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IIEPKOBb CBT. HOAHHA IIIAHXAVICKOI'O
ST JOHN’S RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
Military Road, Colchester, Essex CO1 2AN

His Holiness Kyrill, Patriarch of Moscow and All the Russias
Most Rev. Metropolitan Hilarion, First Hierarch of the Church Outside Russia
Very Rev. Mark, Archbishop of the British Isles and Ireland

For this newsletter in electronic form: www.orthodoxengland.org.uk/zchurchnews.htm
Hcnosensn / Confession and Contact: o. Auapeti / Fr Andrew: T: 01394 273820 /

E: frandrew anglorus@yahoo.co.uk / W: www.orthodoxengland.org.uk

Pycckass n Ykpaunckas Illkona, Tearp u Pucoanmne / Russian and Ukrainian School,
Drama and Drawing Classes: Sophia Bown: safi@mail.ru

Bockpecnas Illkona / Sunday School: Mary Kisliakova: mary0170@yahoo.com

Cropox / Caretaker: Paul Hopkins, 69, Military Road
Youtube:http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rE2T2sY Ty8s

Pacnucanue oorocayv:kennid / Timetable of Services

Friday 1 July
5.30 pm: Vigil for St John of Shanghai, the Wonderworker / BcenonHoe 6ienne HakaHyHE

npasnuuka cBT. Moanna Illanxaiickoro, 4y1oTBOpIia

Saturday 2 July: Patronal Feast / IIpecronbhblii npa3aauk: St John of Shanghai / /lenn
namsaTu Cet. Moanna lllanxaiickoro

10.00 am: Hours, Liturgy and Procession (Blessing of Water at 8.30 am). Meal in Hall /
Yacsl, boxecTBeHHast TuTyprus U KpecTHbId X011 (B 8.30 — manoe ocsiieHue Bosl). O0mas
Tparesa.

3.00 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6aenue

Sunday 3 July
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u BoxxectBennas Jlutyprus

Saturday 9 July
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6enue

Sunday 10 July
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxectBennas Jlutyprus



mailto:safi@mail.ru
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rE2T2sYTy8s

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE NEXT SERVICE AFTER SUNDAY 10 JULY IS ON
SATURDAY 6 AUGUST. IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, PLEASE CONTACT ME ON
00 33 240 283 791

CIEAYIOUIEE BOT'OCHYXXEHUWE ITOCJIE 10 HIOJIA COCTOUTCA B

CYBBOTY 6 ABI'YCTA. B CIVUAE KPAUHEN HEOBXOJINMMOCTH 3BOHUTE
MHE HA HOMEP 00 33 240 283 791

Saturday 6 August
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomnoe 6neHue

Sunday 7 August
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boskecTBeHHast TUTYprust

Saturday 13 August
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomuoe 6enue

Sunday 14 August
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u bojkecTBeHHast TUTYprust

Thursday 18 August
5.30 pm: Vigil of the Transfiguration of Our Lord / BceHomntHoe 6eHue npa3aHuka
[Ipeobpaxenus ['ocnogus

Friday 19 August: The Transfiguration / IIpeo0pasxxenue I'ocionne
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxectBennas nutyprusi. Blessing of apples
and fruit / OcBsmenue 610K U PPyKTOB.

Saturday 20 August
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomuoe 6xenue

Sunday 21 August
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxkecTBeHHast TUTYprus

Saturday 27 August
5.30 pm: Vigil of the Dormition of the Mother of God / Bcenomnnoe 6ieHue nmpa3aHuka
VYenenus [pecBsitoit boropoauiis

Sundayv 28 August: The Dormition of the Mother of God / Ycnenne IlpecBsaToit

boropoanunt
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxecTBeHHast TUTYprust

Baptisms in June:

4 June: Iyan Ralitsov Enev

11 June: Nikolai Ursu (No. 200)
11 June: Ana Pitigoi

11 June: Paula Pitigoi



18 June: Maxim Ulitin
18 June: Denis Karklins
18 June: Kirill Kovaliev

Church News

Relic of St Anna, the mother of the Mother of God

Our Italian friend Angelo Sancassini has kindly donated to us a small relic of St Anne, which
has been passed down in his family for generations. It is in the right hand relic chest in the
Church. May God bless you for your generosity!

Thank you to Dan
We would like to thank Dan, our Romanian singer, who has a steam-cleaning business. On

mid-June he spent many hours cleaning all the Church carpets for us. We are very grateful to
him.

Painting of Doors
We had the three sets of double blue front doors of the Church repainted this month

New Church in Norwich
On Wednesday 29 June Fr Andrew hired a lorry and went to Norwich to set up the iconostasis
in the new church there. The first service should be held in August.

New Floor?

In June we had a company look at the Church floor. They believe that beneath the old plastic
tiles (400 square metres) there is a lovely wooden floor. If there is, it would cost £12,000 to
have the old tiles taken up and the floor restored. Any ideas or suggestions?

Church Gardens

We have again received several compliments on the gardens. Please go and thank our
caretaker and gardener, Paul Hopkins and his wife Jean at No 69 (opposite the Church). They
deserve it!

Baptisms in June:

4 June: Iyan Ralitsov Enev

11 June: Nikolai Ursu (No. 200)
11 June: Ana Pitigoi

11 June: Paula Pitigoi

18 June: Maxim Ulitin

18 June: Denis Karklins

18 June: Kirill Kovaliev

«MATEPDb BOXKUA MEHA INEPEKPECTHJIA»

Buxmop qepeaHLllleHKO

Bom yorce 6 meuenue mnoeux nem 6 pamkax npoexma « Onu 3awuwiaru Omeuecmeor Cepeeti
Tanuyxuii cobupaem pacckaszvl U C8UOEMENIbCMBA YYACMHUKOS ADeaHCKOU U KABKAZCKUX


http://www.pravoslavie.ru/94514.html

B0EHHBIX KaMnanuti. Yoice evluinu mpu yacmu Knueu «H3 cmepmu 6 dHcUsHb...», 8 KOmMopbix
cobpanvl 0ocmosepHbvle ceudemenvcmea nomowu boowcuen nawum eounam. Ilpeocmasnsem

HAUUM YUmamensim oOHO U3 MaKux CéUOemenbCme.

Cepeeu I anuyxutl

Ot cocraBuUTENS

Becnoit 2012 roma st B mepBbIid pa3 yCHIbIail 00 YIUBUTEILHOM COOBITHH: B HOUb ¢ 10 Ha 11
mas 1986 roma B Kabyne, B pacnonoxkennn 103-it muBm3um BJ/IB, mnpousomnuio
spienue [IpecpsaToii boroponuiel. TloBeputh MHE B 3TO ObUIO O4YeHB TpymHO. [locymure

caMH: MHE paccKaszalld, YTO IPOCTOMY COBETCKOMY COJIIaTy-IAeCaHTHHUKY HpsSMO repen 6oem
seinach Cama Ilpecsaras boropoauma n GmarocnoBuina ero! A uepe3 HECKOJIBKO YacoB B
cTpamHOM 0010 crapimnHa Bukrop UepemHWYEHKO HE MPOCTO BBIKWII — OH CIac CBOHMX
TOBapHUIIEH U CTaJl €AMHCTBEHHBIM coigatoM 103-ii nuBu3um B/IB, ymocTO€HHBIM BbICHIEH
6oeBoii Harpaabl CoBetckoro Coro3a — opaena boesoro KpacHoro 3namenu.

Heckonpko mMecseB g He MO 3anucarh paccka3 Bukropa Uepe HUUEHKO O TOM, YTO UMEHHO
TOIZIa MPOM30ILIO B MajaTke B TpU 4yaca HOYM. OOCTOATENbCTBA CKIIAIBIBAINCH TaK, 4TO
HUKaKH€ MOM YCWIUS HE MpUBOJWIM K pe3ynbrary. Ho korma ko MHe yxke crajio
HIO/IKPaJIbIBAaThCSl YHBIHHE, BCE YCTPOMIIOCH Kak Obl camo co0oif. M mpous3omnuio 3To B A€Hb
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npa3anuka Ycenenusi [Ipecssrtoir boroponuisr — 28 aBrycra 2012 roga. 3amuch pacckasa
Buxrtopa Yepennunuenko caenan HacenbHUK CBsito-IlanTenenmonoBa MoHacThipss CBATOM
T'opbr Adon 1o 671arocI0BEHUIO TyXOBHUKA MOHACTHIPSI HepoMOHaxa Maxkapusi.

S munib mpeaACTaBJIsII0 CBUACTCIILCTBO BPIKTOpa 00 3TOM COOBITHH.

*kk

Pacckazvieaem cmapuwuna Bukmop Muxaiinoeuy Yepeonuuenro:

— B Adranucran ciryxuth s iornan B 1984 roxy. [lepen aTum mpormen Kypcehl maparroTHCTOB,
MIOTOM TPH C MOJIOBUHOM Mecsia ciayxui B @eprane B 7-i pasBenpore yuebHnoro monka B/IB.
N3 @epranel Hac, BOCBMEPBIX pa3BEIUMKOB, CpPOYHO IIOCJIAJIM OCBAaWBaTh HOBBIE
OpoHUpOBaHHbIE MamMHBI — TaHku T-62]] (Mogudukanms tanka T-62, ocHaieHHas
KOMITJIEKCOM aKTUBHOU 3amuThl «J[po3m». [IpuHsaT Ha Boopyxkenue B 1983 rogy. — Peo.). A
noroM otnpasuwin B Kabym, B 103-10 nuBuzuio BJIB, B oTaenbHBII TaHKOBBIHN 6aTaiboH.

B Adranucrane s HOCTOSHHO olry1an nomous boxsio. Ho Obl10 3TO HE 10 MOUM KaKUM-TO
3aciayraM, a nmo MonuTBaM Moeil Mmambl. Korna s Obln ManeHbKUM, Mama, KOIja 3ax0o1uiia B
KOMHaTy, BCErJa KpecTuiaa Hac ¢ CeCTpoil. A cecTpa y MeHs Obula B IKoje komcoprom. OHa
BOo3MyIlIanachk: «Mama, uro Tbl fenaemb?!» IloMHIO: Mama MEHsS NEPEKpECTUT, U MHE Ha
nyuie crokoifHelt. Ilepen TeM, kak MHe yXoAuTh B AdraHucraH, Mama Jiajga MHE HallUCaHHYIO
Ha OyMa)kke MOJNUTBY. Sl ee XpaHIO 10 cuUX MOp. A BOT KpecTHKOB B AdraHucraHe uz-3a
3aMIIOJINTOB MBI HE HOCHJIM.

Co BTOpOro ynapa asepb BbiBajauiach. U TyT CJIbIIIy HEMOHATHBIN IETY0K!
Oka3anoch, 4YTO «IyXU» NOCTABUJIU PACTIKKY

[Ipex e Bcero, s1 BCIIOMUHATO JIBA CITy4asi, KOTJa sl TOYHO JOJDKCH OBbLT MOTHOHYTh. OHAMXKIBI
MBI o Ha Bapaar. Menst mocnanu npoeputh kunuiak. Co muoi 0611 [letp Kopabnés. A
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HofoIIe K JBEpsIM, TONKHYT — 3akpbIThl. Kak W mojokeHo Oompomy U (QHU3HUECKU
3I0pOBOMY JI€CAaHTHHUKY, 51 THYJ B ABepb Horoil. Co BTOporo yaapa ABepb BbIBaiwiIach. U Tyt
CHIBINLY HENMOHSTHBIN miemyok! Oxa3anoch, UTO «IyXW» THOCTaBWIM pacTskKKy. lleTs Toxe
YCIBIIIA 3TOT IIETYOK, XOTS CTOSUI METPax B YeThIpeX OT ABepu. OH MPBITHYI, COMIT MEHS C
HOT ¥ Hakpbul co0o0il. B3psiB!.. [IoTOM BBISICHUIIOCH, YTO Mame B 3TOT JE€Hb CHUJIOCH, YTO S
IPUILENT JOMOH M nocTydancst B okHO. OHa MpOCHYNach, OTKPhIBAET OKHO. A TaM CTOIO s: 0e3
HOT, HO kuBOH. [Ipudem Buiena oHa MEHS Kak Oy/ITO HasBY...

9 mas 1986 rona k Ham B nuBu3uio npuexan Mocud Ko63on. Ilocne BHICTYIUIEHUS 51 BBILIET
Ha CIICHY, TMOapuil eMy MaHamy, moxain pyky. O B Mukpodon rosoput: «B Coroze, ecnu
npuzeTe Ha MO KOHLEpT, ckaxkute maponb “Kabyn”. Bac mpomyctsat OecrutatHo». U
JNENCTBUTENBHO, Yepe3 MATHAALATH JIET 5 MPULIEN Ha €ro KOHLEPT, CKa3all Napojib — U MEHS
nporycTrin. OH OKa3ajcs 4elT0BEKOM, KOTOPBIH CII0OB Ha BeTep He Opocaer.

[locne koHLEpTa MBI IPULUIN B NAJIATKY, JeNIU. [ utapa, necHu... Mbl OTCIIyKUJIM YK€ JBa
rona, yxxe nemoens. Ho yexarb s moka He MoOr — jkJajl napTOuiera, KOTOPBIA, MCXOIS U3
OMbITa APYTMX BCTYNABIIUMX B HapTHIO B AdraHucraHe, JOKEH ObUI NPUHTH TOJBKO B
aBrycre.

TyT B manatky 3axOOuT KamuTaH SpeHKo, HaYalbHUK MOJUTOTAENAa TMoika. [OBOpHUT:
«Bukrtop, TyT Takas cuTyauus... Maem Ha BOIiHY, Hy)XHbI 1Ba nemoOens». OTBeuaro:
«ToBapumr kanutan! I1aBen ['paueB, kKoMaHTUP AUBU3HM, CKa3ail: jAemoOenel He Oparb!» He
MOTy OOBSCHUTH MOYEMY, HO O4YeHb 4acTo Tubnu uMeHHo aemOens. (Mo 3emisik, Cara
Kopuuenko, 10 anpens 1986 roga Hammcan Mame MUCbMO, 4TO 18 ampens oH JOKEeH OBITh
noMa. TyT — cpounas BoiiHa. OH nomen u noru6. Ockolok monan npsaMo B cepie. [pummen
rpo0, ero MOXOPOHUIHU. A MOTOM YK€ MPHIILIO €ro MUCHMO. . .)

Kanuran 6e3 cioB pa3BepHyscs u codpaincs yxoautb. Ho ToT, kTo BoeBan B Adranucrane,
3HAET, YTO y KaXJOro TaMm ObUI ONpeAesieHHbIH aBTOpUTET. M eciu KTo-TO, MPUKPHIBASICH
00JI€3HBIO0 WJIM €Ille YEM-TO, YBUJIMBAE€T OT BOWHBI, TO €r0 He yBakatoT. [loaToMy BIOTOHKY
cnpamuBato kanurana: «[ne Oyner onepauusn?» OH pa3BepHyiics U roBopuT: «Tawm, rae TBoi
3emisik oru0, Kopanenko. Ha Yupukapey. U s moHs1, 9TO0 cMaloAyIIHUYaTh, OTKa3aThCs —
9TO 3HAYUT MpenaTh mamsATh cBoero apyra. [oBopro kanutany: «S moiay». On: «Hamo eme
omHoro». OrnmsiHyncs — Bce peOsta B majarke mon4ar... M tyr Cama CaHuUKOBUY W3
benopyccuu roBoput: «5 ¢ T060# MOHTY».

Houbto ¢ 10 na 11 mas 1986 roma mMHe cHUTCA COH: s Oery W By mamy. OHa ener Ha
«Bonre» ¢ moeli cectpoil. S mbITaroch WX AOrHATH U Kpuuy: «Mawma, mamal..» A OHU enyT
Janblie, He ciablmar MeHs. TYT s CIOTHIKAaIOCh, Majal0 M pa3douBato cebe BcE nuio. Bes
YeJoCTh ¢ 3y0aMu najgaeT MHe B pykd. KpoBb sbercs... Sl nmpocHyiics, mocMOTpen Ha 4achl:
3 yaca Houu. [lpumna uverkas Mbiciab: «Bc€, ato Oynmer mos mocienHsst BoiHa. S Tam
OCTaHyCh...» 1 TyT ke mogyman: «3X, Kak Obl XOTEJIOCh MAMY YBUJETh...»

Bapyr 3amaraJjace, 3ameBeJMiIach NaJaTka — M BXOAUT 7KeHIIUHA B TEMHO-

(l)I/IO.]'IeTOBOM MOHAIIECKOM OJ€AHHNHU
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Bnpyr 3amaranace, 3amieBenuiach mnajatka. ¥ MEeHs aX Mypallku 1o Koxe modexanu. U Tyt
B maysarky BXoAuT JKeHIMHA B TEMHO-()MOJETOBOM MOHAIIECKOM OfaesHUU. HeBeposTHO
KpacuBas, HE MOTYy JaK€ OIHUCcaTh, HACKOJIBKO KpacuBas. JTo ObLIa Kakas-To ocobas,
BHYTPEHHsII KpacoTa. B Hell HEXHOCTb, J000Bb... JKeHIMHA HE CKa3ala HU CJOBa.
[Tomomna k Moei mocTenu, nepeKkpecTHsia MeHst OuH pa3. Sl cMoTpro el B ma3a, OHa Toxe
CMOTPUT MHE B mia3za. Brtopoii pa3 MeHsa mepekpectwia. A crnpaBa or MeHs cnan Kocrts
HleBuyk. S ero Oyxy, roBopio: «Koctsi, boropoauna, boxxbs Mareps npunial» OH miaza
OTKpBLI, MOCMOTpeN, HUKoro He yBuaen. M rosoput: «Buts, Tebe e Ha BOIHY CKOpO.
Jloxuce, cnu...» JKeHIMHa moOcCTOsIa HEMHOIO, NEpEeKpecThiaa MeHs B TpeTuil pa3. U
TUXOHBKO, KaK ObI IUIBIBS, BBILIUIA U3 MAJIATKH.

VY Mens Ha ayme obGneryenue. S moHs, yto g Oymy >kuTh. A yepe3 30 MHHYT 3amien
MOCBIIBHBIA U ToBOpUT: «Bukrtop, BcraBaiite! Mnem Ha omepauuto». M Ml mounun Ha
Yupuxkap. ..

B xononne 6su10 40 enunun texuuku. Bnepenu men BTC (OponupoBanHblil Tray. — Peo.),
3a HUM 1u1a passenka. [lorom — komanaup porsl Yepubimes. Cienom 3a YepHbmEBbIM — 5. C
HamH enie Toraa 6su1 bouapoB, 3aMecTuTeNnh KOMaHupa TUBU3UH.

3aexamum B cam Yupukap. U Bapyr y meHs cxkamock u EkHyno cepmaie. OOb9HO ocoboe
NeMOeJIbCKOe YYBCTBO MEHS He momBomuio. S moHsut: ceiyac 4to-to Oymer. M Tyt
MPOUCXOAUT MOAPhIB mepBoil mamuHbl! I[loyTw cpa3dy Bcienm 3a 3TUM NOAOPBAIM U

alry KOJIOHHY INIOTHO 3a’KaJIi B KUIILJIaKe.

MMOCJICAHIOO MAIINHY. HOJ’Iy‘-II/IJ'IOCB, YTO BCIO H
X B 'r;,% % ——

< = 4.8

Y Hac JBa «JIByXCOTBIX», JIBa «TPEXCOTHIX» (YOUTHIC U paHeHble. — Ped.). [1o paruu BbI3BaIN
BeproiieT. «Bepryuika» HauyMHaAeT caauThCs NpSIMO B mocenke. M B 3TOT MOMEHT y MeHs
orsITh EKHYNO cepate! S, XoTh 1 ObLT KOMAHTUPOM TaHKA, MIEPECENl Ha MECTO 3apsKAIOIICTO,
k JAIIK (xpynmHOKanuOepHsIit myneMerT. — Peo.). HaBomunky roBopro: «HaBeau mymiky Ha TO
MECTO, KyJla CaZluTCs BEpTOieT». TaM psaoM Obut ayBasl. HaBoq4HK MyIiky Ha HETO HaBedl.



Hauancs Taxoii HeBeposATHBIH 00cTpeJ co Becex ctopon! HenmonsitHo, rae cBou, rae
qyyKHe...

Beproner 3abpan yOMTHIX M paHEHBIX M CTajJ MOJHMMAaThcs BBepX. W TyT u3-3a nqyBajna
BbIcOBBIBaeTCsl TpeHOXKHHK ¢ JIIIIK m HaumHaeT wenuThCs NPSIMO B JIOOOBOE CTEKIIO
Beprosieta! Sl mpakTHYECKH MTHOBEHHO, HE 3alpalluBas y KOMaHAWpa HOATBEPKIACHMS,
koMaHay1o: «Oronb!» Ot nyBana u JJIIK Huuero He octanock, cHapsal pa3HeC BCE B KIOYbSL.
TyT BUXY, 4TO CIIpaBa, HANPOTHB TaHKa UepHBIIEBA, BHIOETACT «IyIIapa» ¢ TPaHATOMETOM U
Lenures npsAMo B Hac! Beé€ pemmian kakue-To J0JM CEKYHIbl — MBI CMOTPENIM C HUM JpyT
Ipyry mma3a B mia3za. OH HaxkaTh Ha ciyck He ycneln, g cHan ero u3 JAUIK. U Tyt Hagancs
TaKOH HEBEpPOSATHBIN 00CTpeln co Becex cropon! HemonsTHo, rae cBou, rae uyxue... Kpuay mo
CBSI3U, YTOOBI CBUHYJH MOJOPBABIIYIOCS MAaIIMHYy. MalIiHy CyMeIH CABHHYTb, MBI BBIIILTH
Ha oTKpbIToe MecTo. Ho TyT cHOBa oOcTpen!

B sTOM 0010 MBI paccTpernsiiin Bech 60ekoMIUIeKT. He ocTanoch HU OJJHOTO CHapsijia B TAHKax,
HU OJHOTO IaTpOHA B aBTOMATax...

YTpom BepHynauch B yactb. Ko MHE mojomien 3aMecTUTeNlb KOMaHaupa AUBU3MM bodapos.
T'oBoput: «CpIHOK, 51 Bc€ Buaen. @amunusa?» — «Crapmuna YepengnudeHko, 3-1 poray. OH
MOXJIONAJ MEHS 110 IIJIeYy U yIleJ.

Ha cnenyromuii 1eHb HaYaIbHUK MOJUTOT/EINA MOJKa S peHKO MHE TOBOpUT: «Bukrop, Bac ¢
CaHUKOBMYEM CpPOYHO BBI3BIBAIOT B NOnUTOTAENA AuBM3MM!» Msbl ¢ Cameill nouum B
MOJIUTOTEI. TaM HaM BBIIANW MapTOMIIETH U cpasy oTnpaswin B Coro3. 13 mas 1986 roga s
ObUI yKe J0Ma U HAKOHEL-TO YBUJIEN CBOIO MaMy...

Mg ¢ Heli monumm Bo Bragumupckuii co6op. CTtapeHbKWU CBSIICHHHWK, OoTer] Hukomai,
BHUMATEILHO MTOCMOTPEN Ha MEHS W roBopuT: «ChIHOK, 3ammoMHu! TBOsS Mama TyT /1Ba roja
MPAKTUYECKU KaKIBIH JIEHb Ha KOJEHSX MPOCHiA, YTOOBI Thl OCTAJICS KUBBIM...» VIMEHHO
TOT/IA S TIOHSJI, 9YTO MOJIUTBA MaTEPH MOKET BBIMOJIUTH CO JTHA aJ1a.

MHe o4eHb X0TeJI0Ch HailTh TOT 00pa3 boxkbeir Marepu, KOTOpHIi s BUaen B nanarke. MsI ¢
MaMoO¥ 00beXalii BCE XpaMbl, JIa U BOOOIIE BCE, YTO TOIHKO MOXKHO ObLITO 00bexaTh. B omHOM



MeCTe MHE ITOKa3alli MKOHY, TJie coOpaHbl MHOTO 00pa3oB boxbeit Marepu. Ho Ty, koTopyto s

BUICI, 1 TaK TOTrJa U HC HAIICII. ..

A¢ouncknii xpam. TemHo, cBeun... IloBopaunBaro roJioBy u... Buxy boxknio Mareps B
TOM 00pase, kak 1 Ee Buaen B nanarke!

B 1992 rony orery Poman, Moii 1yXOBHBIN OTell, 01arocioBuil MeHs noexatb Ha AdoH. S
BCTPETUJI TaM YyJIHBIX JIFOAEH, mpocTo aHrenoB Bo miotu! Kak-to ctoro xpame. TemHo, cBeun
BOKpPYT TopArt... [loBopaunBaro ronoBy u... BXKy boxkbto Mareps B Tom oOpase, kak s Ee
BuJeN B nanatke! Sl yman Ha KOJeHU, y MEHS MOKAaTUIIUCH CJIe3bl. DTO OBLIM MEpPBbHIE CIIE3bl B
Moei Ku3HU. Sl OB OYEHBb KECTKUM, HUKOT/Ia TAKOTO cO MHOH He Obl10. M TyT 0Opa3oBasiach
B MOEM KECTOKOCEepAUH mepBas TpelrHa. Kak ckopiymna oT opexa, OT MOEro cepila crajio
3TO KECTOKOCEpUE OTBAIUBATHCS. Yl BHYTpB MpOILLIET CBET. ..

S mopomen k ukoHe, OOHSUT ee U ToBOprO: «Mama!..» MHe Tak He XOTeJNOCh €€ OTIYCKaTh!..
Oto ObLIO MOXO0XE Ha TO, Kak OyATO peOSHOK MOTEepsIT CBOIO MaTh U BHOBB Hamien ee. M roraa
orer;y Makapuii u3 IlantenemmoHoBa MoHAcThIpsi AQoOHa 3aBel MEHS B CBOIO KelblO U
0narocioBWII ATOM UKOHOM. S B34J1 ee B pyKH U JIOJTO-0JT0 HE BHIMYCKAI. ..

S Mory pacckazarh npo AdraHUCTaH OYEHb MHOTOE€. 3a IMOJTOpa To/a CIYKOBI S TOJIBKO
NOJpbIBAJICS MMATH Pa3: U Ha ¢yracax, ¥ Ha MPOTHUBOTAHKOBBIX MHUHaxX. [lepexuth moapbIB
O4YEHb TPYAHO. ['yauT rosoBa, 3B€HHUT B yIIaxX, HE MOXKEIIb HAYETrO CKa3arb, TOIHUT. HO Tl
KUBOU... VI moHMMaelb, 4TO 3TO Ybs-TO pyKa TeOsl clacaeT, 4bs-TO Cuja MoMoraeT Tebe
BBDKUTh. VIMEHHO MO3TOMY s CBHJIETEIBCTBYIO O CHJIE MAaTEPUHCKHUX MOJUTB U O MOMOUIA
boxbeill mo 3TMM MosMTBaM. braromaps 3TOM NMOMOIIM S BBDKWJI CaM M BBDKWIM MHOTHE
pebsita. Sl HUKOTAA HE OTOMAY OT MpaBociiaBHOM Bephl. [Ipu3biBato BepoBath, 100 bor ecthb
BCE!

Buxmop Muxatinoeuu Yepeonuuenxo
IIpeoucnosue u noocomoska mexcma Cepees I anuuxoco

Cepusa knue Cepees L anuukoco ‘Uz cmepmu 6 ocusus”’
22 uona 2016 e.

P.S. Ceiiuac Cepreem 'anuukum roToBUTCs K I€4aTy yeTBepTas KHura cepun «Ms3 cmepru B

JKWA3Hb...», 3aTparuBarollas CIOKHEHIIME BOIIPOCHI, KOTOPBIE CTAaBUT II€PEN COBECTBIO
YeJI0BEKA BOWHA. B KHUTY, KOTOpas JOJDKHA BBIMTH B JBYX TOMax, BOMAYT pacckassl [epoes
Poccun Brmamumupa HenoOexkuna, Anngpes IlleBenéBa, Anekces Maxotuna, HOpus
CraBunkoro, kaBajepa Tpex opaeHoB MyxectBa u opaeHa Kpacnoit 3Be3nbt Urops
Cpubnoro u MHorux apyrux. Jns Toro 4toObl KHHWra BBIIUIA B CBET, HYKHO cOOparh
HEIOCTAIOLIYI0 CYMMY, Y€MYy MOXET IMOCIHOCOOCTBOBAThH JIIOOOH JKeNaroluii, MEPEeUNCInB
JIEHbI'H Ha CIICLIMAJIBHO OTKPBITOU
cTpanutie: http://blog.zaotechestvo.ru/2015/05/25/narod_fin/

ORTHODOX PASTORS ON WHAT SHOULD WE DO IF

THE LORD DOES NOT GRANT US CHILDREN
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Nikita Popov
After getting married, newlyweds always dream and hope that the Lord will bless their family
with children. But a year, five, ten years pass and the long-awaited pregnancy does not occur.
What should a couple do in this situation? Beyond all doubt, they should keep praying. But
do they need to do anything else and should they have recourse to modern medicine? And are
all popular contemporary assisted reproductive technologies, such as extracorporal (in vitro)
fertilization, acceptable for Orthodox Christians? Pastors of the Russian Orthodox Church
answer these questions.

“The main thing for Orthodox Christians is a pious li
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Igumen Luka (Stepanov).

Igumen Luka (Stepanov):

“The Lord does not tell us “to do something” if we are childless. Being a natural consequence
of spouses’ sexual intercourse, children bring joys and problems, plans and disappointments,
self-sacrifice and the comfort of mutual love to their parents’ lives. But the main thing in life
is to obtain eternal salvation. This is not basically dependent on the presence or the absence
of children, but means, given all our human predispositions for the birth of children, that our
priority must be trust in Divine providence, whose course defines all our earthly
circumstances, which are not dependent on us.”
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Archpriest Oleg Stenyayev.

Archpriest Oleg Stenyayev:

“Many saints were born of elderly parents. They were literally “obtained by prayer” of many
years. Moreover, they did not inherit passions, particular to young age, from old parents.”
“In vitro fertilization technology is a gross interference in the mystery of child-bearing”
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Archpriest Pavel Gumerov.

Archpriest Pavel Gumerov:

“If the Lord does not grant children, then a family should hope and wait patiently, not losing
heart. Today many people are not very healthy, that is why there are often no children even
after several years of marriage. It is necessary to pray and fast in this case. Spouses should
pray to the Righteous Joachim and Anna, or to the Right-Believing Peter and Febronia of
Murom. Believers can also make pilgrimages to Mt. Athos and other holy sites. Prolonged
childlessness can mean a sort of test of the spouses’ feelings, how strong their mutual love is.
If a person achieves everything very easily, if the Lord grants him all “for nothing”, then he
usually does not appreciate it that much. And if people are bound by some mutual trouble,
then they get closer to each other, their love gets stronger after overcoming this misery. As for


http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/82453.htm

in vitro fertilization (IVF) which is recommended as an assisted reproductive technology, in
reality it is a gross interference in the mystery of conception and child-bearing. And we are
aware that the Jubilee Council of Bishops of ROC in 2000 forbad Orthodox Christians to
resort to this technology, though some slyly interpreted it as a blessing to have recourse to
other kinds of artificial insemination. But the Council declared point-blank that all kinds of
extracorporal fertilization that presuppose preparation, conservation and subsequent
destruction of embryos are unacceptable from the Orthodox Christian point of view. In vitro
fertilization always presupposes destruction of embryos—that is, killing them.

Let us recall what this technology is like. First a woman’s superovulation is stimulated in
order to release as many eggs as possible (up to 20). Next, several of them, the strongest
ones, are selected, inseminated by the husband’s sperm and placed into a special incubator for
several days. After that several eggs are transferred into the woman’s uterus while the rest are
frozen — these will later be used either by the same parents or by other couples. So it is a kind
of a “conveyor” of the “reproduction” of children. And an immense amount of money is
made on this business: just one IVF attempt with all its procedures in Moscow is worth a
minimum of 150,000 rubles (c. 2,354 USD). And I know, for example, people who made ten
to fifteen attempts without result. IVF does not guarantee the best result at all! This is
building your business on someone else’s tragedy rather than treatment of infertility.

And now let us imagine that all the embryos transferred to the uterus begin to develop.
Several of them were implanted so that at least a part of them might develop. What happens if
all begin to develop? The “extra”, or “undesirable” embryos are “reduced”, that is, they are
removed surgically — in other words, an abortion is performed. Thus IVF involves destroying
fertilized embryos that are already living babies with souls. In the end a person who resorts to
IVF resorts to an abortion! There is also a sly trick: some medical centers offer “IVF for
Christians”. They offer stimulating a partial superovulation, getting a small number of
embryos and using all of them instead of transferring a larger number of embryos into uterus
and removing a part of them. But the heart of the matter is the same here! The idea of IVF is
absolutely godless by its nature. A person thus takes the liberty of acting as God the Creator
and interfering in the processes inside a mother’s organism that should always remain a
mystery.

Another question: Why should impregnated eggs develop in an incubator for several days? It
is done in order to detect any pathologies, especially genetic defects. A law was signed by our
Health Care Minister, which reads that if there is a risk of developing pathologies an embryo
should not be implanted. Such embryos are killed. Not to mention the fact that IVF causes a
greater number of miscarriages and undeveloped pregnancies, and more premature babies are
born. Unfortunately, there are almost no statistics regarding the health of “in vitro babies”.
Why? Because it is a business, a “corporate conspiracy”. There is information, but it is not
disclosed. However, some information is becoming known. Thus, according to the famous
geneticist Yuri Petrovich Altukhov (1936-2006, an Orthodox Christian), up to twenty percent
of in vitro babies have mental pathologies! There is another problem: as an egg enters the
womb, it is met by a million sperm cells and only one, the strongest of them, fertilizes it. But
IVF can be done using even a very weak sperm cell from the husband. If the sperm material
is of a poor quality, what will such children be like? So, an Orthodox answer is the following:
praying and waiting. And if the Lord does not grant you a child, then you should do what
Russians (and other peoples) did from time immemorial: to adopt a child from an
orphanage.”

“We must accept the Lord’s will”



Priest Valery Dukhanin

Priest Valery Dukhanin:

There are the incomprehensible mysteries of the Providence of God Who cares for His
people. When Rachel, wife of Patriarch Jacob, rebuked her husband: ‘Give me children, or
else I die’, he answered: ‘Am I in God’s stead, who hath withheld from thee the fruit of the
womb?’ (Genesis 30:1-2). A child is a gift of God. And if the Lord does not grant you
children, this means that it is according to His Providence, which we should accept instead of
losing heart and thinking that our life has ended. Venerable Paisios of Mt. Athos paid special
attention to this. He knew examples when people who longed for a baby resorted to IVF or
adopted other parents’ children but later became convinced that the Lord had cared for them
(not granting them children) for their good.

One should know where to stop and should not try to have a baby “at all costs”—it is better
to heed the voice of Divine providence. If the Lord does not send us children, then it is to
Him we should turn. There are many examples when children were granted after zealous
spiritual labors: prayers, fasts and works of mercy. The Lord tests parents as to whether they
are ready to accept a baby as a gift of God rather than a “product” of medical technology
innovations. Of course, the causes of childlessness may vary. Sometimes it is a result of
parents’ sins that they committed in their youth. According to research, seventy percent of
women in Russia who cannot conceive a baby suffer from the consequences of abortions.
Some types of contraception affect the reproductive function as well. In this case a person
made himself unable to have children. It is really an absurd situation: first you do all your
best to make yourself unable to have children and then you are ready to go to all lengths—
even surrogate motherhood—in order to have children. First of all, such people need to
repent, to wash away the spiritual causes of barrenness, and then to wait for the Lord’s will.
Though there can also be a different situation. Pious spouses lived according to God’s
commandments all their life but were unable to conceive due to their poor health. In this case
they need to resort to the help of medicine and use all acceptable methods, entrusting the
result to the hands of God. Each case is individual. An experienced confessor sees that it is
better for one person to be alone, without children, and for another person it would be best to
have children and get absorbed in sacrificial love for them. Some people would not benefit
from adopting a child from an orphanage as they lack elementary patience, tenderness and
affection, while for others an adopted child becomes a true beloved family member and the
Lord blesses such families. I know unmarried women who never had a family and who



adopted children (usually two children: a brother and a sister) from an orphanage and became
excellent mothers for them.

Let me tell you a story. One of my acquaintances named Eugenia married at twenty-five and
she had no children with her husband for following five years. She visited many doctors and
went to a family planning center which was packed with suffering barren women. Eugenia
saw that examination, diagnosing and treatment involved spending tremendous sums of
money, but all in vain, and then doctors suggested IVF. Familiarizing herself with IVF
procedure, she realized she would never resort to it—there was a protest inside her though
she was still not a churchgoer. The fact is that IVF is a flagrant manipulation of human life:
embryos are prepared, fertilized and then transferred into the mother’s uterus, while the
“unnecessary” ones are destroyed—in other words, an abortion is performed. Eugenia learned
about miraculous healings at church when people after many years of infertility became able
to have children. Thus she concluded that children are sent only by God. Through her
infertility the woman converted to the Orthodox faith, and her husband was baptized too.
Eugenia confessed and took Communion, began to read the canons of repentance and prayers
for children.

Finally she heard that there was a holy well with a bathing hut near the St. Paphnutius
Monastery in Borovsk (a town in the Kaluga region to the south-west of Moscow) the water
of which had healing properties. They made a pilgrimage to Borovsk where she bathed and
two weeks later she already had a positive pregnancy test result. And the woman had not been
able to become pregnant for five years! After visiting the holy well Eugenia had a dream in
which she was carrying a basket with a baby inside it. She asked the baby, “What is your
name?,” and it answered: “Daniel.” Although during examinations and ultrasound scanning
she was told that she was expecting a girl, Eugenia gave birth to a boy whom she named
Daniel.

Once while Daniel was at nursery school she suddenly felt unwell and started bleeding. It
turned out that she had been pregnant but there was a miscarriage. Doctors said that she was
having a complication, that some surgery was needed, otherwise she would not be able to
have more children—only if through IVF. Her confessor prayed and told her not to have a
surgery and blessed her to give birth to a girl. A month later she became pregnant to the
doctors’ great shock. She finally gave birth to a girl whom they named Anastasia. And
Eugenia became absolutely convinced that children are granted us by God alone and it is to
Him that we ought to turn first of all. Generally speaking, any undertaking is only good when
it is in line with the will of God. And the will of God cannot be revealed that soon. If spouses
with due zeal address their requests to the Lord in their prayers and get their confessor’s
consent in regard to their desires, then the will of God will surely be revealed and they will
understand what to do: to wait for a miraculous help from God, to undergo medical treatment,
or to adopt a child from an orphanage.”

“You shouldn’t be guided by emotions only: you need to show discretion and prudence”
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Priest Dimitry Shishkin
Priest Dimitry Shishkin:

“Undoubtedly, absence of children in a family is a reason to begin a more serious and sober
Christian life and pray hard for children. One should show great patience here, and the Lord
sometimes rewards for this constant patience and good works, so couples may have children
even after three, five and more years of infertility. This is a real joy and abundant mercy! And
parents who manage to conceive a baby in such conditions know perfectly well the high price
and meaning of motherhood and fatherhood. But they should not rest on their laurels and
make something like an idol, “the center of the universe” of their priceless child. It even can
be called a crime against God because the Lord grants you a child so that you should raise
him a Christian, not a selfish person who thinks that the whole world revolves around him.
That is why it would be better if families had many children...

But if a family has no children in spite of their efforts in piety and prayer for many years,
then sooner or later they will ask, “Where is the limit of waiting?”” And where is the will of
God? Should they wait on with patience and humility, turn to medicine, or adopt a child? It
seems to me all should be done with reasoning and spiritually, that is, with prayer and advice
of the family’s confessor, because there are different people, different circumstances. Some
should show special humility and patience (their faith allows them to do that); others, on the
contrary, should go to doctors, undergo examinations and accept their medical aid — since
doctors were created by God, this profession exists for our good and it is not a sin to seek
their aid. But here discernment is needed: we are well aware that some modern assisted
reproductive technologies openly contradict the Lord’s commandments. So one take
maximum care here and not “step over the line”. Some families, according to their
inclinations and predispositions, are in turn called to adopt the unhappy children who are left
bereft of mothers and fathers to love them and care for them. And we know such families
where there are several adopted children and they make a genuine large family together with
their foster parents. It is a good, holy undertaking, but you should not be guided only by
(often passing) emotions—discretion and prudence are needed too; remember that your
decision to adopt is a great responsibility, so “stepping back™ will be akin to the sin of
betrayal. May the Lord keep you from all this! That is why you need to ask your confessor’s
advice in this situation, to pray hard and to take a sober view of things.”



“To do all only with the help and blessing of God”

Priest Igor Silchenkov

Priest Igor Silchenkov:

“Put on the whole armor of God” (Eph. 6:11), Apostle Paul says. Hope and wait with
patience, pray and fast (but only with the blessing of a priest). And, of course, one can adopt
children from an orphanage. “And whoso shall receive one such little child in My Name
receiveth Me” (Mt. 18:5), the Lord says. However, it is not a good idea to resort to IVF
because it contradicts our very nature. The Lord gave us another, natural method of
conception and bearing children and it fits us the most. It is no good “speeding up events”
and resorting to IVF because that is an interference in God’s Providence. All good things,
including children, are sent to us by God and only in their good time, when it is the best
moment for us. On account of our self-will and sinfulness we are often unwilling to
understand and accept it. So in haste we are trying to do the same things that the Lord
Himself does for us. And our own results are always incomparably worse than the Lord’s.
For, our Heavenly Father is holy and blameless, while we are ourselves weak, blind and
sinful. So do not undertake anything on your own, but do all things only with the help and
blessing of God, which, first of all, can be found and received in the Church and through the
clergy. In the Old Testament, the Prophet Abraham and his wife Sarah did not have children
for many years, but the Lord granted them a son—the Holy Prophet Isaac. And by then they
had reached the age when people cannot have children physiologically any more. And the
Righteous Joachim and Anna had been barren for many years until God provided them a
child—the Most Holy Mary Mother of God: “More honorable than the Cherubim, and
beyond compare more glorious than the Seraphim”, as the Holy Church glorifies Her. And
Righteous Zacharias and Elizabeth were blessed with a long-awaited son—St. John the
Baptist. “Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a
greater than John the Baptist” (Mt. 11:11), the Lord proclaims. And it was because they lived
according to the will of God all their lives, they put the will of God above their own human
will and their human desires.

And we should try to imitate them in this. And then we will give birth to future saints too; we
will live in holiness and see numerous miracles of God. And we will see the main miracle—
that God is the endless, perfect, merciful, self-sacrificing and saving Love. This Love leads us



to the eternal and endless bliss in the Heavenly Kingdom together with all the saints who
have pleased God through the ages. Amen.”

£

Priest Maxim Gorozhankin
Priest Maxim Gorozhankin:

“If the Savior does not grant us children, we need to turn to Him with a fervent prayer. And
the Church knows numerous examples when God answered sincere prayers and blessed
parents with the conception of a baby. If childless spouses were never married in church, then
it is important that they do so. All the prayers of the sacrament of Church wedding contain
petitions of bestowing children on a couple, and the grace to rear them.

A pilgrimage to relics of one or another saint of God may also be to the benefit of married
couples. But they should not think like this: “Now we will go to Blessed Matrona of Moscow
to pray, and when we have our child we will stop going to church.” There is some temptation
here as well. So if we turn to the Lord, our prayer should be something like this: “Lord, grant
us a child by Your grace; and we will devote our lives to You and will raise our baby in the
Orthodox faith.” If people think this way, the Lord will not abandon them without His mercy
and will answer their prayer.”

Prepared by novice Nikita Popov
Translation by Dmitry Lapa
Pravoslavieru 24 /06 / 2016
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