuil HaC CaMUM C86€. Kunu xak XOTCJIH, 1o CBOJaMH CBATOI'O XpaMa Ha KOHbKax
KaTaluch, JPYTrde XpaMbl OCKBEpHsUIM U paspymaiu... CTpeMuwinch K KaKUM-TO
HCBCPOATHBIM BBICOTAM, YTO-TO IMOJY4YaJlOCh, a JKU3Hb OCTaBaJIaCh TH)KGHOI;'I, pr,[[HOﬁ, U HE
OBLIO TOTO CYACTHS, pagyl KOTOPOTO JIIOJW ObUIM TFOTOBBI OTAATh CBOIO kH3Hb. CuacThe HE
IIPUXOAWIO U HE IPULLIO», — nutupyeT IIpencrosrens nopran Ilatpuapxus.Ru.

«41 elre NOMHIO MTOKOJIEHHUE JIIOJIeH, KOTOphIe pacckasbiBanu o Oyiictee 20-x u 30-x rogos. K
HUM OTHOCWJINCh M MOU OJarodyecTUBblE pPOIUTEIH, HMEHA KOTOPBIX MbI CETrOAHS
BCIIOMMHAJIM B MOJIUTBE, IOTOMY YTO UMEHHO 31€Chb OHM BCTPETUIIUCH, ITO3HAKOMMWINCH, a
nocJe, npois yepes OOJIbIINE UCTIBITAHUS, CBSI3aHHBIE C 3aKJIFOUEHUEM MOETO OTIIa, B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB [TO’KEHWJIMCh U CO3JIaJIM XpPUCTUAHCKYIO CEMb0. Bellb BCE B TOUHOCTH IIOBTOPSIETCA,
3ByYaT T€ € CaMble JIO3YHIU: «IIEPEKUTOK IMPOILUIOro», «I0JU HeoOpa3oBaHHbIE, TEMHBIE,
[JIyTible, HECUACTHbIE, 3aKa0alleHHbIe NMPeApacCyAKaMu», «HYKHO PACKPENOCTHTh YeJIOBEKa,
caenaTh €ro CBOOOJHBIM M, B IEPBYIO OYEpedb, pa3pyLIUTbh BEpy, Pa3pyLIUTh XPaMbD».
[Toutu Tak ke U cefiuac roBopsT JIIOAU — IpaBJa, yalle Bcero aHoHuMHoO B MHTepHeTe. Kak
IUI0XO, YTO MPAKTUUYECKH HE OCTANIOCh T€X, KTO ObUI )KUBBIM CBUIETEIHLCTBOM 3TOI'O FOHEHUS
Ha BEpy, 3TOr0 MOCMESHUS BEPbI, 3TUX JKYTKHX KapHaBaJOB, Korjaa 6e3005KHUKN 001a4aiuch
B CBSILEHHbIE pU3bI, U300pa)kas TyXOBEHCTBO, W LUIM 1O TOPOJY, INIYMSCh HajJ BEpod U
IIPU3BIBAsI Pa30pBaTh BCAKYIO CBA3b C «IEpekuTKaMm»! BoT u cerogus Hac, B TOM 4MCie IIpU
MOMOIIIM KapHABAJIOB, CTAPAIOTCsS HACTPOUTH Ha 0€300KHBIN yan’, — cuutaerT CBATEHIINI
Bnagrpika.

«! Ha mpuMepe Halllel UCTOPUH, Ha IPUMEPE MPEKPAILEHUS TOHEHHH, 11eJbI0 KOTOPBIX OBLIO
YHUUYTOKEHUE BEpbl B HAIEM Hapoje, Ha MpPUMEPE BO3POXKACHUS LIEPKOBHOM KU3HU MBI
MOKEM MOBTOPUTH 3TU cioBa: «HeBo3MokHOe uenoBekam Bo3MOkHO bory». Ceromns
uHorna TroBopsAT: «Maer MomrHas BOJHA HOBOTO 0€300)KHs, KOTOpOE TMOAKPEIUIIeTCs
BBICOKMM YPOBHEM >KH3HHU, 3aMMCTBOBAHUEM YYXKUX KYJIbTYPHBIX MOJEJEH, MOTyYeHHbIM B
MHBIX MecTax O00pa30BaHMEM M pa3pyllaeT B 4eJIOBEKe ImpejcTaBiieHue o Bepe. Kak xe
MO>KHO CIIaCTHUCh, OCOOCHHO JIIOASIM, KOTOopble Xynat bora, He moHuMast, 4To TBOPAT?» OTBET
BCEM, B TOM YHCJIE U JIIOJSIM, KOTOpBIE, 3a0bIBasi HCTOPHIO, TIOBTOPSIIOT MPEKHUE OIIUOKH:
«HeBo3MoxkHOE 11 4eTOBEKOB BO3MOKHO 17151 boray,- 3akmounn [Tatpuapx Kupu.

Believing in the Good
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In nearly every person’s biography—internal or external—there is something shameful,
something terrible and torturous to remember, but which inevitably comes back to his
memory and feelings him from time to time, poisoning his entire existence. Even if there be a
person who self-contentedly announces that there never has been anything like that in his life,
then most likely the memory of any shameful deeds and desires are simply eclipsed in him by
his self-assurance, which cannot endure to admit his spiritual bankruptcy. Even worse, it is
often the most “correct” people who are the cruelest tyrants, only they stubbornly refuse to
understand this, like a blind man who refuses to believe in the existence of light.

But here is the question: Does the presence of dark moments in a person’s life mean that we
can evaluate him through the prism of these facts, that we can view him as worthless?
Perhaps in part; however man is made with many parts to both his internal and external
biography. And the totality of his personal history is comprised of episodes that are shameful,
but also radiant and exalted, if we look at the extremes. In between these are a great many
events that are relatively good or evil, if we can put it that way, so that the absolute majority
of them are forgotten outright, because they do not touch the depths of life. However
forgotten they may be, these events weave the complex and inimitable individuality of every
person.

But alas, we often lightly pronounce sentence and form an idea about someone based upon...
not even the knowledge of different facts of his biography, but much more often upon
hearsay, conjecture, and our own opinions supported by nothing, yet influencing us so
powerfully that we consider our opinions the sole and precise truth about one or another
person. But this is not at all correct—not in 99 cases out of 100, but in all 100 cases.
Therefore, if we speak about a negative, disagreeable, and suspicious relationship to a person,
then we should definitely be speaking about our absence of love for him. And this absence,
and even the very lack of desire to recognize it as a defect, says very much about our own
selves. It says that we are far from the true Christian life.

After all, love for a person does not at all mean blindness and thoughtlessness; it does not at
all mean some sort of self-deception. The loving person sees the inadequacies, vices, and
weaknesses of another, but above all this observation stands another, higher knowledge—
namely: that a human being is something immeasurably greater than the sum total of his
vices, sins, and inadequacies. Every human being is a child of God, who unconditionally
deserves love. And all the darkness that attacks him and is present in him, and is as if part of
him, is only a part that to a greater or lesser degree influences the whole, but which does not
have the ability to swallow him up irreversibly as long as he is still alive on the earth.

Furthermore, the very fact that he abides in earthly life says that for him the story of the
creation of his “personal eternity” is not yet finished, and the Lord is giving him time and the
chance to take conscious steps toward a transformation of life. And the meaning of these
steps is determined not even by deeds obvious to us humans, but by the power of good will,
the conscious striving for God. The Lord alone can evaluate the true meaning of the heart’s
striving in the context of all the circumstances—both inward and outward—of a person’s life,
in the context of the difficulties that he has to overcome in his striving for God.

There are two very widespread temptations with respect to our neighbor. The first could be
defined thus: “I think what I think...” This means the following: The evil one is whispering
bad thoughts in our ears about one or another person, and if we accept them as our own, then
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they will begin to grow with destructive force, turning our life into a nightmare from which it
will be very hard to free ourselves. To prevent such a serious spiritual illness as hostility or
hatred from developing, we have to be attentive to ourselves, and never trust the bad thoughts
that come to us about others. Again, this does not mean that person cannot possibly be as he
seems to us. Sometimes we need to be vigilant and careful, even avoid association with
certain people, but at the same time we must never suppose that we know everything about
people, that we actually know what he truly is, precisely because a person’s life is more
complex than any aversion we may have for him.

The second temptation is closely connected with the first, and can be defined by the words: “I
think that he thinks...” Well, this is just a field ripe for cultivation. How many examples and
cases are there when it seems to one person that another thinks ill of him? Again,
independently of whether our suspicions correspond to reality or not, we must not believe
these thoughts; for the enemy of mankind works precisely in this way: he suggests to one
person bad thoughts about another, and to the second he suggests the thought that the first
thinks ill of him. Even if only one of them refuses to believe this suggestion and to believe
rather in the good within that person and pray to God about it, then the evil one’s crafty
designs are put to shame.

Before forming a hostile opinion about someone in the blink of an eye, based upon our own
observations or suspicions, let’s stop. Let us stop and remember that each one of us without
exception has something that could make others turn away from us with dislike, suspicion,
and disgust. And if we ourselves do not want the “dark truth” of our biography to become the
basis of people’s relationship to us, then let us not believe in dark rumours, facts, and
opinions—not only because they are not true, but because they do not define the fullness of
the human personality.

It would be better for us to be mistaken in thinking well of a person than to be mistaken in
thinking poorly of him. Belief in the better in any case leaves a person with the chance to
correct himself, even if he acted badly. That means a lot! And we do not sin by believing in
what is better in a person, even if our hopes are seemingly unjustified. God also “believes” in
that person and works with all His might to help effect his correction. To the contrary, if we
believe in the worse, and our suspicions are not justified, then we sin greatly by our slander
and judgment of the person, even if it is only in our heart. But if we turn out to be “correct” in
our suspicions, then we are sinning in that we did not resist our suspicions, and thereby,
perhaps, we have helped evil to take root in him. Because belief in someone else’s evil
strangely increases the probability of its actually coming to pass.

So also is belief in the better in a person not a distanced contemplation, but a direct (albeit not
always understood by those around us) participation in his life. It is the participation of
compassion and love, which inevitably finds expression in prayer, because compassion and
wishes for the best in the highest sense is what makes us “like” God, Who, more than we are
able to imagine, desires salvation and the fullness of love and joy for each human being. And
His will toward us is that we also would consciously and willingly become participants in
Divine care for each one of us.

So, belief in this possibility of sanctity, the fullness of life for a person, belief in his potential
oneness with God, and in the everyday sense — belief in the better in a person is what all of
us who call ourselves Orthodox Christians undoubtedly need to strive for.



In our association with one another, with every person without exception, close or distant,
accepted by us or not, let us remember man’s connection to God—a connection that really
does exist, but one we are unable to understand or evaluate by force of reason alone. Let us
remember that only love truly knows a person, because love sees him in its own way, in all
his God-created fullness and beauty; its sees him as he could be, and... believes in this
possibility.

Priest Dimitry Shishkin

06/09/2013

What St. Seraphim Meant

“Acquire the Spirit of Peace and a thousand souls around you will be saved.” This is perhaps
the most famous quote of the great Russian saint, Seraphim of Sarov. Many of his icons have
this saying on them. I’ve never met anyone who didn’t like it. On the other hand, I think there
are many who do not understand it. And understanding what he meant can take you to the
very heart of Orthodoxy.

“To acquire the Spirit of Peace,” has a wonderful ring to it — and most of us assume that it is
the fruit of the great saint’s long years of strict monastic practice. Doubtless many of the gifts
of St. Seraphim were manifested in such a powerful fashion on account of his years of silence
and prayer.

But his statement on acquiring the Spirit of Peace is not nearly as complicated or mysterious
as some might think.

In many ways it is simply an expansion of the Gospel parable of the talents:

For it will be as when a man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted to
them his property;to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five talents
went at once and traded with them; and he made five talents more. So also, he who
had the two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent
went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time the
master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. And he who had
received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master,
you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.” His master said
to him, "Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I
will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.” And he also who had the
two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here |
have made two talents more.” His master said to him, *"Well done, good and faithful
servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the
joy of your master.” He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying,
‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering
where you did not winnow; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master answered him, "You wicked and
slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed, and gather where 1
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have not winnowed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers,
and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. So take the
talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to every one who has
will more be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what
he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness;
there men will weep and gnash their teeth’ (Mt. 25:14-30).

This very familiar parable is quite odd. Christ is alluding to something in the imagery of the
“talents” of silver (or gold). Whatever it is, it has been given freely to the stewards — but the
stewards are expected to do something with the gift. It is to be given back, with a profit.

First, the parable is not about talents: piano-playing and the like. Nor is it about public-
speaking, or even being a good teacher of children. It is not about talents. It is about a sum of
money — but is not a “stewardship” parable in the sense that Christ is not trying to tell us to be
sure and make money.

It is a parable about grace, about the Holy Spirit.

St. Seraphim, in his own teaching, would be almost crass. He told his disciples to “acquire the
Holy Spirit,” and used the gross comparisons of a businessman investing his money in order
to make more. His own father was a merchant. He knew what he was talking about — but the
imagery was carried over to the spiritual life — and its goal was supremely described as the
“acquisition of the Holy Spirit.”

The larger question then (and it applies to the parable as well): How do we acquire grace — or
the Holy Spirit?

Please note that I am not speaking about earning more grace and performing works in order
to gain the Holy Spirit.

Grace is nothing other than the Life of God. In proper theological terms (of the Eastern
Church) grace is the uncreated Divine energies. But that phrase, unless correctly understood
can be all to confusing. I prefer to speak either of grace or of God’s own Life, freely given to
us.

First, grace is a gift. You don’t have to go anywhere to get what you already have been given.
What we need to do is allow the grace of God to work in us what God intends.

St. Paul would urge: “We entreat you not to receive the grace of God in vain! (2 Corinthians
6:1)

Each of us (certainly in our Baptism and Chrismation) have been given the grace of God for
our salvation — that is to bring forth the fruit of the Spirit and to conform us to the image of
God in Christ. The question is what do we do with it?

This is a question particularly about the small things of the day. Do we pray? Do we begin
the day by crossing ourselves before our feet ever hit the floor? When tempted to grumble do
we refrain and give thanks instead? Do we condemn others, even when we could have been
silent? Do we forgive when we could have nursed a grudge?
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There is grace for each of these things and thousands more. We are able, because God has
made us able. Grace that is put to use in our lives produces dividends of grace. St. Seraphim
did not become what he was through a momentary gift, but through a lifetime of ascesis and
“reinvesting” the grace given him.

Some words from the great saint for the little things of the day:
You cannot be too gentle, too kind. Shun even to appear harsh in your treatment of
each other. Joy, radiant joy, streams from the face of him who gives and kindles joy in

the heart of him who receives.

All condemnation is from the devil. Never condemn each other...instead of
condemning others, strive to reach inner peace.

Keep silent, refrain from judgment. This will raise you above the deadly arrows of
slander, insult, and outrage and will shield your glowing hearts against all evil.

This is what St. Seraphim meant.

Fr. Stephen Freeman 01/08/2013

Discourse on the Nativity of the Most Holy
Mother of God

The present feastday is the beginning of feastdays. Serving as boundary to the law and to
prefigurations, it is at the same time a doorway to grace and truth. "For Christ is the end of
the law" (Rom 10:4), Who, having freed us from the writing, raises us to spirit. Here is the
end (to the law): in that the Lawgiver, having made everything, has changed the writing in
spirit and heads everything within Himself (Eph 1:10), has taken the law under its dominion,
and the law is become subjected to grace, such that the properties of the law not suffer
reciprocal commingling, but only suchlike, that the servile and subservient (in the law) by
Divine power be transmuted into the light and free (in grace), "so that we—says the Apostle
—be not enslaved to the elements of the world" (Gal 4:3) and be not in a condition under the
slavish yoke of the writing of the law. Here is the summit of Christ's beneficence towards us!
Here are the mysteries of revelation! Here is the divinisation assumed upon mankind—the
fruition worked out by the God-man.

The radiant and bright coming-down of God for people ought to have a joyful basis, opening
to us the great gift of salvation. Suchlike also is the present feastday, having as its basis the
Nativity of the Mother of God, and as its purpose - the uniting of the Word with flesh, this
most glorious of all miracles, unceasingly proclaimed, immeasurable and incomprehensible.
The less comprehensible it is, the more it is revealed; and the more it is revealed, the less
comprehensible it is. Wherefore the present God-graced day, the first of our feastdays,
showing forth the light of virginity and as it were the crown woven from the unfading
blossoms of the spiritual garden of Scripture, offers creatures a common joy. Be of good
cheer—it says—behold, this is the feast of the Nativity of the Virgin and of the renewal of the
human race! The Virgin is born, She grows and is raised up and prepars Herself to be the
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Mother of God All-Sovereign of the ages. All this, with the assistance of David, makes it for
us an object of spiritual contemplation. The Mother of God manifests to us Her God-

bestowed Birth, and David points to the blessedness of the human race and wondrous co-
kinship of God with mankind.

And thus, truly one ought to celebrate the mystery today and to offer the Mother of God a
word by way of gift: since nothing is so pleasing to Her, as a word and praise by word. It is
from here also that we receive a twofold benefit: first, we enter the region of truth, and
second, we emerge from the captivity and slavery of the written law. How? Obviously, when
darkness vanishes, then light appears; so also here: after the law there follows the freedom of
grace.

The present solemnity is a line of demarcation, separating the truth from its prefigurative
symbol, and ushering in the new in place of the old. Paul—that Divine Trumpeter of the
Spirit—exclaims thus about this: "For anyone that be in Christ, ye are remade a new creature;
the old passes away and behold all is become new (2 Cor 5:17); for the law has perfected
nothing adducing for a better hope, whereby we draw nigh to God" (Heb 7:19). The truth of
grace has brightly shown forth.

Let there now be one common festal celebration in both heaven and on earth. Let everything
now celebrate, that which is in the world and that beyond the world. Now is made the created
temple for the Creator of all; and creation is readied into a new Divine habitation for the
Creator. Now our nature, having been banished from the land of blessedness, receives the
principle of divinisation and strives to rise up to the highest glory. Now Adam offers from us
and for us elements to God, the most worthy fruit of mankind—Mary, in Whom the new
Adam is rendered Bread for the restoration of the human race. Now is opened the great
bosom of virginity, and the Church, in the matrimonial manner, places on it a pure pearl truly
immaculate. Now human worthiness accepts the gift of the first creation and returns to its
former condition; the majesty darkened by formless sin—through the conjoining by His
Mother by birth "of Him Beauteous by Goodness," man receives beauty in a most excellent
and God-seemly visage. And this creating is done truly by the creation, and recreation—by
divinization, and divinisation—by a return to the original perfection! Now a barren one is
become beyond expectation a mother, and the Birth-giver has given birth without knowing
man, and She sanctifies natural birth. Now is readied the majestic colour of the Divine
scarlet-purple and impoverished human nature is clothed in royal worthiness. Now—
according to prophecy—there sprouts forth the Offshoot of David, Who, having eternally
become the green-sprouting Staff of Aaron, has blossomed forth for us with the Staff of
Power—Christ. Now of Judah and David is descended a Virgin Maiden, rendering of Herself
the royal and priestly worthiness of Him that has taken on the priesthood of Aaron in the
order of Melchisedek (Heb 7:15). Now is begun the renewal of our nature, and the world
responding, assuming a God-seemly form, receives the principle of a second Divine creation.

The first creation of mankind occurred from the pure and unsullied earth; but their nature
darkened the worthiness innate to it, they were deprived of grace through the sin of
disobedience; for this we were cast out of the land of life and, in place of the delights of
paradise, we received temporal life as our inheritance by birth, and with it the death and
corruption of our race. All started to prefer earth to heaven, such that there remained no hope
for salvation, beyond the utmost help. Neither the natural nor the written law, nor the fiery
reconciling sayings of the prophets had power to heal the sickness. No one knew, how to
correct human nature and by what means it would be most suitable to raise it up to its former
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worthiness, as long as God, the Author of all, did not deign to reveal to us another arranged
and newly-constituted world, wherein is annihilated the pervasive form of the old poison of
sin, and granting us a wondrous, free and perfectly dispassionate life, through our re-creation
in the baptism of Divine birth. But how would this great and most glorious blessing be
imparted to us, so very in accord with the Divine commands, if God were not to be manifest
to us in the flesh, not subject to the laws of nature—nor deign to dwell with us in a manner,
known to Him? And how could all this be accomplished, if first there did not serve the
mystery a Pure and Inviolate Virgin, Who contained the Uncontainable, in accord with the
law, yet beyond the laws of nature? And could some other virgin have done this, besides She
alone, Who was chosen before all others by the Creator of nature?

This Virgin is the Mother of God—Mary, the Most Glorious of God, from the womb of
Whom the Most Divine came forth in the flesh and by Whom He Himself did arrange a
wondrous temple for Himself. She conceived without seed and gave birth without corruption,
since that Her Son was God, though also He was born in the flesh, without mingling and
without travail. This Mother truly avoided that which is innate to mothers but miraculously
fed with milk Her Son, begotten without a man. The Virgin, having given birth to the
seedlessly Conceived-One, remained a Pure Virgin, having preserved incorrupt the marks of
virginity. And so in truth She is named the Mother of God; Her virginity is esteemed and Her
birth-giving is glorified. God, having conjoined with mankind and become manifest in the
flesh, hath granted Her a unique glory. Woman's nature suddenly is freed from the first curse,
and just as the first did bring in sin, so also doth the first initiate salvation also.

But our discourse has attained its chief end, and I, celebrating now and with rejoicing sharing
in this sacred feast, I greet you in the common joy. The Redeemer of the human race—as |
said—willed to arrange a new birth and re-creation of mankind: like as under the first
creation, taking dust from the virginal and pure earth, wherein He formed the first Adam, so
also now, having arranged His Incarnation upon the earth,—and so to speak, in place of dust
—He chooses from out of all the creation this Pure and Immaculate Virgin and, having re-
created mankind within His Chosen-One from amid mankind, the Creator of Adam is made
the New Adam, in order to save the old.

Who indeed was This Virgin and from what sort of parents did She come? Mary, the glory of
all, was born of the tribe of David, and from the seed of Joachim. She was descended from
Eve, and was the child of Anna. Joachim was a gentle man, pious, raised in God's law. Living
prudently and walking before God he grew old without child: the years of his prime provided
no continuation of his lineage. Anna was likewise God-loving, prudent, but barren; she lived
in harmony with her husband, but was childless. As much concerned about this, as about the
observance of the law of the Lord, she indeed was daily stung by the grief of childlessness
and suffered that which is the usual lot of the childless—she grieved, she sorrowed, she was
distressed, and impatient at being childless. Thus, Joachim and his spouse lamented that they
had no successor to continue their line; yet the spark of hope was not extinguished in them
completely: both intensified their prayer about the granting to them of a child to continue
their line. In imitation of the prayer heard of Hannah (1 Kings 1: 10), both without leaving
the temple fervently beseeched God that He would undo her sterility and make fruitful her
childlessness. And they did not give up on their efforts, until their wish be fulfilled. The
Bestower of gifts did not contemn the gift of their hope. The unceasing power came quickly
in help to those praying and beseeching God, and it made capable both the one and the other
to produce and bear a child. In such manner, from sterile and barren parents, as it were from
irrigated trees, was borne for us a most glorious fruition—the Immaculate Virgin. The



constraints of infertility were destroyed—prayer, upright manner of life, these rendered them
fruitful; the childless begat a Child, and the childless woman was made an happy mother.
Thus the immaculate Fruition coming forth from the womb occurred from an infertile mother,
and then the parents, in the first blossoming of Her growth brought Her to the temple and
dedicated Her to God. The priest, then making the order of services, beheld the face of the
girl and of those in front of and behind, and he became gladdened and joyful, seeing as it
were the actual fulfillment of the Divine promise. He consecrated Her to God, as a reverential
gift and propitious sacrifice—and, as a great treasury unto salvation, he led Her within the
very innermost parts of the temple. Here the Maiden walked in the upright ways of the Lord,
as in bridal chambers, partaking of heavenly food until the time of betrothal, which was
preordained before all the ages by Him Who, by His inscrutable mercy, was born from Her,
and by Him Who before all creation and time and expanse Divinely begat Him, and together
with His consubstantial and co-reigning and co-worshipped Spirit—this being One Godhead,
having One Essence and Kingdom, inseparable and immutable and in which is nothing
diverse, except the personal qualities. Wherefore, in solemnity and in song I do offer the
Mother of the Word the festal gift; since that He born of Her hath taught me to believe in the
Trinity: the Son and Word Without-Beginning hath made in Her His Incarnation; the Father
begetting Him hath blessed this; the Holy Spirit hath signed and sanctified the womb which
incomprehensibly hath conceived.

Now is the time to question David: in what did the God of all forswear him? Speak, O
Psalmist and Prophet! He hath sworn from the fruit of my loin to sit upon my throne (Ps
131[132]:11). Here in this He is forsworn and wilt not break His oath, He hath forsworn and
His Word is sealed with a deed! "Once—said he—I forswear by My Holiness, that I lie not to
David; his seed wilt prevail forever, and his throne, like the sun before Me and like the moon
coursing the ages: a faithful witness also in heaven" (Ps 88[89]:35-38). God hath fulfilled this
oath, since it is not possible for God to lie (Heb 6:18). Consider this: Christ in the flesh is
named my Son (Mt. 22: 42), and all nations will worship my Lord and Son (Ps 71[72]:11),
seeing him sit upon a virginal throne! Here also is the Virgin, from Whose womb the Pre-
eternal One came forth, incarnated at the end of the ages and renewing the ages, likewise
sprung forth from my loins! All this is so!

People of God, holy nation, sacred gathering! Let us revere our paternal memory; let us extol
the power of the mystery! Each of us, in the measure given by grace, let us offer a worthy gift
for the present feast. Fathers—a prosperous lineage; mothers—fine children; the unbearing—
the not-bearing of sin; virgins—a twofold prudence, of soul and of body; betrothed—
praiseworthy abstinence. If anyone of you be a father, let him imitate the father of the Virgin;
and if anyone be without child—Iet them make harvest of fruitful prayer, cultivating a life
pleasing to God. The mother, feeding her children, let her rejoice together with Anna, raising
her Child, given to her in infertility through prayer. She that is barren, not having given birth,
lacking the blessing of a child, let her come with faith to the God-given Offshoot of Anna and
offer there her barrenness. The virgin, living blamelessly, let her be a mother by discourse,
adorning by word the elegance of soul. For a betrothed—Iet her offer mental sacrifice from
the fruits of prayer. All together rich and poor, lads and maidens, old and young (Ps 48:2,
148:12), priests and levites—Ilet all together keep the feast in honor of the Maiden, the
Mother of God and the Prophetess: from Her hath issued forth the Prophet, foretold of by
Moses, Christ God and Truth (Dt 18:15). Amen.

St. Andrew. Archbisop of Crete 21/09/2013
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