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Pacnucanue Oorocay:xxenuii / Services in January

Saturday 2 January
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomrxnoe 61eHue

Sunday 3 January: Sunday of the Holy Fathers / CB. OT10B
10.00 am: Hours and Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxecTBeHHast TUTYprus

Wednesday 6 January: Christmas Eve / CoueadbHHK
5.30 pm: Vigil for the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ / Bcenomnoe 61eHue npa3aHuka
PoxnecrtBa ['ocnioga namero Mucyca Xpucra

Thursdav 7 January: Orthodox Christmas / Po:xxknecrBo XpHucToBO
10.00 am: Hours and Liturgy / Yacer u boxecTBeHHast TUTYprus

Saturday 9 January
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 61enne

Sunday 10 January

10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u boxxectBennast nmutyprusi. Meal in the Church
Hall and Children’s Nativity Play / Tpame3a u netckoe npeacraBienue PoxaecTBeHCKOM
BECHI



mailto:safi@mail.ru
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rE2T2sYTy8s

Saturday 16 January
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomrxnoe 61eHue

Sunday 17 January
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u boskecTBeHHast TUTYyprus.

Monday 18 January
5.30 pm: Vigil for Theophany, the Baptism of our Lord / Bcenoninoe 61eHue npazqHuka

borosiBnenus - Kpemenus I'ociogas

Tuesday 19 January: Theophany / borosipienne-Kpemenne I'ociogne
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy/ Yacsl u BoxkecTBeHHast TUTYprus
11.45 am: The Great Blessing of the Waters / Benukoe Bogoocssitue

Saturday 23 January
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomrnoe 61enue

Sunday 24 January
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u bokecTBeHHast TUTYyprus.

Saturday 30 January
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomrnoe 61eHue

Sunday 31 January
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacel u bokecTBeHHast TUTYyprus.

Tponaps Po:xknecrBa Xpucrosa (Imac 4)

PoxnecrBo TBoe, Xpucre boxke Haml, BO3CHS MHPOBHU CBeET
pa3syma, B HeM 00 3Be3aM CJIY;KalluM 3Be31010 yuaxycsa Teode
kiaanaTucsa, Coanuny mnpaBiabl, 1 TeOe BeaeTH ¢ BBICOTHI
BocTOoKka. I'ocnmoau, ci1aBa Teoe!

Christmas Troparion (Tone 4)

Thy nativity, O Christ our God, has shone forth to the world
the light of reason, for in it those who worshipped the stars
were taught by a star to adore Thee, the Sun of Righteousness,
and to know Thee, the Orient from on high. O Lord, glory to
Thee!

Tponaps Kpemenusi l'ocioans (Inac 1)

Bo Uopnane kpemarwmycs Tede, ['ocnoau, Tpoundeckoe ssBucst
nokJoHeHue: PoautesaeB 00 riac cBujaerejabcrBoBaiie TeOe,
Bo3/100/1eHHaro Tsa CpiHa uMenys: u Jlyx B Buae rojayouHe
U3BECTBOBAILIC CJ0BeCe YTBEpKIAeHUe: sBJencs, Xpucre
bo:xe, u Mmup npocseuieu, cjiasa Te0e.




Theophany Troparion (Tone 1)

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptised in the Jordan, the
worship of the Trinity was revealed. For the voice of the
Father bore witness unto Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son:
and the Spirit, in the form of a dove, confirmed the truth of
this word. Thou hast revealed Thyself, O Christ God, and
enlightened the world, glory to Thee!

Dates for Your Diary / Ba:xxnbie /IaTbl HA
Caenyroumi T'ox
Easter: Sunday 1 May / I1acxa: Bockpecenne 1 mas
Patronal Feast: Saturday 2 July

IlpecroabHbliii npazaauk: Cydo0oTa 2 urois

Baptisms in December:
12 December: Peter Gallivan
22 December: Anastasia Roua

NEWS

New Icon
At the very end of November Fr Andrew visited Odessa where he was able to buy several

items for the Church, including a new icon of the Saviour for the icon-stand at the front of the
Church.

Donation for Lighting
In November one of our parishioners made a very generous donation to the Church. This will

enable us, with God’s help and your generosity, to complete our 2016 project — to buy 12
chandeliers for the Church to improve and beautify our lighting system.

O YEM I'OBOPAT 11 O YEM YMAJIYNBAIOT
INPOITIOBEIHNKHN «HOBOTI'O CTUJIA»

[poTovepevi AnekcaHap Jlebeaes



http://www.pravoslavie.ru/83104.html

Poccutickuti mabenb-kaneH0apb Ha 1911 200

3a 30 Cc AVWHUM NeT, 4TO S CTaJlKMBAOCb C TEMU WIN WUHbIMWU
CTOpPOHaMW KaJleHAapHOro BOMpoca, MHe ele He NMpuxoguaocb ChablwaTb
He TONbKO ybeauTenbHbIX OOBOAOB, HO W [aXe CKOJIbKO-HUbyab
Pa3yMHbIX Co0bpa>keHnrn B MNONAb3y BBEOEHUSS HOBOro CTuna C
nocnenoBaBLUMM pPa3fgopoM B LLEPKOBHOW XXU3HW. [laBanTe OTBETUM Ha
apryMeHTbl, KOTOpble O0Obl4HO NPUBOAATCA B 3alUUTY KaseHOapHON

pedopmbl.

HecocToAaTeNbHOCTb apryMeHToB pedopMaTopoB

1) To4yHOCTb. AKObOLI KasieHAapb CTAaporo CTUAA He COOTBETCTBYET
aCTPOHOMUYECKUM LaHHbIM, @ HOBbIA CTUJIb UCMPaBAseT ownbKy.

Hu oouH KaneHoapb He MOXeET COOTBETCTBOBATb aCTPOHOMUYECKUM
OaHHbIM C abconoTHOM To4YHOCTbio. OTubl LiepkBu, ycTaHoBUBLUME
LEPKOBHbIN KaneHaapb, MNPEKPacHO 3HaJIh O HETOYHOCTU MNPUBSI3KU
BECEHHEero paBHOAEHCTBUA K OMNpefesieHHON KafleHJapHOW faTe u, TeMm
He MeHee, MOLWJIN Ha 3TO. HennwHe Takxe byaeT 3aMeTUTb, YTO U CaMoO
NOHATME «TOYHOCTU KasieHAapsa» HY>XOAeTCa B yTOYHeHUN. KaneHOapHbIl
rog BOCMPOU3BOAUT MO MeHbLIEW Mepe [ABa pPa3/INYHbIX MHTepBana
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BPEMEHN - TPOMUYECKUA W 3BE3OHbIA [0fh; pa3HULUa MexOy HUMKN
cocTaBngeT okosno 20 MUHYT. FpUroprnaHcKnim KaneHgapb (HOBbIN CTUJIb)
xopowo npubnmxaeT WUCTUHHYIO MPOAOC/IKUTENbHOCTL TPOMUYECKOro
rofa, a ctapbll CTUAb OENUT pasHULY MeXOy TeM U APYruM NpuMepHOo
normonam. K cCoOXafneHuo, 3TU CBeAeHMs W3 LWKOJbHOro Yy4yebHuka
aCTPOHOMUWN JNieXXaT QfJasieko 3a npefesiaMmm Kpyrosopa COBPEMEHHbIX
«HOBOCTUJIbHNKOB>.

LlepKOBHbIN HOBbLIN CTUb (TaK Ha3blBa€MbI «UCMPaBAEHHbIN OJINAHCKNIN
KaneHgapb», NN HOBOKJIMAHCKUIA KasieH4apb) MOPOYEH B MpuHUMNeE: Npu
HOBOM  KaJieHAape HernoABMXXHbIX  MpPa3fHUKOB U HEU3MEHHON
npaBocsiaBHon [lacxaimm O TakKoM Mesiodn, KaK LEepKOBHbIA YCTaB,
npuxoanTca 3abbiTb. YXKe cenyvac NeTpPOBCKUI MOCT COKpaLLaeTcs Ha ABe
He[enn, a B UHble rodbl N BOBCe «O0TMeHsAeTca». Co BpeMeHeM Xe [lacxa,
a C Hew U BCe NnoaBUXXHblIe Npa3aHuUKM coBrnagyT C leTpoBbiM gHeM, C
Mpeobpa>keHnem, c YcneHmem, a Tam M Cc PoxpgectBom (310 bGypeT
Heckopo, 4Yepe3 35 ThiCAY NeT - eCqM MUP NPOCTOUT OO TexX Mnop, - Ho
CYLLeCcTBO fesia OT 3TOro HUKaK He MeHseTCs).

ACTPOHOMBI He NMOoJ1b3YIOTCA FPUrOPUAHCKUM KaJleHaapeM u3-3a
«nponaBwux>» B 1583 roay 10 nHen

Me>x4y Npo4YnM, aCTPOHOMbI He MOJIb3YITCHA FPUrOPUAHCKUM KanleHOapeM
n3-3a «nponaswux» B 1583 rogy 10 pgHen. [llporpaMMucTbl  Ans
KaJleHOapHbIX  pacyeToB  BbIYUCAAKOT  OJIMaHCKMe  paTtbl.  Cpeaun
aCTPOHOMOB, He CorJjlaCHbIX C KaseHJapHou pedopmMoin nanbl puropus,
6bin Hukonam KonepHuk. U ewe 100 net Ha3apn Poccuinckass akagemus
HaykK coobuinnia, 4TO He HaxXxOAUT Hay4HbIX OOBOAOB B MNOJb3Yy nepexona
Ha HOBbIN CTUJIb.

2) Bpemsa npasgHoBaHua [Macxu. Ecnm cnepoBaTb CTapoMy CTWIO, TO
yepe3 HekoTopoe Bpems Macxa byaeT npa3aHOBATbCS OCEHbIO.

Bo-nepBbiX, HOBbIN CTW/b B lNpaBocsiaBHON LlepKBN HE U3MEHWT BPEMEHM
npa3gHoBaHMA MNacxu (470 1 ObIIO rNaBHENLWUM YCI0BMEM ero NPUHATUSA
B HeKOTopbIX LlepkBax). Bo-BTopbIX, NpaBocnaBHble KOXKHOro nonywapus
3eMnn yxe cerogHsa npasgHytoT lacxy oceHbto. Co BpeMeHeM, MOXeT
CTaTbCs, HaM MOKa)keTCs BMNOJZIHE cnpaBeasinBbIM, YTO Hawm OpaTbsa B
Adpuke, JlaTuHckon Amepuke un ABCTpanmm Toxe 6yayT BCTpevaTb
CeeTnbin Npa3gHMK BECHOLO.

To »Ke camoe, KCTaTu, OTHOCUTCA U K Pa3HOBPEMEHHOCTU LEepPKOBHbIX
CobbITUA M3-3a pPas3/INyYMA BPEMEHHbIX 30H Ha 3eMHOM LWape: XOoTa Mup
YyCTPOEH TakK, 4YTO CTporas OOHOBPEMEHHOCTb NO BCcen 3emie
HEBO3MOXHa, eAMHCTBO COXpaHAeTCAa 3a CcYyeT cnepoBaHusa obuwemy
yCTaBy M coBeplieHns obwmx npasgHUKOB B TeYeHMe YCTaHOBJIEHHbIX
CYTOK.

3) AvcumnnnHa. Bepytowme O0JKHbI MOAYNHATHCA pPeLleHUNsAM LLePKOBHOMN
nepapxun.



PasyMHasa MbiC/ib. OHa OTHOCUTCA K TeM, YbfA LEepKOBHas unepapxus
rnepeLusia Ha HOBbIN CTUNb. HO K caMon KaneHpapHowu pedopme 1924 ropa
OHa He MeeT HN Manenwero KacaTenbCTBa.

YTo Npu 3TOM YyOUBUTESIbHO: B HEKOTOPbLIX HNPUCAUKUMAX OTAesSIbHbIM
npuxoaam [aHO MpaBo BblbMpaTb cebe KaneHpapb! MNevanbHbIn Npumep
OTKa3a enunckomnoB OT CBOMX MNpsAMbIX obsaszaHHoOCTen. Ha npuxoxaH 6e3
borocnosckoro obpa3soBaHus, 6e3 3HaHUM M OMbiITa B KAaHOHUYECKUX W
JINTYPru4ecknx Bonpocax BO3JlaraeTca OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a U3MeHeHwue
LLepKOBHOro  KaJjsieHgaps, COCTaBAdAOLWEro HeoTbeMJIeMYyl0  4acCTb
CesweHHoro MNpenaHna BoT yxe 6onee nonyTopa ThiCAY neT!

B amepukaHckoM BM® HepaBHO npousoLwlesn XxapakTepHbln ciydan. ocne
[ONroro rnoxoAda KanuvTaH Npeanoxun KoMaHae kopabnsa sbibpaTb nopT
ANA HepesnbHOro otabixa. M 4To »e? 3a 3TOT NOCTYNOK ero OTCTPaHWUIn
OT KOMAHOOBaHUA W JNNWWAN 3BaHUA: KanuTaH He wuMeeT Trpasa
nepeknagbiBaTb Ha NOAYNHEHHbIX npUHagnexaluyto emMy
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb. He To Xe 5n camoe MpoucCxXxoguT, Korga npuxoxaHe
nepecMmaTpuBatloT pewleHnsa BceneHcknx n NomectHbix Cobopos? NHaue,
KaK KapukaTypon Ha OeMOKpaTuio, 3TO He Ha30BeLLb.

4) TpaxpaHCKMN KaneHfapb. AKOObI Mbl OOXKHbI MPUBECTU LLEPKOBHbIN
KaneHgapb B COOTBETCTBME C Fpa>KgaHCKMM, ecnn BCé obulecTBO XUBET
No rpa)x4aHCKOMYy KaJsieHaapto.

PasymeeTcs, rpa>k4aHcKune BNaCTW  yCTaHaBAuBalT  Bceobume
CTaHOapTbl Mep, B TOM 4YuUC/e N BpeMeHU (A8 4Yero u ciy>kaT aTOMHble
Yacbl B YnpaBJieHUU CTaHOapToB). HO MM nu Hapnexunt ycTaHaB/IMBATb
LLepKOBHbIE Mpa3gHMKM? Kak e ObiTb € oTaeneHvem Lepksu oT
rocypgapcrea?
C KaKnMn TOJIbKO rpa)kAaHCKMMUN BIaCTAMU He cocyLulecTBoBaa LlepkoBb
Ha NPOTSA)XEeHWe BEKOB, KakKMe TOJIbKO KaseHgapu He 6biav NpuHATHLI B
obwecTBe - a LEepKOBHbIM KasleHOapb COXPaHAICA B HEM3MEHHOM BuUAe.
BeOb LUEPKOBHbIM KajeHgapb B NpuHUMne oTau4aeTcs oT nwboro
FPa>kAaHCKOro: OH U3HYTPU peryanpyeT TauHCTBEHHYI0 Borocny>xebHyto
XXWN3Hb LlepkBu.
pa)KOaHCKNN KasleHdapb, KakK W MHOrmMe pgpyrme CTOPOHbl Hawen
COUMaNbHOW XU3HWN, HAXOOUTCHA B MOJIHOM PaACMoOPSXXEeHUN rparKAaHCKNX
BJIACTEN: OHW MOryT MEHATb ero Kak u kKorga yrogHo. OgHO Bpems
BCepbe3 paccMaTpuBaiCA BCEMUPHbLIA KaneHdapb W3 TpuHaguaTwu
MecsiueB NO 28 gHen nuoC OOUH UM ABa «OOMOJIHUTENIbHbIX» OHSA B
KOHUe rofa. Y Takoro KaneHnaps ectb psan NpenmyLlecTB; HO YTO XKe, Mbl
OOJDKHbI BC/led MEHSATb U LLePKOBHbIN KasieH4apb? 3aMeTbTe, YTO eBpewu,
MyCyJibMaHe, KUTanubl 1 MHOTe gpyrue, rge 6bl OHUM HU XUIN, HAKAK He
npucrnocabnmeatoT CBON PENUIrMO3HbIN KajsleHAapb K rpakaaHCcKomy. Tak
no4yemy e 310 TpebyeTca OT NpaBOC/aBHbIX?

MaTpuapx Menetnn n NOAIMHHAA Lesb KasleHaapHon pedopMbl

NTak, Mbl He BUAMM Cepbe3HblX AOOBOAOB B MMOJb3y KaJleHOapHOMN
pecdopmbl B LlepkBn. HUKTO He gan HaMm OTBET, 3a4eM noHagobuioch
OTKa3blBaTbCA OT LUepKoBHOro [llpesaHna M HapylwaTb JNUTypruyeckoe



eonHcTBo LepkBn. HukTo He 06bACHMA HaM, KakK MOXHO Obino
npeHebpeyb aHademonm Tpex BcenpaBocnaBHbix CobopoB XVI Beka
MPOTUB €epeTU4ecKoro nanckoro kKaneHgapsd. HwukTo He o6ocHoOBan
NPUMEeHeHne «UCNpaB/IeHHOro0 JINAHCKOro KajleHgapsa», B KOTOPOM
YHU4YTOXaeTcs leTpoB NocT n lacxa cbe3xaeTcd ¢ PoXaecTBoM, BMeCTO
MPeKpacHOro CBOen CTPOMHOCTLIO LLEPKOBHOMO KasieHaaps.

OpHako caMmoe nHTepecHoe He B 3ToM. CaMoe MHTepecHoe B TOM, 4YTO 3a
BCen pemarornen ob «aCTPOHOMMYECKOM TOYHOCTU», O «MOCAyLlaHun
ennckornam», 0 «KaJleHO4apHOM WAO0JIONOKJIOHCTBE» WUJIM O TOM, YTO «Ha
Hebe BoobLle HeT KaseHpapsA», TwaTeslbHO CKpbiBaeTCAa MNOAJIMHHAsA
npuynHa KaneHgapHom pegopmbl 1924 roga. A NpnynHa 3Ta, MeXay Tem,
XOpOLIO M3BECTHa, U OHa He uMeeT Hu4yero obwero HM C OOHMM U3
00Cy>XAaBLUNXCS BblLLe NpeaMeTOoB.

O6bveauHuTb NMpaBocnasue Cc 3anagHbIMM BEPOUCNOBEOAAHUAMM -
HOBbIA CTUJb OblN1 BBEAEH UMEHHO paau COnoenCcTBUA DTOWN Lenmn

KOHCTaHTUHOMNONBLCKUW _naTpuapx MeseTtun MeTakcakuc, KOTOpOMY
NPUHALANEXNT COMHUTESIbHAA YeCTb pa3paboTkm 1 NpoBeAeHNA B XU3Hb
KaneHpgapHon pecdopMbl B LlepkBn, HMKOrga He CKpbiBaJsl CBOEW Lesnn:
obbeamHuTL [llpaBocnaBme C 3anagHbIMU BepoucrnoBedaHnsMn. HoBbIN
CTunb Obl1 BBEAEH WMEHHO pagun CoOOeNCTBMSA 3TOM LenuM - TakoBa
rnevyasibHasa peajibHOCTb.

Uro e 310 ObLI 3a yesoBeK — marpuapx Meneruli, B3omenumuii Ha Beenenckuii npecrod,
OMMpasich He Ha BJIACTONOOMBOTO HMIIEPATOpa, KOBAPHOTO 3aroBOPIIMKA WU >KaJHOTO
BM3UPs (KaK 3TO, K COXKAJICHHWIO, YacTO OBIBAJIO B WCTOPWHU), a HA IITHIKKU bputanckoro
AKCIIETUITMOHHOTO Kopmyca B CramOyne? Menetuid, OBIBIIMK apXHUEMHUCKON AQUHCKHA U
Oynymmii (o m3rHaHuu U3 KOHCTaHTHHOIONS) maTpuapx AJIEKCAaHIAPUHUCKUN — HE TakK YK,
BUJIMMO, KpemKa Oblja JpeBHssl He3aBUCUMOCTh BocTounbix LlepkBeit, — ObLT akTUBHEHIIUM
MonepHucToM. B 1923 rony oH npuszHan 0OHOBIEHYECKYIO IIepKoBb B Poccuu u moTpedoBan
Huznoxkenus [latpuapxa Tuxona. Menetuii roroBmwi co3slB Cobopa, Ha KOTOPOM MOMHMO
HOBOTO KaJIeHJaps AOJDKHBI ObUTM OBITH MPUHSATHI APYTHUE MEphl aHAIOTMYHOTO XapakTepa:
ocnabieHue I0CTOB, COKpAIlIeHUE CIyX0, BTOpoOpaune ayxoBeHCTBa U rmpouee. OH
HACTaWBaJl Ha TPAXKIAHCKOM OJEKIE sl AYXOBEHCTBA, MPEANOYUTANl caM HOCHTH KOCTIOM,
TAJICTYK M nuisAny MU yrBepxknaan, uyto CeamenHoe Ilpenanue IlpaBocnaBnoii lLlepksu
«yCTapeno, UIPKWIO ceds M CTOUT... MONEepeK OObEAMHEHHIO XpUCTHaH». BoT kro man
[IpaBocnaBHoi1 LlepkBu HOBBIH CTHIIB!

Y MeneTtnsa MeTakcakuca, KOHe4YHo, Moram ObiTb U Apyrue 3agayn. Hosoe
pecnybnmkaHCcKkoe NpaBUTenbCTBO Typuum NpeacTaBasno yrposy camomy
cywiecTBoBaHUiO KOHCTaHTUMHOMNONILCKOro [laTpuapxaTa, AUWKMBLIErocs
MOryyero 3awuTHMKa B Juue uMmnepaTtopckon Poccun. [Npuxoamnochb
NCKaTb Moadep>XKu u rnomownm Ha 3anage. He 3annatmn nm 3a 3TO
MeTakcakuc NpuHATMEM 3aMafgHoOro KaseHnapa? BrnosnHe BeposATHO.

Tak UM nHa4ve, OH He OOCTUI CBOEW LLeJIN: HOBbI CTWUJIb HE BbITECHW
cobol0 LUEpPKOBHOrO KajlleHgapsa W He npuBen K obbeanHeHu ¢
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WHOCNaBHbIMW. HO oaunH pe3ynbTaT Obl onpefeneHHO [OCTUrHYT, a
WMEHHO rAybokun u gnuTenbHbin pa3gop B lNpasocnasHon Llepkeu. Cam
MeneTunin, ymmpasa My4mTebHOW CMEPTbIO, FTOPbKO COXXaJsiesal 0 TOM, YTO OH
«packoson LlepkoBb» HOBbIM CTUJIEM.

lopbKKue BCxoabl pa3gopa
HekoTopble 06BUHAIOT MEHS B «U3JINLLUHEN IMOLMOHANIbHOCTU», C KaKon A
3allMLal0 LEePKOBHbLIM KasleHA4apb U NPU3biBald K €ro BOCCTAaHOBJIEHMIO.
Ho obcTaHOBKa, B KOTOpPOW OKa3a/MCb MNpaBOC/iaBHble B pe3yJibTaTe
KaneHpgapHon pedopMbl, COBEPLUEHHO HeMbIC/IMMas. NMPoXoXXnn CnpocuT
BacC rae-Hnbyab B Jloc-AHp)Kenece: «CKakuTe, cerogHs npasgHuk?» - u
4yTo Bbl eMy oTBeTuTe? «[lloHMMaeTe NN, KakKasd CNOXHOCTb: Y OAHUX
MpPaBOC/IaBHbIX ele npoaos/m»KaeTcs YCNeHCKUA nocT, a apyrue B
HEKOTOPOM pofe y>Ke OoTrnpa3fgHoBann YCneHue...»?
B paBHOM Mepe HeMmbicanMo, 4Tobbl enunckon, obbe3)xas npuxonbl
enapxuu, npmcnocabnmeancs K TOMy UM MHOMY KajlleHOapto, NPUHATOMY
B TOM WAM WHOM MecTe. A KOe-KOMYy W3 ernuckornoB MNpuxoanTcsa
coBepllaTbh LEepKOBHbIE MpPa3fgHUKM U TOp>KeCcTBa ABa pa3a: No HOBOMY
CTWIO W No CcTapoMy. He C/AUWKOM-TO BAOXHOBASAKWUA MpuMep
yBaXKeHUs K LLepKOBHOMY YCTaBy, a MOMpPoCTy CcKka3aTb - besymue.

Y10 pmanbwe?

Cnopbl 0 KaneHpgape NPMYMHAIOT HaM MHOIro Bpeaa u 6onu. Yxe
CaM 3TOT (paKT ACHO roBOPUT O TOM, YTO KaJsieHaapHylo pedopmy
NPoBOAUTL ObINIO HeNb3A

Cnopbl 0 KaneHgape NPUYUHAKT HaM MHOro Bpena un 6onn. Y>xe cam 3T0T
haKT SACHO roBOPUT O TOM, YTO KasieHAAPHY pedopMy NMpPoBOAUTbL ObIIO
HeNnb3s - No KpanHen Mepe, B TOM BuAe, Kak oHa 6blna nposefeHa.
nobno n ueHto CeaweHHoe MNpepnaHne LlepkBn 1 LEPKOBHbIN KaneH[apb
KaK HeoTbeMJ/IEMYIO W Ba)XHEWLYK ero 4acTb; HO s Mo-Apyromy 6ol
OTHeccs K HOBOMY CTWO, ecanm 6bl oH 6bln ycTaHoBeH COBOpHbIM
nopagkomMm, Bcemum [lomecTHbIMM  LlepkBamMu 1 NpaBOC/aBHbIMU
ennckonamu. 3Toro, ogHaKo, He NPOn30LUJIO.
B KaneHpapHOM BOMpoce eCTb TPpU aJibTEPHATUBBI:
1. BO3BPATUTbLCA K LLEPKOBHOMY KaJleHOaplo CTaporo CTunsg;
2. NpUHATL pedopmy nansl Fpuropus, ¢ nMkemnagaumen NeTposa NocTa,
co casurom MNacxu, ¢ obHoBEH4YeCTBOM NaTpuapxa Menetumsa u c
npeHebpexxeHmnem peweHmnamm Tpex NpasocniaBHbIXx CobOpOB;
3. 0CTaTbCA, KaK CerogHs, AByMs rpyrnnamMmm NpaBoCAaBHbIX XPUCTUAH,
KOTOpble He MOryT BMeCcTe coBepLlaTb LepKOBHbIe Npa3aHNKN.
MHe coBepleHHO $ACHO, Kakasf u3 3TUX asibTepHaTuB npuemsieMa C
LLEePKOBHOM TOYKWU 3pEHUS, a Kakme HeT. HagelcCb, YTO ACHO U BaM.
[IpoTonepevi AnekcaHap Jiebenes
XKypHas «PycCckuv nactblpb»
lepeBes ¢ aHrAMNCKOro nepomoHax Makapuv (MapkuL)
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ST. KUKSHA OF ODESSA, HOLY ELDER AND CONFESSOR

OF OUR TIMES

St. Kuksha (in the world, Kosma Velitchko) was born on January 12, 1875 in the village of
Arbuzinka Kherson region, Nikolaev Province. His parents were the pious and Christ-loving
Kirill and Kharitina Velitchko. In her youth, Kharitina dreamt of becoming a nun, but at her
parents’ insistence, married. Nevertheless, she prayed to God that one of her children would
fulfill her dream and enter the monastic life. This prayer was answered in her boy Kosma,
who from childhood loved prayerful solitude and study of Holy Scripture.

St. Kuksha (in the world, Kosma Velitchko) was born on January 12, 1875 in the village of
Arbuzinka Kherson region, Nikolaev Province. His parents were the pious and Christ-loving
Kirill and Kharitina Velitchko. In her youth, Kharitina dreamt of becoming a nun, but at her
parents’ insistence, married. Nevertheless, she prayed to God that one of her children would
fulfill her dream and enter the monastic life. This prayer was answered in her boy Kosma,
who from childhood loved prayerful solitude and study of Holy Scripture.

In 1896, with his parents’ blessing, Kosma went to Mt. Athos, and was received as a novice at
the Russian Monastery of St. Panteleimon.

In 1897, Kosma received a blessing from his abbot to make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
Here Kuksha would receive mysterious signs of the grace he would bear in the future. At the
pool of Siloam in Jerusalem, many childless women were trying to be the first one to step in,
because this was known to bring healing of barrenness. But the youth Kuksha happened to
fall in before them all, which the women took jestingly as a sign that he would have many
children—only these would in fact be spiritual children.

Again, in the Church of the Resurrection of Christ in Jerusalem, another sign was shown. At
the Lord’s Sepulcher, as he was venerating, the central oil lamp suddenly spilled its oil all
over him. The pilgrims there all crowed around to wipe the oil from the youth and anoint
themselves with it as a blessing.
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A year later, Kosma would return to the Holy Land and be worthy of an obedience at the
Lord’s Sepulchre for a year and a half. Later St. Kuksha would tell his spiritual children that
no matter where he was, in prison or anywhere else, he was mentally always at the Lord’s
tomb.

Kosma was soon tonsured a ryassaphore monk with the name Konstantine, and on March
23, 1904 he was tonsured a monk, with the name Ksenofont. The young monk would remain
on the Holy Mountain in obedience and prayer, learning the monastic life from the anchorite
elder Melchisidek. Later the saint would recall, “I had may obedience (monastic work) till
midnight, and at one in the morning I would run to the desert to elder Melchisedek to learn
prayer.”

One day as they were standing in prayer, the elder and his spiritual son heard a wedding
party coming toward the cell-horses trampling, accordions, singing, laughter, and whistling.
“Father, how could there be a wedding party here?” asked monk Konstantine. “Guests are
coming, we have to go out and meet them,” answered the elder.

The elder took his cross, holy water, prayer rope, and went out of the cell to sprinkle holy
water all around. Singing the troparion to the Theophany he blessed four directions with the
cross, and the riotous noise ceased.

Monk Ksenofont had very little education but he knew the entire Gospels and Psalter by
heart. He sang the Church services also from memory, and never made a mistake. There on
Mt. Athos, the monk progressed greatly in the monastic and spiritual life.

St. Panteleimon’s Monastery

But in 1913 the time came for him to return to his homeland, against his own will. The
Greeks were sending many Russian monks away, and he was among them. At first Fr.
Ksenofont declared to his elder that he wanted to die on the Holy Mountain, but the wise
anchorite replied that it was God’s will for him to return to Russia for the salvation of souls
there, and revealed to him another sign of God’s special blessing.



The elder led him out of the cell and said, “Do you want to see how the elements submit
themselves to man?” “I do, father,” the monk replied. “Then look,” said the elder and made
the sign of the cross over the darkened sky and it become bright. Then he made the sign of
the cross again and the sky peeled back to reveal the Lord in His glory, surrounded by hosts
of angels and all the saints. Monk Ksenofont covered his face with his hands and fell to the
ground. “Father, I'm terrified!”

Then the elder told him not to fear and bade him rise, only to see the sky as it usually was,
now filled with stars. This vision would later strengthen Fr. Kuksha in his sorrowful life of
prison, exile, and persecution.

In 1913, the athonite monk settled in the Kiev Caves Holy Dormition Lavra. During the First
World War, in 1914 he served as a nurse on the Kiev-Lvov train; after returning to the Lavra
he was given the obedience of tending the relics in the far caves.

Fr. Ksenofont wanted very much to receive the Great Monastic Schema, and on April 8, 1931
he was tonsured with the name Kuksha in honor of Hieromartyr Kuksha, whose relics are in
the Near Caves.

On April 3, 1934, Fr. Kuksha was ordained a hierodeacon, and on May 3 of the same year, he
was ordained a hieromonk. After the communist authorities closed the Kiev Caves Lavra, Fr.
Kuksha served until 1938 in Kiev at the church on Voskresenskaya Slobodka. It took great
courage to serve as a priest in those times. In 1938, Fr. Kuksha began eight years of difficult
struggle as a confessor of the faith: he was sentenced to 5 years in the camps in Vilma in
Molotov Reglon (now called the Perm region, in the Urals) and after that, to 3 years of ex1le
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In the camps Fr. Kuksha had to work fourteen hours a day in exhausting physical labor as a
logger on very sparse food rations. He was in his sixties at the time. Accustomed to hard
work and deprivations, he bore it patiently, always giving moral support to the other
prisoners.

In the camps, God did not abandon him. Fr. Kuksha recalled, “It was Pascha. I was so weak
and hungry that the wind could knock me down. But the sun was shining, the birds were
singing, and the snow was beginning to melt. I walked around the camp next to the barbed
wire, impossibly wanting to eat, and on the other side of the barbed wire the cook was
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carrying from the kitchen to the guard’s cafeteria a baking sheet piled high with pirogues
(pies). The ravens were flying over them. I pleaded, ‘Oh raven, raven, you fed the Prophet
Elias in the wilderness; bring me too a piece of pirogue.” Suddenly I heard a ‘Caaww’ above
my head and a pirogue fell at my feet—a raven had stolen it from the cook’s pan. I picked up
the pirogue from the snow, thanked God as I wept, and staved my hunger.”

Fr. Kuksha was released from prison camp in the spring of 1943, on the feast of Holy Great-
martyr George the Trophy-bearer. He was sent into exile in a little village near the town of
Kungura in Solikamsk Region (the northern Perm Region). With the blessing of the bishop of
Solikamsk, he often served in the neighboring village church. People were drawn to him as
they are drawn in the night to a lighted lamp.

In 1947 his exile ended, and his eight years of spiritual struggle as a confessor of the faith
came to a close. In all that time, nothing had separated the Elder from the “love of God”
(Rom. 8:39), and, as a valiant warrior of Christ he emerged from that terrible battle
victorious.

Kiev Caves Lavra

In 1947 Fr. Kuksha returned to the Kiev Caves Lavra, and was received by the brethren with
great joy. Now not only experienced in monasticism but also tried in the fire of suffering and
sorrows, Fr. Kuksha served the people as a spiritual father and elder—strengthening their
faith in those difficult times and healing them both physically and spiritually with his
prayers. It was just as in the Lord’s Sepulcher when the crowds came to be healed by the
grace-filled oil that poured from him.

And there were many miracles of healing that came through elder Kuksha’s prayers. He was
also clairvoyant, and could see people’s most secret thoughts, counseling and healing them
with great spiritual discernment. He never judged anyone for their sins, but would always
say, “I myself am a sinner and I love sinners. There isn’t a person on earth that has never
sinned. Only the Lord is without sin, but we are sinful.”

The God-hating regime continually harassed the worthy one of God. He was constantly
watched and persecuted. The authorities did not want him in Kiev, and in 1951 Fr. Kuksha
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was transferred to the Holy Dormition Pochaev Lavra. There he stood by the miraculous icon
of the Pochaev Mother of God as the brothers and pilgrims venerated it, and bore the
obedience of hearing confessions.

One day a communist general dressed in civilian clothes came to the monastery to look at the
well-known Fr. Kuksha, out of curiosity. The elder called him over and spoke with him
privately. When they were done, the general walked away completely pale. “Who is that
man? How does he know everything? He exposed my entire life!”
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St. Kuksha of Odessa

One spiritual daughter wanted to know what it was like when Fr. Kuksha served the Liturgy.
“One day,” she related, “I came to the caves church when Fr. Kuksha was serving the Divine
Liturgy. I immediately felt my soul was very close to God, as if there were nothing but God
and me. With every proclamation by Fr. Kuksha my soul rose higher, and such grace filled it,
as if I were standing before the Face of God in heaven. My soul felt pure as a child,
extraordinarily bright, light, and joyful. Not a single other thought distracted me from God. I
remained in that state to the end of the Liturgy.” After the Liturgy, when the woman saw
elder Kuksha he looked deep into her eyes to see the state of her soul. She understood that
the elder had given her this gift of experiencing the blessedness that he always felt when
celebrating Divine Liturgy.

Also concerning the Liturgy, Fr. Kuksha told people never to approach the chalice with
money, for this likens them to Judas.

At the end of April 1957, during Passion Week, the Elder was transferred to the Monastery of
St. John the Theologian in Kreschatik, Chernigov Diocese.
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Life in the little Monastery of St. John the Theologian was very peaceful and simple. Elder
Kuksha’s arrival at the monastery had a beneficial effect on it, reviving the life of the
brethren. As sheep hurry after their shepherd no matter where he might lead them, the good
shepherd’s spiritual children streamed to the peaceful monastery of the Apostle of love.

In the early 1960s, the devil unleashed a new wave of persecution upon the Church. A new
generation of militant atheist rulers with Nikita Khuschev at the head closed churches,
monasteries and religious schools. Elder Kuksha was universally revered and loved by the
people and was a great authority in their eyes. This provoked in the atheist regime a fierce
hatred toward him. He was again transferred, and the monastery of St. John was closed.
Shortly before the dissolution of the monastery, Fr. Kuksha was in the altar of the Holy
Protection Church during a Liturgy. Suddenly, a candle fell from a candle stand and onto the
Table of Oblation, where it set fire to the aer,* and to the chalice and paten covers. The fire
was immediately put out, but Fr. Kuksha exclaimed, “The enemy is driving me out of here as
well.” That soon came to pass.

In 1960, the Chernovits Convent was shut down. The nuns were transferred to the men’s
Monastery of St. John the Theologian in the village of Kreschatik , while the monks were
moved to the Pochaev Lavra. The Prior, Archimandrite Mikhail (in schema, Mitrophan), was
appointed to a parish not far from the village of Kreschatik , and Fr. Kuksha was assigned to
the Holy Dormition Men’s Monastery in Odessa .

On July 19, 1960, the Elder arrived at the Holy Dormition Monastery in Odessa , where he
was to spend the final four years of his spiritual struggle.

Holy Dormition Monastery in Odessa

Fr. Kuksha loved God’s church, and tried to attend all of the Divine Services at the
monastery. The Elder would get up very early in the morning, read his prayer rule, and
strove to receive Communion every day. He loved to serve the Liturgy, especially the early
Liturgy; he used to say that the early Liturgy was for spiritual strugglers, while the late
Liturgy was for fasters.

Although the authorities forbade people from visiting the Holy Elder, they were not deprived
of his spiritual help from him here either. Growing ever feebler physically, he was given a
novice-cell attendant to take care of him. But the elder would say, “We are our own novices
until our very death,” and rarely asked for help.
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One day the elder with a joyful countenance told his spiritual daughter, “The Mother of God
wants to take me to Herself.” In October of 1964, Fr. Kuksha fell and broke his hip. He lay on
the cold ground and caught a cold, which tuned into pneumonia. He never took medicine,
but only asked for daily Holy Communion.

The blessed spiritual struggler foresaw his end. Schemanun A., one of his spiritual children,
recalled, “Batiushka would sometimes say, ‘Ninety years, and Kuksha will no longer be. He
will be buried quickly, quickly; they will take their little shovels and bury him.” This was
exactly how it happened. He reposed at 2:00 a.m. on December 24, 1964. By 2:00 p.m. the
same day, a cross was already standing over the mounded earth of his grave. He was about
90 years of age at the time of his death.”

Fearing that a funeral would draw a great flood of people, the authorities objected to having
Fr. Kuksha buried at the Monastery; they demanded that his body be taken to the place of his
birth. However, with divine inspiration, the Monastery Abbot responded, “For a monk, the
monastery is his homeland, the place of his birth.” The authorities set a two-hour time limit
in which to bury him.

Fr. Kuksha said before his death that all were to come to his grave and tell him their sorrows
and needs as if he were alive. And truly, many who came to his grave received help and
healing.

Here are just two examples. “In autumn of 1993,” recalls one spiritual daughter, “I came to
the grave of elder Kuksha and saw there a large group of people who had come from
Moldavia. They told me that one woman had a serious disease of the stomach. Having taken
earth from the elder’s grave, she pressed it to her stomach and fell asleep. When she awoke
she felt healed. Another woman from Odessa was healed of cancer.”

Elder Kuksha, among us on earth only recently, is one of such Russian great Russian saints
as St. Seraphim of Sarov and the Elders of Optina and Glinsk, who in recent centuries have
illumined the world with the light of love, patience, and compassion. He was an exemplary
monk, a spiritual father with the gifts of discernment, clairvoyance, and healing, and a new
confessor in the times of persecution against the Church in Russia.
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In 1995, Elder Kuksha was included in the list of monastic saints by the Holy Synod of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church. Besides on this day of his repose, St. Kuksha is commemorated

on September 16/29—the day of the uncovering of his holy relics.
Compiled from Azbuka.ru and the website of the Church of St. John the Baptist,
Washington, DC.
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1 The ornamented cloth held over the chalice during parts of the Liturgy.
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