St John’s Church News No 94: September 2017

For this newsletter in electronic form: www.facebook.com/stjohnsorthodoxcolchester

IIEPKOBb CBT. HIOAHHA INIAHXAMWCKOI'O
ST JOHN’S RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
Military Road, Colchester, Essex CO1 2AN

His Holiness Kyrill, Patriarch of Moscow and All the Russias
Most Rev. Metropolitan Hilarion, First Hierarch of the Church Outside Russia
Bishop Irenei of Sacramento, Administrator of the Diocese of the British Isles and
Ireland

A Parish of the East of England Orthodox Church Trust, comprising Colchester, Norwich and
Bury St Edmunds (Charity No: 1081707)

Hacrositeas / Rector: npot. Aaapeit @uuric / Archpriest Andrew Phillips M.A. (Oxon)
T: 01394 273820 / E: frandrew_anglorus@yahoo.co.uk / W: www.orthodoxengland.org.uk
Ipunucanbl / Other Clergy: Priest loan lana (Romanian), Priest Spasimir Ivanov
(Bulgarian)

Bockpecnas Illkoaa / Sunday School: Mary Kisliakova: mary0170@yahoo.com

Pycckas Illkoaa / Russian School: Sophia Bown: safi@mail.ru

Cropox / Caretaker: Paul Hopkins, 69 Military Road

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stjohnsorthodoxcolchester

Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rE2T2sY Ty8s

Pacnucanue borocavikennii / Timetable of Services

Saturday 2 September
No services in Colchester — services in London
Bborocny:xenuit Het B Komuecrepe — borocnyxenus B JIonnone

Sunday 3 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacer u boskectBeHHast nutyprus. Service for those
going back to school or studies / Kparkuii MoneOeH /it yqammxcs

Saturdav 9 September



mailto:safi@mail.ru
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rE2T2sYTy8s

No services in Colchester — services in Norwich
borocnyxenuit HeT B Komuectepe — borociyskenus B Hopuue

Sunday 10 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u bosxxecTBeHHast TUTYprust

Saturday 16 September
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomuoe 6aenme

Sunday 17 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u bosxecTBeHHast TUTYprust

Wednesday 20 September
5.30 pm: Vigil for the Nativity of the Most Holy Mother of God / Bcenomaoe 01enue
npasnnuka Poxxnectsa [Ipecsaroit boropoauiis

Thursdav 21 September: Nativity of the Most Holv Mother of God / Po:xknecTBo

IIpecBsToii boropoauubl
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boskecTBeHHas TUTyprusl.

Saturday 23 September
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomuoe 6aenue

Sunday 24 September
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxecTBeHHast TUTYprust

Tuesday 26 September
5.30 pm: Vigil for the Exaltation of the Life-Giving Cross / BceHomnoe Oaenue npa3aHuka
Bosznsuwxkenus Kuoropsiero Kpecrta ['octiognst

Wednesdav 27 September: Exaltation of the Life-Giving Cross / Bo3aBuxenue

AKusorpopsiuero Kpecra I'ocionnst
10.00 am: Hours and Divine Liturgy / Yacsl u boxxecTBeHHast TUTYprust

Saturday 30 September
5.30 pm: Vigil / Bcenomuoe 6aenue

Baptisms in July and August
15 July: Vera Usakova

15 July: Ilya Mihailov

15 July: Peter Haidar-Keeble
12 August: Victoria Tartaru

12 August: Eva Muresan

16 August: Stefan Neagu

19 August: Emilia Teterea

19 August: Patrick Stanciu

25 August: Eva Ponea

26 August: Teodora Boyanova Trifonova




29 August: Maxim Jerome

Wedding in July
16 July: Gheorghe Zaharia and Michaela Zaharia

Church News

Jean Hopkins

It is with great sadness that we announce that Jean, wife for over 50 years of our gardener
Paul Hopkins, passed away from cancer on 10 July. Eternal Memory! Please remember her in
your prayers.

David/Monk Symeon

It is with joy that we have learned that our former parishioner and altar-server David Perkins
has recently been tonsured a rasophor monk and also reader in our Holy Cross Monastery in
the USA. Abbot Seraphim gave him the new name of Symeon in honour of St Symeon the
New Theologian. To Monk Symeon Many Years!

Vladyka Irenei

We had the enormous pleasure of yet another visit from our new Bishop Irenei on 26 and 27
August. He served at the Vigil service and then served the Liturgy, tonsuring our Romanian
singer Daniel Zabacinschi reader. He came together with Protodeacon Dionysiy and Fr
Antony and afterwards was able to talk with parishioners. He is hoping to return to us in
November. This will be our fifth episcopal visit in ten months, after only two in the previous
19 years!!!

Service in August

For the first time our Church was not closed for a single weekend in July and August and
need never close again. Our thanks to Fr Spasimir, Fr Ioan and Hieromonk Patrick for their
services.

CJIOBO ITATPHUAPXA

Henenda 13-4 o IlartunecaTauiie

Ceateviunv lNaTtpuapx MockosBckuvi n Bcess Pycu Kupuan



http://www.pravoslavie.ru/83730.html

Moasur

Moasur BoobLe — 3TO NOCTYMNOK He BO UMSA cebs, a BO UMS 4ero-To MHOro
— BO UMSA ugeun, B0 uMsa PoamnHbl, BO UMsa 6MXHUX cBouX. NoaBur — 3TO
BCSAKOE AesiHMe, KOTOpoe COMpPOBOXKAAeTCA puCcKaMu OS89 TOro, KTO ero
coBepLlaeT, BMJIOTb A0 MOJIOXKEHUA XU3HU CBOEN. TeM He MeHee naun
coBepLIalT NoaBurn, N ecnm BaymMaTbCsa B TO, 4To cobon npencrasnsaeT
NOABMXHNYECTBO, Hesb3 He 3a[aTbCA BOMNPOCOM: a eCTb JIn MecTo ANA
noasmura B MaTepuasiImnCTUYECKON KOHLENUUM 4YesloBeYeCKOM JINYHOCTW,
HUKAK He Yy4YuTbiBaloWeWn BbiCllee HavYano wunanm boxxecTBeHHoe
npucytcTeme? OTBeT oOOHO3Ha4deH: HeT! Beab MaTepuanancTn4eckun
noaxon npeanosaraeT, 4YTO TrJlaBHOM 3ajayen 4esoBeka sBAseTCSA
CcoxpaHeHue cobcTBeHHOM >XU3HW. WMeHHO Tak obcTtouT peno B
>XUBOTHOM MUpe, roe rnaBHas 3afayvYa — BbDKUTb camoMmy. [MpaBaa, n B
XNBOTHOM MUpe BCTPEeYalTCHa yaAMBUTESIbHbIE NMpUMepbl caMooThayn —
Yalle BCero 3To AEeNCTBUA CaMKW, 3aljmulatoulen csoux geten. Ho korga
nepvon MaTepuMHCTBA MNPOXOoAWUT, CaMKa MOXeT W caMa pacTep3aTb
cobCcTBEHHOro ageTeHbiwa. He NoToMy, 4YTO 3BEpPU >XECTOKMe, a NoToMy
YTO TaKOBbl YCJIOBUA BbIXKMBAHMUSA: XO04YelWb BbDKUTb — yrnoTpebnam pons
3TOro BCe CUJIbI.

NmeHHO Tak cnepgoBasno 6bl pa3BMBaTbLCA U poay YesnioBe4yeckomy, ecau Obl
MPOUCXOXOEHNE 4YenloBeKa WuMesio He boXXeCcTBeHHOe, a »XMBOTHOeEe
Hadano. OTKyda »>e ewe Yy 4esloBeKa COBeplWeHHO WuHas cuctema
ueHHocTen? OTKyda CrnocobHOCTb He MPOCTO OorpaHundYnTb cebs, HO U
>XNU3Hb CBOK OTAaTb BO MMA apyroro, 6yab TO 4YeNOBEK WAWN BesnKas
noea? Cam ¢eHoMeH noaBwura ecTb CBUAETeNbCTBO O bo)XeCcTBEeHHOM
MPOUCXOXOEHNN YeNloBeKa U O MpucyTcTemm bora B 4esioBe4yeckou
XKU3HWN.

MopaBur — 3TO BCerpa cpencreo

Ecnun nHok coBepluaeT noaBuUr paauv rnogsura, eciv ero noaBMXHNYeCTBO
He BelleT K peasibHbiM NepeMeHaM B OYyXOBHOW XKU3HW, TO 3TO He MOoABUr,
a UckylwleHune. NMoaBur — 3TO BCerfaa CpeacTBo, U CBATblIe npenonobHbie
OTLbI MPUOLIIN Cloda HE paaun UCMbITaHUA caMux cebsa, He paan nobenbi
HaZ TS>KEeNbIMW BHELIHMMUW YCNOBUAMU, HO ANS TOro 4Tobbl NOrpy3nThbCs
B aTMocdepy, Hambonee 6naronpusTHyilo Oss npubnuxeHus K bory,
MOTOMY 4TO OTKa3 OT CBOEro «si» — 3TO U eCTb NyTb K Bory.



DKCTPUMM He ABJISeTCA NOABUIOM

CoBpeMeHHble JlOAM  MOPON  CcoBepuwalT ropasuTesibHble  aena.
CyuwiecTBYIOT 3KCTpeMalsibHble BWUAbl CnopTa, rAe O04eHb BbICOKA
OMAaCHOCTb MNOrnMBbHYTb WAMN MOKaJieYUTbCA. 3aHMMasACb TakuUMU BUAaMWU
cnopTa, 4YesloBeK HeBepoATHO ceba orpaHuy4mBaeT, wuAeT Ha
KOJI0CCaJibHble PUCKN, HO BCE 3TO — TOJIbKO paawn camoro cebsa. OH nnbo
camoyTBepxpaeTcsd B COBCTBEHHbIX rnasax, nmMbo mMe4ytaeT O cnase, O
30/10TbIX MefaNAX, 0 OEHEXXHOM BO3Harpa>kgeHun. IKCTPUM He ABNAeTCH
nogBurom. A BOT Te, KTO ymupan 3a PoanHy, He Bbiin akcTpeManamm, —
OHW W CJZI0OBa TaKoro He 3Hann. OHM WAKM KU ymmpanm He 3a cebs, a 3a
PoaonHy. N Korpa XxpucTmaHcKMe My4YeHUKN — He TOJIbKO B NepBble BEKa,
HO 1 B HOBeWLlee BpeMs, Kak Te, KTo ToMmunacsa B ConoseLKoM narepe, —
yMupaan 3a Bepy, 3TO He bbls1 3KCTpUM, 3TO bbi1 nogsur. He pagn cebsa —
paoun XpucTta OHU ymMupain.

HeT nopBura — Het npuobwieHuna K bo>xecTBeHHOMY CBeTy

Y ceatoro CnmeoHa HoBoro borocnosa Mbl Haxogum crnepytolime cnosa:
KaKk cBe4Ya npuobuiaeTcs K CBeTy, TaK W 4YesioBEK 4Yepe3 noaBur
npnobuwaetca K boxectBeHHOMYy cBeTy. HeT noaBura — HeT
npuobueHna K boxecTBeHHOMY CBeTy. BceMy 3TOMy y4aT HacC CBATble
npenofobHblie oTubl 3ocmMma, CaBBaTuim 1 NepmaH. Bcsakuin pas, nocewas
CosloBKK, 5 BUXY, 4TO BpaTusa 30eCb XXUBET HE B NIErKNUX YCJI0BUSX, HE B
bapxaTe u wWenke xo4uUT. 340eCb TPyAHbIE YCNOBUSA XXWU3HWU. HO MMEHHO
bnaropgapsa 3Tum ycnosuaM, O06poOBOJSILHO BbIOpaHHbIM BaMu, goporume
MOu BpaThs, B BalWMX cepiLax MOXeT BO3ropeTbCcs boXXeCTBEHHbIN CBeT.
Hunkorga He ponwuTe, HAKOr4a He YKJIOHANTEeCb OT TPYLHOCTEN, NOTOMY
YTO YKJ/IOHEHMEe OT TPYAHOCTeW, MOUCK NIerknx nocaylaHum BXOOUT B
npoTuBopeymne C cammm (pakToM Bawlero nosisaeHmns Ha CosioBKax.

Ho To e camoe A MOory ckasaTb Ka>XAoOMy MoHawecTBylLleMy B obom
MOHacTbipe. be3 nogBura Oas MOHaxa HeT cnaceHus. VIMEHHO Mo3Tomy
NIOAN N YCTPEMASAKTCHA B MOHACTbIPU K MOHALLUECTBYOLWMNM OYXOBHUKAM,
>Xenas MNoYeprnHyTb YacTb MX MyApOCTM, UX OMbiTa. A Kakas Xe
MyOpOCTb, €CAXM CaM onbiTa He uMeewsb? [lo3ToOMy BesMyanllas
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb JIEXXUT Ha MOHACTbIpCcKon 6paTumn, 4Tobbl Yepe3 noaBur
NpnbnnsnTbca K Focnoay 1 TeM caMbiM UCMOJHUTbL CBOE NMPU3BaHNE, BEAb
n rfocnogb Wwncyc Xpuctoc 4epes noaBur Bbilen Ha obuiecTBeHHoe
cnyxeHue. Copok aHen n Hovyen OH nNpoBen B NycTbiHe 6e3 NuLmM 1 BoAbI,



MW He noToMy 4TO wuMen boxecTBeHHy npupoay, — Beab Ero
yesioBeyeckasa npupoga xoTena M eCcTb, U NMUTb, — a MNOoToMy 4TO OH
MoOHMMan HeobxoAMMOCTb NPONTK Yepe3 3TO UcnbiTaHne, YTobbl BLINTU Ha
obuwiecTBeHHOe cnyXeHune Kak CblH boxxuimm n CbiH YenoBeyeckum.

M3 cnoBa B AeHb namMaTu nepeHeceHns moiyevi nprmn. 3ocumbl 1 CaBBaTUSA
CosioBeuykunx B CBATO-TponkoM cobope Criaco-lpeobpaxeHCcKoro
ConoBeukoro MoHacTbip, 21 aBrycta 2017 roga

IlyxoBHaa cnenoTa

A 4TO Takoe OyXxoBHas csienoTa? 3TO HecnocobHOCTb N aen Npo3peBaTb
CyTb TOro, 4YTO MPOUCXOANT BOKPYr HWUX. ITO HECrnocobHOCTb BUAETb
[obpo v 310, OTAMYaTb NpaBay OT /DKW, [lyXOBHO C/ienon YenoBek — Kak
CYLHO B OKeaHe 6e3 BCSAKOM HaBurauuun. Ecnm y kKanuTaHa HeT NOHATUSA O
TOM, rge HaxoguTca CyOHO, KyAa HY>XXHO UATW, roe pudbl, a rae Tuxas
BOZa, rae Menb, a rae gocratovyHas ranybuHa, To Takoe CyoHO HaBepHsKa
pa3obbeTca. Tak N B XXU3HN Hallen — ec/in y YesloBeKa HeT AYXOBHOro
3peHns, OoH o4veHb puckyeT. OH MoxxeT m3bpaTb HenpaBusbHbIn 0b6pa3
XKU3HWN, HENnpaBWSbHbIV XU3HEHHbLIN NyTb. OH MOXXeT CoegNHUTb CBOIO
cynbby C 4enoBekoM, B KOTOPOM He yBUAEs, He OTAM4uAa 310 oT gobpa
nnn pobpo oT 3na. M Beab Kak YacTto 3T0 ciay4daeTtca!l Kak MHoOro
yesloBe4yeckux Tparegum nNpoucxXoauT TOJIbKO MOTOMY, YTO MOJIOO0N
4yesioBeK W AeByllKa, Nostobus Apyr Apyra U NoXKesnas COeOVHUTbL CBOU
cyabbbl, He cyMenn pacnosHaTb NOAJIMHHOE BHYTPEeHHee COCTosAHne apyr
Apyra! 3a BHeLWHeNn NPUBETIMBOCTbIO, JJACKOBbIM 0OX0XKAEHMEM MOXeT
CKpbIBaTbCA 4esIOBEeK O4YeHb OMnacHbIW, N Mbl 3HAaeM, YTO MHOro 6pakos
pacnajaeTca UMeHHO Mo3TOMY. HepeoKo NpUXoanTCsa CablwaTh: «Kak e
S He CMOI U He cMorfa pa3obpaTtbca! Moyemy e 3To npousowwno?» fa
NOTOMY, 4TO He OblJ1I0 AYXOBHOIO 3pPEHUS.

Ho Bedb Tak NpOMCXOOUT HE TOJIbKO B HaLLUEN JINYHOMN XU3HN — TaK
NpPoOnUCXoamnT B XU3HK obulecTBa, rocygapcTea. B aTom rogy Ml
BCcroMnHaem 100-neTme KpoBaBon peBostoumn. Begb Torga Toxe He
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cMorjin pa3o6paTbc;|, TOrga ToOXKEe y o4eéHb MHOIMnMx He Obino OYyXOBHOIo
3peHund. Jlioaon HasbiBaau cebs BepyrwwnmMmnm, HO He MOTIJiIn KpaCuBble
C/noBa OT/INYUTL OT MOAJSINHHOW CyTWU TOro, 410 npepjarajiocChb, a
npeasarasjiocb Hacujiane — 4yepes CMepTb, 4epe3 CTpaldaHUA NMOMEHATDb
XN3Hb B CTpaHe rnopg npenjioromMm, 41o XmMTb CTaHET Ny4Llle...

Ha 4TOo roopuTb O npowsiom! A pa3Be B HacTodweM Mbl He fenaem
ownbok? Pa3Be B HacTOALWEM HAcC He yBIeKaloT KpacuBble CJI0Ba, Pa3HOro
pona obewaHna? 3To 6biBaeT M B NOAUTUKE, U B MHGPOPMALMOHHOM
MPOCTPAHCTBE, KOrA4a JII0AN YBJ/IEKAOTCA HEKMMU JIOXKHbIMU naeanamMu.
OHwu co3patoT cebe KyMMPOB, OHW FOTOBbI CNYLWATLCA UX U NOCTYNaTb Tak,
KaK KyMuUpbl UX y4aT. A B pe3ynbTaTe — 4esioBe4yeckue Tparenuu,
KOHM/IMKTbI, pa3o4vyapoBaHue; 9 YX He rOoBOPH O TakKuUX CTpPalHbIX
nocnencTBUsX, Kak NOJIHaa XMU3HeHHas KaTacTpoda, Korga y Jiogen yxe
He XxXBaTaeT CUJ XWUTb WU, HE KMesa Bepbl B cepaue, OoHW Ha cebs
HaK/1aAblBAlOT PYKW.

OTCyTCTBME A YXOBHOIO 3peHus — 3To KaTtacTtpoda

OTCcyTCTBME [OYyXOBHOr0O 3peHuss — 3TO KaTacTpoda, 3TO O0OnacHOCTb
orpomMHoro mMacwTtaba ong nu4HocTn, and obuwecTtBa, Ana Hapoga. Kto
e HaM MOXeT fgaTb 3TO 3peHue? HukTo, Kpome bora. O4eHb 4acTo,
npuxoa4a K CTaply, 4esloBeKy CBATOM >XWU3HW, Ha WCnoBedb, He
NMOHMMaellb, KaKMM 4YyTbeM OH BCe 3TO YyBCTBYET, Kakum obpas3oM OH
MOHMMAET TBOK BHYTPEHHIOW »XXN3Hb. Bpoae HM4Yero ocobeHHoro Tbl eMy
He CKa3aJjl, a 4YesioBeK, TOJIbKO B3r/sHyB Ha Tebs, BUMAWT, NOHMMaET un
4yBCTBYET. ITO HeJib35 Ha3BaTb NPOCTO UHTYULMEN, MOTOMY YTO BUOEHMNE
TaKOro 4esioBeKa CTPOro nNpuBsA3aHoO K ero obpasy XU3HWU, K ero Bepe, K
ero 6am3ocTtum K bory. Korga mbl C BaMu BO3pacCTaeM B Bepe, KOraa y Hac
MosIBNIETCA HaBblK MOJINTBbI, KOrga Mbl ymeeM ¢ borom pasrosapuBeaThb,
Korga Mbl EMy noBepsieM CBOM COKPOBEHHbIe MbIC/IN U YYBCTBa, KOrga Mol
packanBaeMmcsa nepen HuM, Kak He MOXeM pacKasaTbCA Oaxke rnepen
OYXOBHUKOM, KOrga Mbl He YyBCTBYyeM cCpefocTeHue Mexay cobon wu
borom, — Torpa locnoAb OTKpbiBaeT HaM 3TO BHYyTpeHHee [OYyXOBHOe
3peHune, Ka)Xx4oMy B Mepy ero Bepbl 1 ero 6am3octu K bory.

Tpy4HO OOCTUYb TEX AYXOBHbIX MPO3pPeHUin, KOTopbIMK 061adatoT CBATbIE
noan. Ho pake npocTOM YenoBeK, HUKAK He npeTeHaylwmn Ha
CBATOCTb, Yepe3 CBOM JINYHbIN AYXOBHbIN OMNbIT CNocobeH NpubansnTbCcsa K
bory Tak, 4ToObl OTKPbIINCb €ro BHYTPEHHUE AyXOBHble 04U. YTObObI OH
BAPYr MHOroe yBmaen C MHOM TOYKKN 3peHns, 4Tobbl y Hero BblpaboTasioch
YyCTONYMBOE KPUTUYECKOEe OTHOLWEeHWe K TOW MHpopMauum, KoTopas B



OrpoMHOM ob6beme obpylLUMBaeTCs CEerofHs Ha 4YesloBEeKa, K TeM CJIOBaM,
KOTOpble MHOrAa yBJieKaloT, HO BeAyT He K CBeTy, He K MpaBae, He K
CYACT/IMBOWM >KU3HW, @ K AyXoBHOM normbenn. [yxoBHoe 3peHne — 3TO
BEPHbIN HAaBUraTop K TOMY, 4TOObl XXUTb MOJIHOM >XU3HbIO, HEe Bnagas B
KPaMHOCTW 1 He CTaBsA CBO »XXMN3Hb NMog yrpo3y.

W3 cnoBa B geHb oTaaHus ripasaHvka lNpeobpaxkeHuns MocrnoaHs B
AnekcaHapo-HeBckom kKagenpasibHoMm cobope r. KypraHa, 26 aBrycra
2017 roaa.

Ceateviunv lNaTtpuapx MockosBckuvi n Bces Pycu Kupuan

29 aBrycta 2017 r.

«[IOCTYIIAWTE IO COBECTH »

bbb 1947 rona

[lpoToanakoH Baaaumup Bacuink

lMpomouepel Muxaun NyHOsies. [NocriedHss lMNacxa, 1974 .

Mooxoomn K KOHUWY BTOpPOM nocneBoeHHblin 1947 ropn. BowHa
3aKOHYMIaCb, HO BOEHHAs MPOMBbIWJIEHHOCTb Mpofo/kana paboTtaTbh C
NPeXXHUM Hanps>xeHneMm. byayuiee nocne pynTOHOBCKOM peyn Hepynnns
Cc yrpo3amm B agpec CCCP cynuno Hawen cTpaHe Maso XxXopouwlero.
HauynHanacb xonogHass BOWHa, KoTopas B nAwbon MOMEHT Morna
nepepacTu B BOMHY ropsavyto. Kak roBopuTcs, «xo4yewb MUpPa - FOTOBbLCH
K BOWHe», MO3TOMY Ha banTminckom 3aBoje CrnewHo CTPOUIUCb HOBble
BOEHHble Kopaban n peMoOHTUPOBaINCL CTapble.

Pa3zopeHHass CcTpaHa He B cunax Oblla CBOEBPEMEHHO MOCTaBAATb
BOEHHOW MPOMbILLNIEHHOCTU HY>XHble pecypchl. [1OCTaBLMKN He ycneBaaun
OTMpaBaATbL Ha 3aBog HeobxoaumMble OeTannm U MaTepuasbl, MO3TOMY
niaH Tpewan no BceM wWBaM. Moa 6Gabywka Tamapa BacunbeBHa
bakaHoBa paboTasna MHXEHEepPOM-3KOHOMUCTOM  KOTENIbHOro  Lexa
BanTunckoro 3asofa. OHa NpekpacHO MOHMMasa, YTO MJaH BbIMOJHUTb
He yOacTCa U rnaBHoe cenyvac - rpaMoTHO CHOPMYJINPOBaTh MPUYUHBI €ro
HEBbIMOJIHEHNS.
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W Bopyr B Hadane ,ueKa6p$| €e Bbi3blBa€T Ha4aJIbHUK LleXa N TOBOPUT:

- Tamapa BacwunbeBHa, Kak BaM W3BECTHO, Hall uUeX MnepeBbINoSHAET
nnaH. Noxxanyncra, NpocTaBbTe COOTBETCTBYOWME LUGpbl. [ToHnMaeTe?

babywka axHyna:

- Hnkonawm NeaHOBMY, pa3Be Bbl HE 3HAETE, YTO HEe Mo Halen BUHE MnJaHa
Mbl He BbIMOJIHAeM? Ha 4TO Bbl MeHs ToJsikaeTe?! 3To »Ke noacypHoe
nerno.

A Ha4va/lbHUK e B OTBET:

- C Bawwen NpuHUMNNMaNbHOCTbLIO Bbl NIl0AeN ocTaBuTe 6e3 npemunn. Hy 4T0
)X, KaK 3HaeTe... He xoTuTe n1ucaTb 4TO Hafo - UWKTe ApYryto paboTy.

OT HavanbHUKa 6abylika BbilWa B MOJHOM cMaTeHUU. OH en npegnaran
CaMbI HAaCTOALWMIM NOAJI0r, 3a KOTOPLIN B TO CypOBOe BpeMs MOXHO 6bls10
3anpoCcTo OTNPaBUTbLCA B MeCTa oxpaHsaemble. Ee npasgonobmeasa gywa
npoTmBuaacb nopnobHom smokn. C Apyrom CTOPOHbLI, Y HavasbHUKaA Lexa
Obl/I0 4OCTAaTOYHO BO3MOXKHOCTEN NMWNTL ee paboThl. Ha 3aBoae Tamapa
BacnnobeBHa Tpyaounnacb C¢ cepenunHbl 1920-x ronos, pacCTaBaTbCAd C HUM
Obi1Io Xanb. Foe wuckaTb noaobHyw paboTy B pPa3oOpeHHOM BOWNHOWN
NleHnHrpage? A Ha pykax OBoe pgeten. [la v niogen nuwaTtb OeHer He
X0Tenoch...

babylika bblna 4enoBeKOM ropsi4o BepywLwmM. Bepbl cBoen He cKpbiBana.
Ha Bce pnaByHagecaTble npas3gHukn 6Gpana oTnyck ¢ paboTbl. Ha
crefyowmnin neHb, B 4YeTBepr, OHa nowsia B LepkoBb Ha CMoOJsieHCKoe
knagbuuwe, 6naro Torga, 4 nekabps, 6ol BENMKUN Npa3fgHuK - BeeaneHue
BO xpaM [1peceaTon boropoaunubl. JINTyprusa wia 40Jro n TOp>KeCTBEHHO.
bnaronenHo nen xop, pa3faBajiNCb BeSINYECTBEHHble U MOJINTBEHHbIE
BO3rJlaCbl AMaKOHa U CBAWEHHMKa. Nocne cnyxbbl NponoBeab NpPon3HeC
oTey Muxaun N'yHases, Torga euwe Mononon cBAweHHUK. OBbIKHOBEHHO
nponosean 4YMTanuCb Mo TeTpagke - coobpa3HO [O0pPEeBOJIIOLMOHHOMY
npasuny, TpeboaBweMy nNpeaBapuUTENbHON MNOANOTOBKM MNACTbIPCKOro
cnoBa. B HOBbIX ycnoBusax 3ToT 0bbl4an OKa3biBaJiICA BECbMa Mose3HbIM. B
calyqae 4ero MOXXHoO 6bIJ10 OTYMTaTbCA Nepen YNOJHOMOYEHHbIM: HUKAKOW
KpaMoJibl Ha nponoBegn CBAWEHHUK He TroBOpuJ, YCTHbIM TeKCT
MOJIHOCTbIO COOTBETCTBYET NMUCbMEHHOMY.
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MoHayvany oTeuy Muxawn He BbIXOOWN U3 NpeanucaHHbIX paMoK. [ep>xa
nepen cobonm Ha aHanoe JUCTOK, BMOJIHE KHUXHBLIMW CNOBaMU OH
paccka3sasa o npa3fgHuKe, 0 CBATbIX U NpaBedHbix 6borooTuax Moakume un
AHHe, 0 OBeHaguaTu CTyneHsaX, Ha KoTopble B3owJsia [eBa Mapusa. U
BAPYr oTel Muxaun npeobpasnncsad. OH 0TOABUHY JINCTOK 1 Be3 BCAKON
CBA3M C NpenblaywmMmMm cioBaMuy NponsHec creyoulee:

Baopyr otey Muxaunn npeobpasunca n npousHec: «<He dbourtechb
noctynaTtb No coBecTu. Nlocnoab Bac Bcerpa 3awiuTuT!»

- Bcerpa noctynamte no cosecTu. CoBecTb - rnac boxwun, Ta uckpa,
KoTopyto locnogb BNOXWA B Hawe cepgue. bonTecb KpuBbIX W
HenpaBeaHbIX NyTen n He bonTecb MOCTynaTb NO coBecTu. ocnoab Bac
BCerga 3awmnTuT, ecnm Bbl byneTe cnenoBaTb Ero rnacy.

Tamapy BacmnbeBHy npoH3MNa poragka: 4epe3 otua Mumxamna Cam
focnogb OoTBETUN € Ha BCe ee HeooyMEeHUA N COMHeHuAa. MNogonas Ko
KpecTy, OHa TUXO crpocuna y otua Muxaunna:

- baTowka, Kak Bam 'ocnoab fan NpoBnaeTb 3TO?
OH cpa3y BCe NOHAM U LIenoToM OTBEeTUII:

- CaM He 3Halo, Kak 'ocnoab 3acTaBW/l MEHSA CKa3aTb 3TU csioBa. Ho He
CKa3aTb UX 4 He MOr.

Nos Ha cnepyowmin oeHb Ha 3aBoA, babylika TBepao pewunnia CToATb Ha
npashe 00 KOHUa - BNJOTb A0 YBOJIbHEHUA € paboTbl. Ho, npunas, oHa ¢
N3yMJIEHNEM U PAafOCTbIO Y3Hana, 4To U3 MOCKBbI Npuexana NnpoBepoyHas
KoMuccmsa. M TyT y>K HavyanbCTBY SBHO OblNO He OO0 TydpTbl U AYTbIX
OaHHbIX. Bckope Ha KoMuccuio Bbi3Basnm n ee. C gaHHbIMU U paKTamMun B
pykax Tamapa BacunbeBHa aprymMeHTMpoOBaHHO [OOKa3ajla, 4YTO B
HEBbLINOJIHEHUWN NJIAaHa PYKOBOACTBO W pPaboTHMKM BanTunckoro 3aBopna
He BUHOBaTbI. Bce obownock 6naronony4yHo. KoHe4yHo, 0 npeMummn He Bbio
N peyn, OAHAKO HWUKOro M He Hakasanu. B panbHenwem HavasibHUK
HMUKoOrga He nogxoamn K Tamape BacunbeBHe ¢ nogobHbIMK
npenioXeHNAMN.

Ha BClO OCTaBLUYOCA XU3Hb (@ NpoXxunaa nocne 3Toro 6abyuwka [obpbix
36 sneT) OHa 3anoMHWIA BOOXHOBEHHble CJsioBa OTua Mwuxauna:
«[locTynanTe no coectn. U F'ocnoab Bac 3alWNTUT».
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[lpoToanakoH Baaanmup Bacuink

25 asrycrta 2017 r.

HOMILY ON THE DORMITION OF THE MOST
HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

Archimdrite Kirill (Pavlov)

In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit!

Dear brothers, and sisters! Today the whole Christian world triumphantly
celebrates the day of the most radiant repose of the Mother of God. It
would seem that this celebrated event would be sad and filled with tears,
because we are encountering death; however the holy Church is today
adorned in garments of triumph, rejoices and exalts, and calls us to do the
same. Why should we rejoice on this day of the Dormition of the Mother of
God? Because the word “dormition” alone shows that the death of the
Mother of God was unusual. It was sleep, which was soon followed by
joyful wakening.

For several days before the Dormition of the Most Pure Virgin,
the Archangel Gabriel appeared to her with tidings of her nearing
departure from this life. Filled with deep faith in the future blessed life, she
accepted these tidings not with fear and sadness but with a feeling of
vibrant joy and great gratitude to God. At the same time, the almighty
power of God gathered the apostles from all over the world to Jerusalem,
so that they might render honor to the Mother of God and bury her. In the
very same hour of her repose an extraordinary light illuminated the house
of the Most Holy Virgin, and through the opening to the heavens all
present beheld the Lord of Glory Himself with the angels and saints,
descending to meet His mother. The apostle Thomas, by God’s special
dispensation, appeared after the Most Pure One’s burial. He desired to
venerate her and therefore opened her tomb, but the body of the Mother
of God was not to be found...
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In such a wondrous manner did the Most Blessed Virgin Mary repose, to
the consolation of all Christians, especially triumphantly manifesting the
power and grandeur of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who by His death and
Resurrection destroyed the sting of death, and from something terrible
and painful made it, for His faithful followers, something joyful and
blessed.

Before the coming of Christ on earth, death was very frightening for man,
because it snatched him away like a ferocious animal does its prey—
irretrievably—and there were no means to escape it, for sin reigned over
people. But after the Lord’s appearance in the flesh and His victory over
sin and death, the horror of death disappeared; it became as if a peaceful
sleep, after which dawns the joyous morning of the general Resurrection.
To the measure that each of us conquers the sin that still lives in us, the
fear of death disappears, so that triumphant conquerors of sin meet it
with joy, and no longer die but verily fall peacefully asleep. We see the
clearest example of this triumph over death in the Dormition of the Most
Pure Virgin Mary. She reclined in her grave only for a brief rest. Following
after the Mother of God we see the apostles, martyrs, and all the saints,
meeting death with joy like their greatest friend, who trades the fleeting
good things of this world with its sorrows and sadness for eternal
blessedness.

The Holy Church strives to instill also in us this same fearlessness of
death, exhorting us to drive away fear by the gradual uprooting in
ourselves of sins; and the Church calls our dead loved ones “reposed”,
that is, as if fallen asleep, because the Christian is so assured of deathless
life in the future that he truly looks at death as no more than sleep.

Amen.

Archimdrite Kirill (Pavlov)
Translation by Nun Cornelia (Rees)

Votserkovlenie.ru

8/27/2017

PUKHTITSA DORMITION CONVENT: AN
UNINTERRUPTED TRADITION OF FEMALE
MONASTICISM
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Ekaterina Orlova, Abbess Filareta (Kalacheva)

The Pukhtitsa Dormition Convent is one of the most beloved monasteries
of the Russian Orthodox Church, bearing the special distinction of having
never been closed during the godless Soviet years. The monastery’s
unbroken line of spiritual continuity has given rise to several notable
spiritual  figures, such as the previous abbess, the ever-
memorable Schema-Abbess  Barbara  (Trofimova), who reposed on
February 8, 2011. Matushka bore the obedience entrusted to her by the
hierarchy for more than forty years. In the patriarchal words of
condolence about matushka it says, “It is largely thanks to the labors of
Schema-Abbess Barbara that Pukhtitsa Monastery became a true outpost
of Orthodoxy in Estonia.”

How does a monastery that was never closed in the Soviet years and that
has raised up abbesses for many convents in various dioceses of the
Russian Orthodox Church live today? Does it preserve the inheritance left
by Mother Barbara? We spoke with the current Pukhtitsa mother superior,
Abbess Philareta (Kalacheva) on these questions and on monastic life in
general.

—Matushka Philareta, in what ways are the peculiarities of the
residency of a Russian Orthodox monastery in Estonia manifested
today?

—Pukhtitsa Monastery is often called the Zion of the Baltic region. It is a
place sanctified by the appearance of the Mother of God and the finding of
her wonderworking icon, especially blessed and dear to the heart of every
Orthodox person. As a century ago, our monastery realizes a service to
the Church and people in Estonia under the protection of the Most-Pure
Mother of God. Pukhtitsa Monastery was created as an abode of love and
mercy. Receiving guests and pilgrims, we feel the mutual sympathy,
respect and love of the locals for the monastery. We want to continue to
preserve this tradition of warm, peaceful relations in the future.
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—By today’s standards, your monastery is fairly large—more than
100 nuns. There is developed farming—of the land, and livestock.
Not long ago, you said in an interview that few young people
come to the monastery now, and therefore, few working hands.
What do you see as the course of action—to reduce the volume of
work or, perhaps, attract more workers from outside? Is the
former useful for the monastery, from your point of view?

—We absolutely cannot reduce the amount of work: We live on what we
grow and receive from our natural resources and we also receive and
provide all that is necessary for the many pilgrims flocking to Pukhtitsa
year-round. In modern times, we have the possibility to more mechanize
our manual labor, widely using farming machinery, and this enables us to
significantly alleviate the sister’'s obediences.

—In connection with the necessity of engaging hired labor, do you
manage to avoid the loss or neglect of the sisters’ spiritual and
prayer life?

—Of course, the monastery has permanent workers, doing the work that
the sisters of the monastery cannot. This includes maintenance and
plumbing, and work in carpentry and metal workshops. As a rule, they are
believers, family people, and such a practice can in no way influence the
prayer life of the sisters of the monastery, because these are different
planes, existing separately from one another.

—Do many pilgrims come to the monastery today? What do the
sisters try to tell guests about, besides the history of the
monastery?

—Yes, quite a number of pilgrims come to the monastery today. The
sisters lead tours for them, tell them about the history of the monastery,
and pilgrims visit the museum. Whoever wants to stay for a longer time
helps out with obediences, in the garden, on the farm, in cleaning up the
grounds. The sisters serving the pilgrims in the guest houses can answer
their questions and help those just beginning their Church lives. Pilgrims
have the opportunity to turn to priests in confession with questions of a
spiritual nature, and also to speak with the older nuns having more life



and spiritual experience; but pilgrims and guests of the monastery must
remember that the life of monastics is intimate and should be filled with
prayerful attention and bodily labor, therefore to distract the sisters and to
persist in wanting to talk is a sinful desire.

—Does the monastery engage in social services?

—Of course! The tradition of Pukhtitsa Monastery as an abode of love and
mercy always highly values self-sacrificing service to God in the person of
those around us in need of help. And in the very hardest of times, pilgrims
have always received room and board in the monastery guest houses, and
this tradition of monastery charity is preserved in Pukhtitsa to this day.
The monastery has always provided and continues to provide all possible
assistance to the poor, a tradition of sharing the gathered harvests with
orphanages and hospitals has developed, and on Nativity and Pascha we
deliver books and gifts to children with disabilities.

—At the monastic conference in the fall of 2013 in the Trinity-St.
Sergius Lavra, the question was often heard during the discussion
about how inhabitants of the monasteries are overworked and
little time and strength remain for the cell rule of prayer. How is
the day organized for the sisters in your monastery?

—The foundation of the Pukhtitsa routine has always been a harmonious
combination of prayer and labor. Today the day is arranged just as in the
first years of the founding of the monastery. The righteous St. John of
Kronstadt loved the Pukhtitsa sisters and said of them, “The Pukhtitsa
sisters are taking large steps towards the Heavenly Kingdom.” And
actually, the work then was almost unbearable—the first Pukhtitsa nuns
had to combine building, the building up of the newly-created monastic
habitation, laborious agricultural work on more than 250 acres of land,
and the monastic rule. The full monastic liturgical cycle was introduced
here in the first year and two monastic choirs were created. Besides that,
the Pukhtitsa nuns labored in charitable institutions, cared for the sick in
the monastery hospital, and taught orphans to read and handicrafts to
children at the monastery’s orphanage. I'm saying all this for comparison.

As our reposed matushka Schema-Abbess Barbara (Trofimova) would often
say, labor can be equated with prayer if it is performed with a feeling of
especial gratitude to God, as if in His presence, and is perceived as
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service to the Lord for the good of this holy abode. Such work, done for
the glory of God, is called spiritual. The older sisters have said concerning
prayer, “You cannot take a fish from a pond without labor,” that is, if you
do not work in the sweat of your brow, then your prayer will be empty.
Even in the biggest jobs, our sisters do not forget about prayer.

—Can physically weak sisters stay in the monastery?

—What kind of physical weakness are we talking about? About poor
health? There are no such healthy monastics—it’s an illusion. Sickness is a
necessary cross which monastics bear.

But in the monastery, every person, despite any infirmity, is important
and necessary in his own place, as in a complex machine where even the
smallest cog is necessary. And each person finds his necessary place of
obedience in the monastery, provided that he has love for God and a firm
resolve to live and labor in this holy habitation.

The history of Orthodox asceticism shows that physical strength and
health are not necessary for salvation. The apostle Paul himself
says, [The] strength [of God] is made perfect in weakness (2 Cor. 12:9).

—Matushka, your monastery was never closed in the Soviet years.
Everyone who is interested in questions of the spiritual life and
women’s monasteries has heard a great deal about the Pukhtitsa
eldresses—Matushka Lyubov, Matushka Catherine, Matushka
Sergiya. Have you managed to maintain the continuity of spirit
and monastic traditions?

—Indeed, Pukhtitsa Monastery has a great advantage—it was never closed
for even a day, and that's very important, because the continuity of
monastic traditions was preserved here. Many of the first Pukhtitsa sisters
were spiritual children of righteous St. John of Kronstadt and passed on his
legacy, preserving his living memory. In the postwar years, many of our
sisters were cared for by the experienced God-bearing elder Hiero-
Schemamonk Simeon (Zhelnin) of the Pskov Caves Monastery, now
numbered among the saints, and were guided by his instructions.
Moreover, about eight decades of the monastery’s history were



consecrated by the spiritual feats of our blessed eldresses the nuns Elena
(Kushaneva) and the nun Catherine (Malkov-Panina), who bore the heavy
asceticism of foolishness-for-Christ’s-sake in the monastery.

There were spiritually-experienced nuns laboring in Pukhtitsa, and the
younger generation had the opportunity not only to see their examples,
but were blessed to serve them: living in one cell, to speak with
spiritually-experienced sisters, to feel and to see their hardships and the
grace of the monastic life with their own eyes. Therefore, continuity is a
living tradition which is transmitted as the spiritual experience of the life
of a wise generation to the young generation. It is always touching... After
all, the life of the older nuns remains in our memory, because they
themselves gave us a piece of their hearts and souls. So many
experiences, prayers, and their involvement has been invested in the life
of young novices. There are wonderful sisters—Matushka Schema-Abbess
Barbara, Schemanun Photina, Schemanun Lyubov, Schemanun lona, Nun
Euphrosynia, and so on—who are unforgetable and whose spiritual feats
are difficult to overestimate. In complex, unresolvable, difficult situations
for the heart, one cannot help but think of how they would act in your
place.

—Tell us, please, a little about the Pukhtitsa eldresses.

—The book Abbess as a Holy Obedience, the fruit of the labors of the
sisters of the monastery, dedicated to the memory of Schema-Abbess
Barbara (Trofimova), who led Pukhtitsa Monastery for more than forty
years, was just published. The book was presented at the Second
Pukhtitsa Readings in December 2013. Already-prepared and awaiting
publication is a book about the Blessed Nun Ekaterina (Maklov-Panina),
[1] widely known beyond the borders of Estonia. Readers will have the
chance to learn more about the ascetical life of the remarkable Pukhtitsa
ascetics of piety of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.

—Do the sisters practice the Jesus Prayer?

—Upon monastic tonsure, the sisters receive a cell rule of prayer, and
every nun is charged with prayer as a duty. Our cell rule includes the so-
called 500.[2] As you know, monastics pray for the whole world, they pray
for all people, and they are a mystery: Monks pray in secret.
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I must note that our monastery is cenobitic, and laborious, and there are
many people. Over the course of 120 years, the experience of total
immersion in contemplative prayer has not been here. The prayer of the
heart must be taken up with a blessing and under the direction of an
experience doer of the Jesus Prayer. The older sisters say that the Lord
hears the humble. First, we must learn humility...

—Modern people often hear that the monastic spirit is dying out
in our day. What do you think about it?

—People tend to observe, evaluate, and sometimes criticize monastics,
but there is a saying: “People see how a monk cavorts, but they don’t see
how he weeps.” Of course, it's impossible to compare us with the ancient
ascetics of Egypt, who could, for example, fast for many days, eating
nothing, undertaking many hours of prayerful vigil—unfortunately, modern
people no longer have the strength for such asceticism. But monasticism
is always the same, just as man is one and the same.

| think every time has its own podvig, and modern monastics can also
labor according to their strength and receive Divine grace like the ancient
ascetics. Thus, in my view, it’'s premature to talk about the extinction of
the monastic spirit. It is revealed only to the Lord, and only the Lord can
judge each man’s labors, asceticism, and cross-bearing. Monasticism is a
mystery; it is intimate.

—Matushka, must a girl who wants to become a nun first receive
a secular education? Is there a demand in Pukhtitsa for
knowledge gained in the world?

—I don’t think these things are interconnected, and secular education is
not a condition or prerequisite for entering a monastery; but knowledge
gained by the sisters in the world, is, of course, used when necessary, and
there are many such examples in our monastery.

—Tell us, please, a bit about how you became a nun. Who did you
learn monasticism from; who was your example in the monastic
life?



—My path to monasticism wasn’t anything special or unusual. During my
summer breaks from school, | would visit Pukhtitsa Monastery with the
blessing of my spiritual father, working together with the sisters in the
“hot” time of haymaking, and | saw the monastic life with my own eyes
and was so imbued with the blessed atmosphere, the prayer life, the
spiritual work of obediences, the feeling of a united monastic life, that by
the end of the summer | didn’t want to leave. When it came time to leave,
| found no place for myself anywhere, and as soon as | graduated and
received my diploma, | immediately came to the monastery for permanent
residence, and any other kind of life was simply impossible for me. |
attribute all of this to the work of grace—only Divine grace can wrest a
man from his environment and lead him to monasticism.

—How would you advise a girl desiring monasticism to choose a
monastery? What is necessary to consider, in your view (perhaps
climate, obediences, the spirit of the monastery), and what must
you know about yourself and about the monastery, having
decided to leave the world?

—There is only one case in which someone can become a monastic: If
there is a calling from God. It is expressed in a strong, irresistible desire
for the monastic life. All that was dear and sweet for your heart in the
world becomes unbearably oppressive. The sisters have said, “All is well;
you have your mama, papa, brother, and sister at home; everyone loves
you; but it is impossible for you to be there, just as you choke without air.”

As for choosing a monastery, | think the heart will tell you, it won't
deceive you, and you will feel that precisely here is your place. Then you
should consult about it and receive a blessing from your spiritual father.

For those desiring to enter a monastery, it's important to know what they
are searching for when they go to a monastery, and what they expect
when they turn to Christ. Then, they either go to find the wholeness and
fullness of the inner life, or for Christ to resolve this or that theoretical
question for them which concerned them. It's very important. Will you go
to Christ as to your Deliverer from spiritual sorrow, from weakness of will,
which each of us bears within ourselves, that the Lord might give us
strength to labor, or as to a philosopher for resolving our doubts? It's
necessary to understand, because in this or that case you receive
different results. One of the greats said that the realm of doubt is just as



endless as the realm of thoughts. Now it is one of the reasons to advise
those desiring to enter a monastery again and again to test themselves
and make sure that the path of your spiritual life is going not from theory
to life, but from life to theory, not from doubts to Christ, but from Christ to
the resolution of doubts, not from the mind to the heart, but from the
heart to the mind.

The logic of those desiring it is strange: “I love the Lord and | want to go to
a monastery, but I’'m afraid and | have doubts!” This cannot be. If you love
Christ, then you believe firmly, and if you believe, then you trust, and if it
is so, then there can be no doubts!

Ekaterina Orlova spoke with Abbess Filareta (Kalacheva)
Translated by Jesse Dominick

Synodal Department for Monasteries and Monasticism

8/27/2017
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